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IljADY Winifred whs riot at hortie, our 
^hero was informed; but as He saw the 
tountess of Algernon's carriage was in 
waitings he went up stairs, and found her 
tite-d-fite with Rosalie. Miss Albany was 
gone into the city, hfe sister told him; and 
her Ladyship Was gone to pay a formal 
visit to a maiden lady of her own age, 
which had induced her 'to leave her at 
home.. 

u And as I found her alonV said the 
Countess, « I resolved, as I hope you mean 
you iv. b to 
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<to do, to remain with lier till the old lady 
returned ; as Lady Win is very much hurt 
at her ward's evident predilection for St 
Alary Axe; and I own it rather astonished 
•me, as the girl does not seem to want for 
pride : but her mother may Irave many 
amiable qualities, and she may find herself 
under less restraint in her house than she 
does here. But, as I do not wish to in- 
quire into her reasons for preferring" her 
mother's company to my aunt's, tell me 
how you found the lovely Zara, and how 
you like the boasted villa, which will 
soon, I make no' doubt, vie with B 
House?" 

" If the' General does but . live long 
enough, he will render it an absolute terres- 
trial Paradise," was the reply, 

" Still I wish he would resolve to spend 
another month in town," said Rosalie, "as 
I „am afraid I shall see but little of his 
daughter whence takes possession of this 
-superb abode, as I dare say he will never 
suffer her to leave home." 

" I will 
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w 1 will take you with me when I pay 
ttiy respects to him/' said the Marquis. 

" He will forbid you his house in another 
month* Enderfnay/' cried the Countess, 
" except you make proposals for Miss, 
Umfreville ; and he will serve you right, 
if you do let such a prize slip through your 
fingers. But, like all the Loi-ds of th$ 
creation, you cannot make up your mind 
to part with your liberty, because you 
fancy you can have a loVely girl for 
asking." 

t€ Now, my dear ^unt, is not that being 
very severe upon our sex? 

" By no means. Were there a thousand 
obstacles in your way, you would be dying 
for Zara Umfreville ; but as her father is 
ready to request your acceptance of her, 
and she, dear girl, does not absolutely hate , 
you, you are not inclined to be happy at so 
easy a rate/' 

" You positively wrong me, aunt ; and 
that yovi may not think I waited for your t 
remonstrances to do MissUmfreville justice* 
B g I this 
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I this very morning preferred my liumbte 
petition to her father; and if she does not 
absolutely reject my suit, before the ex- 
piration of three months I may perhaps 
entreat you to present her at St. James's, as 
Marchioness of Endermay." 

u My dear brother/' cried the enraptured 
frosalie, u tjius let me congratulate you and 
myself/* kissing him repeatedly. 

The Countess was no less pleased, and 
was desiring he would hasteft the wedditog, 
when Lady Winifred returned; who was 
soon informed of our hero's intentions. 
She participated in his aunt's and sister's 
joy ; and after renewing their congratula- 
tions, and making him promise to sup iii 
Portland-place, they suffered him to depart, 
agreeing not to mention his intended mar- 
riage, except to the Earl, till, he was really 
*n accepted lover* 

To Dr. Campbell our hero was equally 
unreserved ; and he was no less delighted 
at his having made so prudent a choice, 
40 he waa. ready to prognosticate that he 

would 
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Would be the happiest of men. And; be-- 
tween seven and eighty our hero proceeded' 
to the General's/ who was in the drawings 
room with Mrs. Glover, and seemed at least 
ten years younger than when they first mer 
in t\\6 morning. Having expressed his joy" 
to see fiis future son-in-law, he told hint* 
that Zara had retired when his carriage- 
stopped, " that she might have you all to' 
herself, I suppose/' he continued ; u so go 4 
and settle matters with her in the next 
rocqp. Let her know, Glove*— as we most* 
attend to etiquette before marriage^that 
the Marquis requests a few minutfes private- 
audience." 

While the governess was gone to exe** 
mite her commission, the General said, in a 
gay tone, .** We must humour the girl a 
little now ; they all expect it upon these 
occasions; and as their reign is but short* 
Twish them to enjoy their triumph ; since, 
when once they have vowed obedience*- 
the man is a fool who does not make them 
practise it/.* 
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Our hero made no reply to this kin£ 
advice ; and was very happy when he found 
himself tete-a-tete with his lovely mistress.' 
And though doubtless his declaration might 
have served as a model to all future novel- 
writers, upon such important occasions, as 
he spoke the language of his heart, we 
shall not dwell upon it, nor upon his rap- 
tures when his suit was modestly accepted ; 
since, had the fair Zara been allowed to 
chuse her future liege lord, she would have 
selected the young Highlander, whona^she 
was well assured wafe actuated by love alone, 
as he did not want her father'? money, and 
might have chosen a wife among the 
daughters of his few superiors in point 
of rank. Having spent near an hour with 
her, he returned to the General, who sent 
.Glover, as he always called her, to keep 
Zara company, presuming she would not 
wish to-' join the party that-evening; telling 
her to send them in some tea and coffee, 
and not to let them be disturbed, as he had 
many things to talk over with Lord Ender- 

may- 
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may. She was of course all obedience; 
and while the Nabob was declaring he was 5 
the happiest of men, she was congratulating: 
hejr dear pupil upon her happy prospects*;- 
but chose to carry in the tea and coffee to* 
the gentlemen, who* were neither of them 
sorry when she left them ttte-d-tite, as the 
General was all anxiety to set the lawyers- 
to work, and to have his daughter married 
out of hand ; requesting, upoi> second 
thoughts> ,that the Marquis* would leave* 
every thing to him, as he fancied he could 1 
deal best with the gentlemen of the long : 
robe." Our hero assured him he- had no 
objection, mentionirig-what his income was, 
and what jointure he thought would be 
proper for the Marchioness of Endermay. 

"Leave every thing to me: I will not 
put too much power into my* daughter's .* 
bands. A certain sum for pin-money she • 
must have ; and if she exceeds that, refuse' 
to pay her debts. She has behaved ex- 
tremely well as a daughter; and it -will be * 
»4 ypu**r 
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your fault if she does not behave as welt 
as a wife.** 

The Marquis found it would be useless 
to attempt to argue with this overbearing 
watt, who was fearful his daughter should 
ever fency she was an independent being. 
He therefore quietly acquiesced in his wish 
to have the settlements drawn under his 
own inspection ; merely requestinghe would 
henceforth suffer Miss Umfreville to visit 
the females of his family, and to accompany 
them now and then into public. 

u I do not care where she goes in your 
company, Marquis ; all I feared was, that 
if you had not proposed for her, some fool- 
ish fop, like your cousin Dunluce, might 
have talked nonsense to her; and girls, 
even the wisest of them, are soon inclined 
to listen to love-tales: but as it will now 
be known that she is engaged, I do not 
think even the most dashing buck of fashion 
dare to attempt to rival you ; and if they 
were so silly, the. girl loves you, snd that 

i& 



i? a sufficient security for her treating them o 
vrith the contempt they deserve. So hence- 
forth she is at your orders; and I shall' I 
always be- glad to see your Sister— Faith, 1 1- 
wkh I was yomvg agaift, for her sake ; for I 
never saw a young 'woman more to my 
taste. Yb&r brother does not seem to be- 
long to the family. I think it is very for- 
tunate he is a Catholic, as he would never/ 
have appeared to advantage as a public cha*- 
meter.** 7 

Our hero agreed that Nature had nott 
been very bountiful to> him ; but, as it grew - 
late; took his leave, and drove into Port- 
land-place; where he found Lady Winifred i 
arid Rosalie, who* had stopped supper, oai 
purpose to hear whether he. was accepted" 
by the lovely Zara* Lord Dunlirce wa&not at - 
home ; and they all congratulated him upoa \ 
having., they wer^ well convinced, secured! 
Ms own happiness. The Earl declared he 1 
had also done a very charitable action, in * 
releasing so fair a damsel from such- an irk- - 
seme state of thraldom* The Countess de- - 
b,5., clared.1 
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clared her intention of paying Miss Umfre-* 
ville a visit the next morning; and, Lady. 
Winifred agreed to be of ihe party. - Rosalie 
hoped her brother would not object to her . 
mentioning his approaching, marriage to. 
her mother. 

" So far from it, my dear girl/ that I 
desire you do it in my name,, and request 
she would impart the intelligegce to Mr. 
Langhton, and to any of her friends, as I 
am too proud of my choice to wish to keep, 
my intentions a secret." 

At a latfe hour the party separated : 
and, during the following week, our hero- 
divided his time between his favourite pro- 
tegee, who almost rivalled the lovely Zara, 
in his esteem, the General's, and his kind 
uncle's; nor did he absolutely neglect 
Lady Winifred. The Nabob also faund 
full employment in superintending the im- 
provements at the villa, and in giving 
instructions to his lawyers respecting his 
daughter's settlements. Of course, the 
Marquis saw very little of Algernon, who 

' ' had 
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had called twice in Arlington-street, wi\ei* 
he was from home ; but he rather presumed • 
he did, not lead a -very secluded life, 
Rosalie told him, in confidence, that her 
mother was rather uneasy about him, as he 
had wrote to her, to request a farther supply* r 
of cash for his private expences ; ^Hedging, 
that he was obliged to appear like other * 
folks, and to play high at his relations* 
houses. Now, as Rosalie had never seer** 
him touch a card at either Lord Demerit's, , 
the Earl's, or in Arlington-street, she feared i 
he had some other, and more private, calls 
for money. So thought our hero, who 1 
fancied some of his speculations were of « 
rather an expensive nature, as he learnt by 
mere accident, that Lord Algernon, thinkings . 
his son had* led him into some extrava- 
gances,- had made him a present of a 
hundred pounds, to prevent his being 
under the necessity of applying to Mr. 
Langhton ; and as Belthorpe paid for Jheir. 
board and lodging, and he had not ex- 
panded any , large sum in clothes, the 
b<J Marquis 



to lAvcmon priory. 

Marquis did not think himself very un*- 
tharitable in supposing him addicted to 
tome low expensive, vices, which thus, 
drained his pocket. 

On the Saturday evening after our hero 
had become the declared lover of the fair 
East Indian, he had the pleasure of accom- 
panying her to the Opera, which, it may be 
supposed, she greatly enjoyed. They went 
into Lady Algernon's box, who was, of" 
eourse, as well' as Rosalie, of the party; 
and as it had already been whispered in* 
the fashionable world, that Lord Endermay 
was upon the eve of marriage-, his bride* 
elect excited general notice. The news- 
papers, as usual,, informed the public of r 
their approaching nuptials; and the General* 
was not a little flattered, at having his for- 
mer gallant actions noticed, and his fortune- 
greatly exaggerated. His daughter's beauty 
was, also highly extolled ; and even his villa 
wa& noticed. Of course, he no longer* 
dreaded not being kn6wn, and was resolved 
to give a most superb fete, in honour of 

' his 



Ks daughters marriage, when bis retreat' 
was embellished to his mind, and the season • 
was more favourable to alfresco diversions. 
As he generally drove to his villa every 
morning, he often left !m daughter at home, . 
to receive her. lover, who not unfrequently 
drove her out' in hii curricle ; or else Lady 
Algernon or Lady* Winifred Albany called ; 
for her, and took her. into Hyde Park orr 
Kensington Gardens, asioth were soon very 
much attached to her* and felt extremely* 
anxious to contribute to her comfort and; 
amusement* Algernon . alone envied his . * 
brother, telling Belthorpe, " That it was a . 
fine thing to be a Lord, They . had only to 
ask, and have; , every pretty girl was ready, 
to jump down their throat. Old Madame * • 
de La Tour -could see much to admire in in 
titled man ; and it waa high treason to find ; 
feult with a great man, even in his grand- 
father Langhton's opinion ; and as for all * 
his s grand relations, they hardly seemed to 
notice him, while they had all a fine speech 
and a smile for his titled brother/* 

Belthorpe 
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Eelthorpe comforted him, by observing^, 
that he might either loojc down upon them/ 
or cut with -them, when he became master 

- of Langhton Priory, . . 
* Biit as he feared his mother might live * 

v to the age $f his grandfather, this was sorry 
comfort, in his opinion. Still he had the * 
policy to pay the Marquis a congratulatory 
visit ; and as our hero gave him credit for 
abetter heart than he possessed; he received 
him very cordially, mentally resolving to* 
continue his friend, let what would be the 
issue of the. appeal to the Father with ; 
respect to Juliano, whpm he longed to < 
introduce, as his brother, to the, General : 
and his daughter ; but dared not as yet even 
mention him to Zara, with whom he, wa& 
of course frequently tete-d~t£te ; and one 
mornings during the second week of Ms ; 
courtship, as he was sitting with her, in. 
Harley-street, waiting the return of the 
General, who was, as usual, gone down to* 
the villa, after a momentary hesitation, she ' 
said, /' You are so totally free froltn what. 

myy 
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Hiy mother used to denominate fal^e- 
pride, Marquis, that I wish to consult you 
respecting a commission with which she 
entrusts^ me* , during her last moments ; 
and I have hitherto been prevented from 
fulfilling her injunctions, as . my father is * 
not privy to the circumstance." 

" Then* suffer me to become . your am* 
bassador, if that is compatible with your 
wish, to perform so sacred a duty, since 
you cannot oblige me more than by putting 
it : in my power to be of service to you. I 
am but too well aware of the restraint you 
have long been under; but, believe me,, 
ere long you shall not have a wish un? 
gratified ; so now favour me with your pro-? 
raised communication." 

<e My mother, who was one of the best 
and most amiable of women, as you would 
have §aid had you known her, my dear 
friend, had a relation, an aunt — in short, 
whose husband, like my grandfather, was 
in a very great mercantile line, in London. 
The failure of the one shook the credit of 

the 



IANCBTON PRJORYV .* 



the other; who also, in the end, became-* 
bankrupt;' and though they satisfied their* 
creditors, they were reduced to the greatest ' 
distress. She wrote to my poor mother,, 
as she corresponded with her when she first : 
went to India.-" 

The tears, which she had vainly* end-e*— 
ytrored to disperse, and which were a justr 
tribute to her exemplary parent's memory, , 
now stole down her cheeks. The Marquis* . 
without affecting to notice her distress^ 
raised her hand to his lips, saying, u Go 
on, my love. Yoir have greatly interested ; 
me in favour of this relation ; and no one - 
with whom you are at all connected shall 
l&iger out their days in. poverty, while we * 
have such ample means to provide for their r 
wants." 

Having dried her tears, she thanked him \ 
for what she termed so convincing a proof 
of his regard ; and thus proceeded — "My 
mother had, from a child, been extremely 
attached to her aunt, with whom she fre- 
quently spent a montli at a time, as Mr. . 

Pomfret x 



Pomfret was also exceeding fond of her,, 
and was a most excellent as well as very 
pleasant man. Like my grandfather, he 
did not long survive his bankruptcy* and- 
left a widow, in very narrow circumstances, 
and an only daughter. It was therefore 
very natural, that Mrs. Pomfret should state 
her situation to my mother, in hopes that 
my father would afford her some assistance^ 
as they had helped to fit my mother out 
when she went to India, and had sent her 
various presents for me, before Mr. Pomfret 
broke. My father did not, however; hap-, 
pen to be in a good humour when my 
mother communicated my aunt's letter to 
kirn, and would have it that Mr. Porafrefs 
folly and extravagance h^d been the occa^ 
sioa of his ruin, added to his. wife's bad 
management; and finally desired her not 
to notice such a begging letter; the old 
woman might suppose it had miscarried; 
and, at all events, she had both relations 
and friends * in England, who doubtless 
Would, if she w deserving their notice* 

prpvjde 
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provide for her wants. I need not tell you> 
that the General can be arbitrary ; there* 
fore,, not from want of charity/ I dare be- 
lieve, but perhaps because Mrs.Pomfret 
had not addressed her petition directly to 
him, he forbid my mother holding any 
communication with her in future. Con- 
ceiving, however* that he had rather over- 
stepped the bounds of his authority, Mrs. 
Umfreville did venture, through the me- 
dium of the captain of a homeward-bound 
Indiaman, to send her aunt a trifle, to 
provide for her immediate wants; and, 
while she lived, she generally sent her a 
small sum annually, which she was re- 
quested never to acknowledge; and I am 
sure it is the only concealment my mother 
ever-had from my father; and I know it 
made h* • very miserable at times, to be 
xo^'-^y ' r fh herself, and to have such 
xk ^ •? what might be term6d real 

d : out having it in her power to 

re .■ in. But, upon her death-bed— " 
she r .uded, and wiped her eyesr— c e she con^ 

jured*4 
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jured me, if ever ! went to England, and 
had it in my power, to seek out her poor 
aunt, and assist her to the utmost of my 
power, which, should I marry well, might 
not be so very limited as her's had always 
been. She also entrusted me with her last 
savings, and a few trinkets, which she did 
not suppose my father would miss, when he 
examined her jewels, as they were most of 
them presents and keep-sakes from her 
European friends; and indeed she might 
have been more generous then, without 
fearing to irritate my iather, who grieved 
too seriously for her loss to examine any 
of her drawees or jewel-cases after she died- 
As he gave me every thing it was not 
thought right to distribute- among her im- 
mediate attendants, I have therefore been 
able to add a trifle to her bequest ; and i£ 
through your means, I could but lean* 

where she resides " 

€f I will find her out* if she is in England," 
interrupted our hero, not contented thia 
time with kissing the lovely Zara's hand. "As 

- sincerely. 
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sincerely do I rejoice to find you have in- 
herited all your mother's benevolence. But 
where did Mrs. Pomfret reside when she last 
addressed your sainted mother, who was, 
I am convinced, a martyr to your father's 

what shall Iterm it ? — want of feeling, for 
every ope but himself; surely that is not 
too harsh ain expression?" 

" He is a military man, you know ; and: 
he generally attributes his peremptory 
commands to that cause." 

" Then I wonder you were not afraid tc* 
venture upon a soldier, my dear girl." 

" I fortcy I loved you before I recollected 
that circumstance. Besides, your servants 
do not seem to stand in the same awe of 
you ours do of my father; and yet yoir 
seem to be better served. But here is Mrs* 
Pomfret's last letter to my mother/* taking 
one out of her poeketrbook ; " it is of air< 
ancient date — 1788; but pray read it lam 
sure it will interest you in her favour/* 

He did so, and was convinced that the 
writer possessed a. very superior mind, and; 

hadi 



%ad received a very good education, as hef 
situation was pathetically described, and 
appearing to judge General Umfreville aftet 
her owft heart, she seemed to make no doubt 
of his advancing the small sum she required, 
to put her in a way to provide for herself 
and child ; and never had the Nabob stood 
iBo low in his estimation, since he had been 
ttiorfe than imprudent ahd extravagant him- 
self, having squandered away a noble for- 
. tune in the most shamefbl way ; and owing 
to his having given Way to every vice that 
colild degrade a raan$ his friends had then 
^sent him out to India, at no trifling ex* 
pence, o^ he must have ended his days in 
prison ; and he had been extremely for- 
tunate, whfch had evidently hardened hi* 
heart, since he could not resolve even td 
bestoW a trifle upon so near a relation of 
his Wife's, whose indigence tfas the conse* 
tfiente of misfortune, not of vice ; yet he 
seemed to fancy himself a good man, and 
that he had of late done his duty towards 
Cod and his felloW-creaturtes; Surely riches 

w*te 
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were sent, as to Sir Balaam, as a temptatroft 
to sin, when they were merely employed to 
pamper the appetite, and flatter the vanity 
of their possessor. Indeed, he was almost 
tempted to believe,, that the General's 
boasted hoards would never prosper in 1m 
hands. He was, however, resolved to de- 
vote a great part of them to charitable pur- 
poses, since his o,wn income would more 
than suffice to satisfy all his wants, even as 
a married man, and he was convinced Zara 
had not a taste for expence. Such were 
his reflections while perusing Mrs.Pomfret's 
letter, which was dated No. — , Upper- 
street, Islington, whither she had* removed, 
upOn her husband's death, and Whtfre she 
proposed letting lodgings, to enable her to 
pay the rent and taxes. 

" I will ride to Islington to-morrow 
morning, my dear girl ; and I make no 
doubt of being able to trace either her or 
her daughter, should they, as it is very' 
probable, have removed ; and when I have 
found her, we will wait upon her together, 

and 



1ANGHT0N PRIORY. 



^nd you may then promise to settle a " 
sufficient annuity upon her, to place her 
above want." 

" Let that be a future consideration, my 
<lear Malcolm/' as the Marquis had re- 
quested she would style him. €€ Wkh your 
leave, 1 will entrust you with my mother's 
bequest. I have it in my writing-desk/*' 
going to fetch it. She soon ^returned; 
say i rig, " 1 had resolved .to address you 
upon the subject byrle'tter; but I had so 
much to say, and so much to explain, I 
preferred telling you my wishes ; though 
I would not have troubled you to seek the 
poor soul out, dare I have given the com- 
lfSssion to any of our servants ; but I Was 
even afraid to inquire of then* whether 
Islington was near London ; and had I ap- 
plied to Rosalie, I guessed that she would 
have pressed you into the service, so I 
thought I might as well apply to you in the 
first instance. But now my mind will be 
at ease/' putting the packet into his hands; 
" and when you have seen the poor soul, 

as 



$i LANGHtOK frtiORY. 

as I will suppose she is living, we can settle 
Vhat I ought to do to iiisure her future 
comfort." 

t€ Agreed, iny dear girl; and to-mor- - 

*ow~ " Thfe stopping of the General's 

carriage, who was coming home to dinner* 
made him pause. He then tidded, " Thank 
God we were not sooner interrupted, as 
we must listen to the wonderful improve- 
ments which are going forward at the Villi." 
And he would have added, as he mentally 
exclaimed, with our celebrated bard, while 
the proud Nabob was alighting from liis 
elegant equipage, 

" Take physic* potop ; 
tiposc thyself to Tccl what /wretches fe^i 
That thou mayst shake the superflux to them, 
And shew the Heavens more juft," 
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* . CHAP. II. 

TTtfE following morning, as s6on &s he had 
breakfasted, our hero ordered his horsey 
and, telling Dr. Campbell where he was 
going, proceeded tb Islington. Notwish*- 
ing to fhake himself known, he dismounted 
near the Angel, wh^re he ordered his groom 
to walk the houses atom rill* his return J* 
and proceeded along what he presutned was 
the Upper-street. Upon inquiring, he found 
he was neai* half a tnil^ from the irow in 
which Mrs. Pomfret did or had resided 7 
but had no difficulty, when he readied it, 
in finding the house. Having knocked ai 
the door, he was told no such person lived 
vol. iV. ' c there 



there then ; and the present tenants could 
not say whether she ever had, as they had 
•succeeded a Mr. Jenkins, who had left the 
Louse at Michaelmas. The Marquis thought 
it possible she might have removed, in 
consequence of not receiving the expected 
support from the General, or that she might 
have died soon after she addressed her niece r 
whose subsequent remittances had been 
pocketed by those to whom they had been 
entrusted. Yet thk was forming a very 
rash judgment, he reflected, as they might 
have taken receipt* for the money,, which* 
unknown to her husband^ tfeey might have 
transmitted to Mrs. UmfreviHe. At last it 
occurred to him, that the landlord of the 
house might be able to aiford kirn s<frme 
information. He therefore requested to 
kn**w where he resided? 

u A* No. — i not more tta» a hundred 
yard* farther ©a," he vras informed. 

Thither therefore, he proceeded ; weA 
having inquired whether Mr. Porter was «t 
hemic? he was aasweted m the aifrirativc 

by 



\>y 3 little? dirty girl, who opened the do<M 
* f Could he speak to him?" 

" Yes, mte> Sir; ptease to walk into the 
taunting-house/' 

Since, fhbugh merely dressed for ridi»g> 
fend eerfaitily nof better than tttetiy mer* 
ehartfe clerks, whom she was in the daily 
habit of seeing, there Was an inborn dignity - 
tibout the hefo of tmr tale> which neve* 
failed to impress his inferiors with a certain 
degree of respect; he had besides spoken 
so civilly to the girl, she was convinced he 
was a real gentleman ; and the lower classes 
fiave a sort of instinctive knowledge of this 
kirtd> which tseldorft leads them into mis*- * 
'takes. 

: The cotnrting^htmse was a sma$I back 
parlour ; and at a deal desk facmg the doot 
sat a swarthy lfttfe fellow, about fifty, turn* 
tng over some papers, who, after staring his 
visitor full in the face, with his hat on, and 
without moving, notwithstanding the Mar- 
quis had taken off his, inquired., in a* con* 
c 2 sequential 
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sequential tone, " What is your business 
with me, Sir?" 

Convinced that he was not in the com- 
pany of a gentleman, nor even of a civil 
tradesman, our hero, wishing to set him a 
good example, said,- in a polite tone, " I 
was informed, at No. — , that you were the 
ownerof that house." 

" Well, Sir, what of that?" interrupted 
Mr. Porter.- — " I am the owner of No. — , 
and of a pretty many more houses in this 
neighbourhood; but I have never a one 
empty at present." 

" For your sake, Sir, I am happy to hear 
- it ; but I did not trouble you to inquire 
for a house, but merely to ask, whether a 
Mrs: Pomfret, a widow, did not reside in 
the one I mention, some years ago?" 
u Pomfret— widow," > he repeated, in a 

growling 'Hinder-tone " I ,believp she 

might. But what of that ?— troubling me 
with inquiries about people who have left 
the neighbourhood these score years — dq 

folks 
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folks suppose I keep a register of my 
tenants? I might have work enough if I 
did." , 

" I dare say you might/' mentally ex- 
claimed our hero, - who, unwilling to de- 
part without some information, begged hifr 
pardon for having troubled him upon sor 
frivolous an occasion ; but he had import- 
ant reasons for wishing to learn where Mrs* 
Pomfret now resided, 
' " That may be; but what is that to me, 
IshouH like to know? Perhaps you, are 
pne of her rich relation's children, come 
from India. I should not wonder; fori 
lave heard the old woman boast now and 
then of having a nephew or niece, married 
very grand." 

<c Then, as it seems you are acquainted 
with her, Sir, you would greatly oblige me> 
could you direct me where to find her?" 

" How should ,1 know, any more than- 
you ? I remember her very well. She left 
my house, because she was not punctual in \ 
her payments* She had agreed to pay, 
c3 quarterly^ 



JN> LAKfSHTON PRIORY. 

quarterly, jand then she could only pay oivr 
quarter under another; and I. iriust have 
tenants who are punctual to the day, el&e 
they don't suit me. However, 1 Relieve 
she was a very harmless good kin<J of a# 
vld woman, as times go. It was one of her 
great cronies who used to crack about her 
having great relations, and having kept her 
carriage ; for Mrs, Pomfret was a woman of 
few words, mighty shy and reserved. . Wheu 
she left my house, she paid in* my rent ; 
and J took no farther account ,of her; but 
her M crvay, whom I w*s mentioning 
who keeps * little haberdasher's shop, a few 
floor? below where she s once lived, may b* 
*ble to tejl you where she wsntto, Jf si* 

cannot, I do not know who ca&. S I bavf 
four new houses in hand, which will be 
ready to come into in three months ; so if 
yo« ahpuld want one at th^t lime, why, 
ypH seem a good kind of 3 yovng man, I 
shall not be against treating with you; 
but, not to give ypu unnecessary troubJe, 
why, I will tell yo» »qw, t^uI^U sot 

let 
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let them xiniet «i**y guineas a-y*aiV~C 
always require guineas; otfter peoplb tAk 
of pounds; wl^o ever tijiuks of the ^dfl. 
shillings? and, besides, I require my tenants 
to pay both (he land and property-tai^ 
no drawbacks but of ray money ; artd 
if they 4o *ot pay their rent fey Iwelve 
o'clock oa qwrter-rdaye, why, they must 
take the consequence ; for f have a bro 1 - 
♦Tier an attorney and I often help hint to a. 

Having gained *fl the nrfbnratton lie 
required, and feefrng "both fchbeked a*i4 
provoked at hearing a -maft Aus boast of 
overreaching and tormenting Ms fellbw- 
ereatures, the Marquis, vriflHionest wsfrmth, 
exclaimed, " i atn only sorry you-can hbitit 
of having a single tenant, -since yoti *ai%- 
truly undeserving of Fortune's favours. 
Mrs. Pomfret, yon must hare known, had 
ftllen from Ae grasp of affluence ; and, I 
make no doubt, you severely made her fed 
havinglieen unfortunate. She said no more 
iSratL the truth, if she did boast of having 
c 4 . ricW 
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rich and powerful relations^ Tbey have 
sent me in search of her, 9s they are, as 
you supposed, just . arrived in England ; 
and had she been in your's, or any other 
person's debt, I came authorised to discharge 
them." 

4t Z — ds, Sir, did you come here with 
your Canterbury tales, to insult me in my 
own house !*' cried the unfeeling, avaricious,, 
purse-proud being, starting from his chair, 
and endeavouring to intimidate our hero 
by the fierceness of his }6ok&— " By God> 
Sir, I shall insist upon knowing who yop 
are/' starting forward, and placing himself 
in the door-way. ^ 

Angry as. J^e felt, the Marquis could 
not restrain a smile, while he sayk " \&Q 
act think, Mr. Carpenter and Builder, you 
would be jmich gratified, were I to favour you 
with my address, since such insolenf fellows 
as yourself 'are generally very humble in 
the presence of their superiors. That you 
are an unfeeling scoundrel, you have your* 
self acknowledged, since yon are ready and 

anxious 
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anxious to take every advantage of those 
who are unfortunate enough to have any 
dealings with you." 

" A scoundrel, am I ?" 

"Yes, an unfeeling scoundrel; and I 
will tell you so before fifty people, if yew 
chuse ; and then inform you who I am, that 
you may afford your brother employment,, 
since you can certainly go to law with* 
every advantage," . 

Now, it so -happened, that two mem 
chanced to be at this time in the passage,, 
and as our hero stood facing the master oF 
riie house, and the door was wide open, he: 
had perceived the % fellows, whom he pre-- 
sumed were journeymen, peeping in turns;: 
and, to judge from their looks, they were* 
not a little amused by what they saw and^ 
heard. x 

" Very well, Sir! mighty well, young* 
jnati !" cried the furious carpenter—" But 
you shall not call me a rogue in- my own 
house with impunity, if there- is any law* 
in the land." 

c'5 f'Holdj, 
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" Hold, Srr," cried the Marquii ; " I aid 
not a>ll yq*i rogue, I vwtfij y ou w^r* 
a scoundrel ; and I repeat my words* Tb€f$ 
are two men in the pa?pag€* fwrobaWy in 
your employ* who mu&t kpr what I say ; 
th^refpra } tell yw agaio, that I think you 
a roost aytfedipg, worthis&s.bojng, j3otwitJ*~ 
standing «yow .boasted m#b*r of houses; 
and a Jittl?, since yoi}« §ta*«r,e does «K>t 
admit of your being a great, s<*Hifl4r^t && * 
iaow let i»e pa*s/f . 

" &foy I fce d— d if v»s tfre reply ^ 
and having /turned : bead, w&en. the 
Marquis pie*jtion#d tbe two he called, 
to thefp, 'during them to bew wittwm 
that ho bad b*en ; most giwriy i*i#Bitad< by 
a total stinger, in his pw# kowae, «wb* twfc 
called him -every thing If u£ a gmt\§tmti ; 

" Why, if that be all, Sir/' replied oil** 
of them, with a droll Joofc " I: do hot 
know what to say;" v*kkh 6t0nek oof; 
hero* a* go ridiculous, that be burst out 
i**!aughiogy a«d> the two row joiaed ii* 
mirth. 

" Why, 
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"Why* yon 4 — d n»cak, v cried Ac en- 
*age4 roaster, * how dare yen laugh *t me, , 
aftd set each an example to thts impudent 
feUow, whomay feave come to rob me, jfor~ 
any tMng I know to the contrary, -as all: 
Aicves are dressed like geirflemen now~ft*r- 
days?" 

'^Well/* ttnswened the g r e a te st . offender, , 
u this is x>rAy charge for eharge. rdont 
scruple to say I have heard the gentleman ► 
call* you a scoundrel ; trnd you fcarve *e-~ 
taliated, by calling Mm a rogne, or a^ good : * 
as to which of'you ara most in the right, I 
cannot pretend to say; I only know you* 
a^e a d-d bad master; and I desire youa 
will pay memy\vages) when 1 am off; but* 
I will come forward, at any time, in a conrt i 
of justice, to tell what Thave heard ; but 
if 1. might advise, y ou would let the stranger/ 
gentleman pasv for your damages won't! 
exceed a farthing, and . that: is more than i 
yotr are*worth.~ 

This fresh insultreirdered'Mr. Porter alt? 
tint. raving ; and, to mead the matter, the * 
aO, littlfc 
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litjtle dirty drgb of a girl already; wentioned^ 
whp had stuffed her dirty woollen apron- 
into her, mouth, to keep from laughing out> 
took a peep between the two men,, thus* 
encreasing their mirth> and her- master'^ 
fury, who swore he would soon, rid th% 
Bouse of the whole kit of them. But, as he: 
•was . now anxious to be gone, the Marquis 
advanced, saying, " Am I to pass you. or; 
not?" 

Swearing a. most violent oath, the little; 
fellow vowed be should- remain where he; 
was, till he had had satisfaction. 

Satisfaction repeated our amused- 
hero, in a.mest ludicrous tone: " Pray what, 
are your weapons ? sword or pistol ?" 

j The men and the. girl now roared with: 
laughter, nay even held their sides; while, 
the more and more enraged master swore* 
they should all smart for it he would set, 
his brother upon tfieir back;, he would, 
make them laugh on the wtong side of their, 
mouths. But having, in his fury,., moved, 
en one side, our hero passed him, and had, 

just 



just stepped without the street-door, when 
Mr: Porter capgfct him by the flap of his 
coat, sayings " Ypi* are not gone yet; I 
will know where you are :to be found r 
l^efore you leave this spot, as I will make: 
you, as. well as these grinning scoundrels,. 
$mart for;- your insolence towards me."Vj -* 

This was exactly what our heto expected,, 
and rather wished,, since this was commen- 
cing the assault in the open street. He had 
his riding-whip in his hand, which he now 
laid about the little fellow's shoulders rnosfc 
handsomely, saying/' At all events, you shall- 
smart first and having given him half & 
dozen stripes, with all his might, he ceased.,, 
saying, " There,, scoundrel — for 1 repeat 
iny words — now have recourse to the laws 
• of your country. There is my address," 
tearing off the cover of a letter which he- 
happened to have about him*. 

To find he was a titled man rather startled 
the builder;, while his servants- and neigh- 
bours, who had been extremely amused by 
the discipline he had undergone,, were noti 

less 



less mxtoos to know who bad treafied fitiii 
so exacttfy according to his deserts. They 
therefore crowded round Mr. Porter; and. 
before o«r hero was out of hearing, he heanF 
his name repeated t by several of the by* 
slanders* several of whom exclaimed, * It 
is the noblemart who brotVght thedfspatcb«. 
fi om Egypt last year.** 

He however contritfed^ unobserved, to 
slip into the haberdashert shop, to which 
Mr Porter had directed >bim. i The mistress 
was sitting in her little back parlour f and 
as he was fearfuf fre might' to followed; or 
that, should he basemen in the«hop, curiosity.- 
might induce many idlers to assemble, 
either t(/ applaud or condemn hfe late cori^ 
duct, he stepped forward, saying, Excuse* 
me, Ma*atn/* taking a seat out of sight of * 
the door; u but I have been told yon are: 
the only person likely to afford me any**, 
information respecting Mrs. Pomfret, who 
resided at No. — , not many years since?**" 
No apology is necessary, Sir/* was the 
xtfply, " Mrs. Porafret you inquired after - 

—yes, 
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*~*y&, I can direct you to her. We ane old 
friends, and have both seen better days;. 
9iid I may add, I have been the most for- 
tunate an tie long- run. She took to totting 
lodgings, poor soul; and I removed into 
this bit of a shop, as I understood the 
business, having, once kept one of the fiiBt 
*hops in this Vine in CHeapside; but it a'nt 
given to every one Ik> sueceeta: sad *&« 
more crosses and. losses, one meets with in 
this world, the more it prepares one tbcr 
the next.— But f am running on about 
my own affair*, without $lkwi«g you -time- 
to inform me why^yoti wi*h to s&e mf* 
©Id friend. Pray, who sent you to «ie ?** 

Our hero told her whene be had' been f 
but did not mention having quarrelled with* 
Mr. Porter, merely saying, tfcat he bad told* 
him she was the most likely person to give 
him the direction he sought. 

" Toniy wonder that brute of a fellows 
was so civil. I dare eay he rejoiced a* 
exposing the poor soul's poverty, for I, 

know * 

8 
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know he has made his brags of having gof 
rid of her jUst in time." 

" He certainly struck irie as being vtery 
devoid of feeling ; and I must acknowledge; 
as I was tempted' to tell him so, we did not 
part in friendship: buttf hope he will be 
the better for my ▼kit." # 
, " He mend ! my dear Sir — not he, truly 7. 
why, he glories in distressing his tenants, 
and is always at law with some one or 
other." 

4 Not wishing to declare who he was to 
this good-meaning prating old woman, our 
hero requested she would inform him where- 
Mrs. Pomfret then resided,, as he was com- 
missioned to seek her out by a distant 
relation, who had it in contemplation to 
plac£ her at least above want. 

" Then may God reward them, say I ; for 
no one is more deserving of Fortune's fa- 
vour, and yet sSe has hitherto been continu- 
ally subject to her frowns ; not owing to any 
iaidt or mismanagement of her own or her 

lata 
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late husband's, I give you my word : but 
first her brother, as good a man as ever 
broke brea$, foiled; that shook Mr. Pom fret 
and in the end caused his; failure; and he 
could not survive what he thought his 
disgrace. His widow then removed to 
Islington, where I was just settled; and 
when I tell you that my husband was ia 
a manner ruined by Mr Pomfret's being 
made a bankrupt, you must suppose, since 
\ t remained friends with the widow, that the 
jpoor gentleman was more to bcpi^>d than 
blamed; and, as J said, if his wife had 
followed him to the grave, as it was feared 
phe would, I would have reared up his 
daughter, who should never have waited 
bread, while I had it to give her. Bu% 
not to tire you, Sir, Mrs; Porofiret tpofc to 
letting lodgings. She had hoped, that her 
niece's husband would have stood her friend 
in her distress ; but he did not knpw her, 
and thought, as she supposes, that they had 
. been reduced by their extravagance, which 
ipight harden his heart. However, he* 

niece 



niece did atl she eonid for her* < I am welt 
assured ; and *he had wocked her way up- 
hill again, better than wight have been, 
expected. Her house *ras bandsomefly fur- 
*4shed; and her daughter, who was a most 
Indnstriolis^oted girl, more than maintained 
herself with muslin-woA. In short, both. 
Mrs. Pomfret ahdshd were so mnch liked 
and respected, that their honse was never 
empty; whet* it so changed, as marriages 
are certainty tnade tn Heaven, : that a verjr. 
decent well behaved young maii} "who had 
jtist set tip in a good line of business,, 
atlainheth; came iaf> here fcr : charigeof 
'*k, *fte**a *w. He fell in fe*e vftth 
Dotty 5 and as' he was *vef«y We!l -i& do life 
die' wortd* thejjt soon weitff t4> eh'urch tb^ 
gether. f -wa^at^the weddtng, and £r6mfee& 
to stand 4o* the first ohf Id. However, they 
prevailed upon my old friend to gfve up* - 
her hawse, 4s *he omiW not have done 
without- a servant, 'after her daughter mar* 
wed, and to go into Ibd^nigS near thetnr 
when, abotrt two years ago, owing to the* 

war*. 



WW, and the failure of smrw great home i* 
<he city, her son-inrlaw trcianle a bankrupt, 
wJbicb almost bre&c Mrs. Pe« fret's hearts 
She supported the*n to *fre last, till indeed 
the had scarcely anything left for herself, 
as her daughter fnetttd aod pined sadly, 
though *he took to her oid trade of muslin- 
'woriing ; but having two small children to 
3ook :aftea% she could not get on as hereto^ 
fore. Therefore, for the last two years, 
.they bane been touch to be pitied, though 
Mi$>P?mfret iias a few old- friends, who 
tttt} sta#*d?by heriitmA I;fiwr one will never 
see Jkr reduced *e e&ta astttitaaae fotai 
Ahe jw&h. indeed* bet con-iti-Jaw Afe 
jtur^d eatfremely veU; far when, hfc 
iotp^ftU was be ivery;. frudindy 

boated ^>ut^ for wptk, and Jrfwrors hand is a 
jovriueywwii Be i$ ? paiajter and gfo&ier 
by trade; fewtjte tad roraethiDg to do i» 
ii*e expert line, tvhfch eaused his failure. 
Jipweyer, spon got his certificate, .and i 
ji£ hope £h?ey wtU .s^H cone rofemi agate; 
<hpugb hei*oJ$ged to*^,ftartyawdl*te. 
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to maintain four helpless people, as a Body" 
may say, for his wife is in a very weak state 
4&f health, therefore can earn but, -little; 
and iny poor friend is too did and infirm 
to give them much assistance, and the 
eldest child is, only four years old. But I 
think you told me, Sir, ydu.came from a 
relation of Mr&Ppmfret's ; therefore I hope 
you won't take it amiss my having stated 
her real situation." - 

cc You have greatly obliged me, Mrs. 
Ryder/' telling: her from whom he came; , 

u From her niece's only daughter ? She 
takes after her mother then, I will be bound. 
We knew Mrs. Umfreville. was dead ; and 
1 am sure Mrs. Pomfret nerer expected 
to be noticed by General Umfreville's 
heiress. I have seen her late mother, when 
she was a child, at my friend's ; and she was 
not more than a girl when she went out 
to India. I hope she was happy in her 
marriage-estate ; but I know Mrs. Pomfret 
had her doubts. However, she will' re- 
joice very sincerely, when die finds she 

ha& 
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has recommended her to her daughter's 
notice." 

" Miss Umfreville is even anxious to see 
the good lady, J am the bearer of a few 
lines from her to Mrs.Pomfret, and a letter 
and small bequest from her late mother, to 
which I know she has made some addition* 
Had it been in her power, she would long 
since have sent the parcel to England ; but 
she was not her own mistress, and had 
little or no ; intercourse with the. resident 
Europeans while in India." 

V I dare say not, poor young lady ; for 
I have always heard the General was a very 
stern man. An East India captain gave him, 
a strange character to my poor friend, who 
grieved very sincerely upon her niece's 
'account. But pray, Sir, is the young lady_ 
as handsome as her mother ?" 

' r As I never saw the late Mrs. Umfreville, 
I am no judge ; but I shoujd suppose so, as 
her daughter is one of the most beautiful 
girls in England, perhaps 1 might add in. 
Europe ; and, what is still better, sl>e has 

inherhed 
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inherited all' her toother** tirraes, and 'he? 
sweetness of temper/* 

4t Thank God ! f wish she may bfe happier 
in a husband? and I think she will, if ! 
have guessed right; but that is neither 
•here nor there. You are perhaps in haste, 
Sit*— D*'you knoMr Lambeth?" 

,f I know where the Palace stands ; but I 
Aever was there - and if yon could havd 
ttiade it convenient to have accompanied 
me to Mrs.Pomfret's, I should have esteem* 
fed myself greatly obliged, as I shall ftnd it 
Very awkward to introduce myself td the 
old lady, and yon couM prfepare her fof 
the agreeable intelligence I have to com- 
municate, if yau preceded me thither. 
Therefore, if yau cannot accompany me 
this morning, perhaps you can fix a time 
Vhen you could, and I will calf fttf you in 
« coach/' 

"One never ought tb delay comttiuni- 
eating^ good ne^ Sir; and I delight iff 
having any to impart. My niece is only 
gone irltv the neighbourhood ; , wfeeii she 

returhs> . 



*eturns> and I expect her every mmute> I 
will put on- my thing*, and accompany 
you." 

Our hero- thanked htfr for so readily 
acceding to hm wishes J taking leave <frtf 
- her for ihe present, promising to return 
la a quarter of an hour in a coach, ob- 
serving a stand at no great distance. She 
assured him she would be ready* He went 
to order his groom home* Upon approach- 
log the Angel, he perceived he was in con 1 * 
versation with the carpenter's two men, 
wh<?m he had so much amused at Mr. 
Easter's; and they were all three laughing 
jo heartily, they Were not aware of his 
approach, till he spoke to the servant. 
Bowing very submissively, they both re* 
treated the one who had out up his master 
to freely hoping his: Lordship would pardon 
them for having ventured to question his 
groom; "bat after you were geae, my Lord 
Marquis, our rogu* of a toaster swore the 
direction was all a teke-ifl, and that you 
trew no mure *.Le&£ than he was; so see- 
ing 
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ik\g yoursefvant, and knowing you wfe'w 
booted and spurred, why, we guessed who 
he belonged to ; so I resolved to inquire ; 
and we vrete just laughing at the nice dress- 
ing ypu gave the old rogue ; for as to his 
pftfsecutittg you for calling him scoundrel, 
be might as well threaten the whole village,- 
for he is called as bad, qr worse, y> his face, 
every day of his life." 

Putting a guinea into each of their hands, 
the Marquis desired them to infonh Mr. 
Porter where they toad seen his groom. 
Sending him home, he theti went in search 
6f a coach, in which he called for Mrs* 
Ryder, who was ready to attend him ; and 
they set out for Lambeth ; but having 
agreed not to driv£ up to the door, Mrs* 
Ryder ordered the coachman to take, the 
first turning to thg right after they crossed 
Westminster bridge) aiid to stop at the end 
of the street, telling her' companion that 
they should theh be within a few hundred 
yards of Mrs. Pom fret's. : There, therefore, 
thef alighted; and wfcile owr hero settled 
l- 1 with 
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\vith the coachman, she walked forward, 
after pointing out the row of houses round 
the corner, and as they were all regularly 
numbered, he could not mistake the doof% 
though he was not to knock till she had 
made* him the concerted signal. " Mr*. 
JPomfret occupied the first floor, or more 
properly, the front room, and an adjoin-* 
ing closet, in which her bed stood. He* 
daughter slept in the back room> as did 
the children ; but they all lived together, 
iand would have found themselves very 
comfortable/' said Mrs. Ryder, rc could they 
have been certain of keeping the Wolf from 
the door.*' 

Having turned the cornier, the Marqiris 
saw his companion enter the house she had 
pointed out tohhib which stood in rather 
a pleasant situation, like all those in the 
row, as it faced agafrden, or sort of liurseryr 
ground. From the bills he perceive'd in 
several windows, he pre'sumiedf most Of the 
Height orirs let lodgings, furnished or un- 
furnished: but having retohed the extre- 

"vol. .ro d *fity 
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mity of' the row, he crossed to the paling 
*vhieh inclosed the nursery-ground; and as 
he could look over it, he every now and 
then made a stop for that purpose, though 
it was too early in the spring for either 
trees or flowers to have assumed a verdant 
appearance. But as he could, from this dis- 
tance, sooner see the proposed signal, he 
loitered the most nearly, opposite Mrs. Pom- 
fret's windows, towards which he frequently 
glanced his eyes, when, to his infinite sur- 
prise, at one next door, he caught a glimpse 
of a female face, which was not unknown 
to him, but who instantly retreated, upon 
perceiving she had excited his notice. For 
a few seconds he was lost in thought. 
"Could it be possible!" he asked hhnself, 
rtoving forward a few paces, and again 
looking over the paling, then suddenly 
glancing his eyes round towards the same 
window. Again he caught sight of the same 
lady, hid behind a curtain, and evidently 
> watching him and though he only saw her 
profile this time, he was convinced it was 

Pauline 



' 1AKGHT0N PRIORY. 51 

Pauline de La Tour, whom, as he had be- 
fore suspected, must have preceded Alger- 
non to London ; and such . a connexion 
perfectly accounted for his apparent ex- 
travagance, since, had she eloped with an 
officer from Preston, she would certainly 
not have taken up her abode at Lambeth ; 
and Algernon and his complaisant tutor had 
doubtless moved their quarters to be near 
the young lady. While he was thus en- 
deavouring to account for Pauline's ap- 
pearance, having sauntered on a few yards, 
he perceived Mrs. Rydef making the pro- 
posed signal. He therefore instantly crossed 
the way. Presuming Mademoiselle was 
watching which way -he went, he thought 
it not improbable she might suspect he 
either kept or met a mistress there. This 
gave him very little concern, though h& 
Felt grieved at Algernon's having thus veri- 
fied his first conjectures. Mrs. Ryder let 
him in, telling him her poor old friend had 
been contending with all the varied * feel- 
ings incident to human nature, as she had 
d2 felt 
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felt herregret for her beloved niece revrue, 
Tvhich had certainly served to temper the 
joy her other communications had occa- 
sioned her; and as a flood of tears had 
greatly relieved her bursting heart, she 
Vould not suffer the gentleman, ^yho had 
so kindly sought her out, to remain in 
the cold; adding, " She is all alone, her 
-daughter and the children being at Green- 
wich, with a relation of her husband's/' 

This passed as they proceeded along the . 
passage, and -ascended the stairs. Mrs, 
Pomfret gave the Marquis the meeting at 
her room door; atid he was extremely 
struck With her interesting venerable coun- 
tenance. 5 he ,was rather tall, though bent 
by age and misfortune ; and her dress, 
though of the most homely kind, was ac* 
curately neat, as was her apartment, which 
could not have been put in order for his 
reception. Her manners were those of a 
person who had mixed in genteel society; 
ajid her language was infinitely more re- 
fined than Mis. By<tar'«; kavipg jdiced 



Him a chair, and expressed her thanks for 
the trouble he bad taken, and, for his kind^ 
precaution in having sent her fripnd for- 
ward to announce his intended' visit, since, 
though she already knew that . her niece* 
•was an angel in Heaven, she little expected- 
to have been notice^ by her daughter, 
who must have inherited all her excellent 
qualities. Our hero made aji appropriate" 
reply, arid gratified* his own feelings, by 
bestowing some very deserved eulogiums* 
upon his beloved Zara, in whose name he 
presented' her with the packet he had 
brought Placing it upon % table that' 
Mood near her, she said, with a sigh, 
will examine it presently. May f inquire 
Kovr the General and Miss Umfrevjlle' 
are?" 

" The General is in a very indifferent* 
state of health, M&'ara. His daughter was* 
in excellent health yesterday ; and when* 
ou have' seen her, I am sure you will 
transfer fo her the love you once bore her' 
mother/* 

/ "Mzj? 
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" *May the Almighty bless and reward 
her! I shall indeed rejoice to see her, 
though our circumstances—" 

" f Nonsense!" cried Mrs. Ryder; " are 
you the less respectable for being poor? 
So let us see what your poor niece has left 
you ; an$ remember I prognosticate, that 
your latter dsrys will, like Job's, be'more 
prosperous than your former ones. People 
who have never known either sorrow or 
poverty, cannot enjoy prosperity like those 
that have. So open your packet, to please 
Hie. — You must excuse roe, Sir," turning 
to our hero ; " but I am obliged to rouse my. 
•Id friend now and then ; as, having been 
what I*all the most fortunate of the two, 
I have always had the greatest share of 
spirits — indeed, had I met with half Xhp 
*eal misfortunes which have assailed her, 
I should have sunk under them years 
ago." 

While this kind-hearted old woman was 
thus running on, Mrs.Pomfret broke the 
seal of her parcel. The Marquis, who had 

felt 
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felf extremely interested for her, from the 
moment he had heard her story, had slipped 5 
a fifty pound note under the inside eover> 
and inclosed it in another sheet of blank " 
writing-paper. The first thing, therefore,, 
that caught the notice of Mrs. Ryder wa*> 
this note falling upon the table, white her 
friend was unfolding the second cover^ 

" Here is a beginning, at all events/' she- 
exclaimed; " and this must have beert? 
shoved in at the end, after the packet was* 
sealed. Go on ; there is> something more* 
behind, for this was an after- thought, and 
. a very lucky one it was, for it is a fifty— v 
God bless* the donor ! — why, 'tis enough- 
to render yoti comfortable for a twelve-; 
month." 

" Indeed it is, and T may not Jive BalF 
that time/* cried the grateful Mrs. Pomfret,. 
with streaming eyes, while she mentally* 
returned thanks to Him from whom all good 
springs, €t though, bless God/' she resumed^, 
"*my health is tolerably good." 

" To be sure it is, and you may live to* 
oi ninety, 
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ninety, and 1 to see it. This is no time 
for repining.-— There now/' she went on, 
as Mrs. Pom fret had now completely un- 
folded her parcel, " this is truly, as we say' 
to children, ' shut your eyes, and see what 
God will send you for never did anything . 
arrive more apropos."] 

A short letter from the late Mrs. Umfre- 
vi\h was at bottom ; and her legacy con- 
sisted of about fifty pounds, in Indian gold 
coins, and various expensive trinkets, both 
of her's and her daughter's, to the amount 
of about a hundred more. Having wept 
over her belbved niece's short letter, Mrs. . 
Potnfcet repeatedly called down blessings 
«pdn thehe^d of her daughter, whom the 
Marquis delicately gave her to understand 
had added to hermother's gifts; assuring her, 
that henceforth she would receive a hundred 
•-year from the same quarter,/therefore re- 
quested she would seek Out a more eligible 
abode, and endeavour to make herself per* 
fectly comfortable. 

* You are very good* Sir; but,? I assure 

you, 
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you, I am already very eligibly situated, , 
for a person of my age ; and it is both my 
duty and my inclination to assist my poor* 
children. My friend has told yoamy short- 
story> I understand ; therefore I shall not" 
trespass upon- your time, by recapitulating ; 
my recent misfortunes; as I am convinced* 
( shall never again' feel the anguish of see- 
ing my child drooping for want of proper • 
nourishment, though all my* friends have- 
been more than kind towards us; and Mrs. . 
Kyder here has often deprived herself of *• 
comforts, to administer to our necessities/* " 

" I have only done as you would have- 
acted bjr me, had you been in my place/*' 
cried Mrs, Ryder; " I was only . grieved I 
had so little to offer" 

"The widow's mite is: always the most: 
acceptable," rejoined our hero: " So now, , 
Mrs. Pomfret, in Miss Umfreville's name, I J 
desire you would provide every necessary 
fpr yourself and your daughter. She will i 
•see you soon; and before the expiration ,i 
of a month, the annuity I mention shall be • 
d 5 , settleda 
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settled upon you and your daughter ; Stnil 
she will extend it to your grandchildren, i£ 
required. I hope to be better acquainted 
with you ere long ; meanwhile, you wilL 
greatly oblige me, if you can infofm me; 
who are your next door neighbours to the 
left. I have a particular reason, for making 
the inquiry ; but you^may depend upon: 
my discretion.** 

" I know but very. little about the people, 
you allude to,. Sir, except that, they are- 
Welch, and so is my landlady, .who, thought 
a truly religious excellent woman, is rather, 
fond of a little scandal, and she makes no 
allowances for younger and more thought- 
less people. But I rather, think your cu- 
riosity has been excited by having seen a* 
very lively beautiful girl, who lodges inMrs. . 
G Wynne's first floor/* 

" YoU have guessed very right; my dear- 
Madam ; and I think I have seen the, fair, 
lady before; but I give you my honour,. 
I have no intention of paying her a.visit;. 
nor do I think, to tell you the truth, I. 

should 
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should be a very . welcome guest. But I own* 
I am rather anxious to know how long sha 
has been in this neighbourhood,, and who> 
she gives herself out to be??* 

" Mr* and Mrs* Gwyiwne are not very' 
particular in that respect — inore's the pity, 
as they are a very honest-industrious couple, - 
but so fond of liquor, that they will never 
get forward in tbe world, .or save a shilling: 
for a rainy day ; and they neither require 
references nor characters with their lodgers; . 
and my landlady has learnt, that the young;, 
person* who, gave rise to-* your inquiries 
c$me very lately out of- the country. She. 
has been there about a month; /and Mrs.. 
G wynne says she is a woman of family; 
and fortune.. Her husband has come to* 
town to study under some great surgeon,, 
or to walk the hospitals, as he means to set: 
up for himself in a. few years. But, to> 
judge from your countenance, Sir, this^ 
story is not exactly gospel ; and, I am- 
fearful, some people may regret as much : 
£ > as 3 
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as T must rejoice at y bur. having- visited 
Royal Row." 

u I give you my honour, Twill not make 
mischief, my good Madam ; but if it is the 
Mdy I suspect, she i» not an Englishwo- 
man*" 

" You must be ri£ht in your conjectures, 
Sfej for I understand she is a foreigner;"" 

A. Frenchwoman, I would lay my life/* 
cried Mrs. Ryder: " I should have grieved-! 
to have heard of a beautiful English girl's , 
having gone wrong." 

" Have you ever, Madam, seen Iter re^ 
ppted husband ?" a§ked our hero. 

u Never, Sir. I am seldom at the win- 
dow; but my landlady has told me he- 
looks quite the country gentleman; and 
described him to me as appearing about - 
one or two-and'-twenty; florid complexion, 
stout, and rather short. . Is that like, the * 
person you suspect?'* 

" Very much so/* was the reply. " Have * 
you heard his name?" ^ 

"Browne. 
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** Browne he calls himself,** 

" Aye, a good common name," cried! 
lier friend; " for I vrarrant me they can. 
both lay claim to another." 

Our hero merely smiled, rising to take * 
his leave,, saying, " I shall not ask you to 
accompany nie^ Mrs. Ryder, las I reside at : 
no great distance from hence; but *you 
must suffer me to pay your coach back, 
to Islington/' putting a guinea into her. 
band. / 

99 1 beg, Sir, you will, always call upon 
mein future, when you want to find any- 
body; since, if you thus pay for coach-hire, . 
I'shall find it more advantageous than keep- 
ing a shop; and suffer rae to assure you, 
that I shall reckon this among the happiest 
days in my life." 

The Marquis was standing near the win? 1 
dow, with his hat in his hand, while she - 
was speaking, . and^ happening to turn his 
/head, in consequence! of some one gallop- 
ping by, he caught sight of Algernon, . 
upon the full . run* /who. flew up to his 

mistress'* 
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mistress's door ?s if he had been pursued 
by bailiffs.—" I am perfectly satisfied/'. he 
said, turning to Mrs. Pomfret, " as Mrv 
Browne is this moment, gone by. May I 
request you will not mention my having 
made any. remarks respecting them to your 
landlady, my good Madam, as I do not 
wish to blazon their errors ? And depend 
upon seeing Miss Umfreville very shortly/* 
Mrs, Ryder followed him- down to let 
Kim out ; and he departed, while the lovers 
were much too well occupied to belookuig - 
after him* 



GHAP.- 
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While crossing the bridge in his way home;, 
our hero would have given a trifle to have, 
heard what conjectures Algernon would, 
form, in consequence of Pauline having, 
seen hira, and how they would, act in con- 
sequence. Probably they would change 
their quarters. But. how would. Mr. Browne* 
look when he next* called upon, him?' 
Would he mention, his . cJierc amief He. 
hoped not ; . yet, if it should, ever be dis- 
covered that lie had seen Jiim enter a house 
where Pauline resided, might not Mr. . 
Langhton have reason to reproach him for 
not having:, noticed the circumstance ? His . 

beeping: 
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keeping so aloof from the family was nov, 
perfectly accounted Tor, since doubtless he^ 
spent most of his time at'Lambeth. Yet; 
situated as they were, and more than % 
doubting of their relationship, what need 
had bf to interfere in the business? , Still 
he could not reconcile his conscience ta*>. 
absolutely winking at what he knew Mr. 
Langhton would most severely reprobate;, 
since his having seduced an innocent girl, 
and persuaded her to leave her home and . 
friends, were great aggravations of his' 
error.' According to the time of day, he 
was most likely gone to dine with her. 
Possibly,- when he lfarnt whom she had' 
seen in the Row, it might put 3 check to 
his naturally ravenotis' appetite. At last,, 
however, he resolved to call at his lodgings,., 
as Fludyer-strcet was very little out of his * 
way, and he wished to hear what Belthorpe * 
would say, admitting he found him att 
home. The maid, who answered the door 
did not know whether the gerittemen were 
witbin — she.wonld run and see/ Before, 4 

however* , 
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however, she reached the first landing, the 
front parlour door, near which our hero 
remained standing, was opened by a little 
^girl, who was going in to her dinner, and, 
at the very moment, the maid, looking over 
the bannisters, called out, " They are not 
at home, Sir/' he caught sight of Belthorpe, 
ielping himself to a slice of roast mutton. 
He was therefore convinced that he had sfeeh 
Jiim pass the windows, and had given tjie 
jnatd her instructions how to act, and whafc 
to say; which was certafnly rather unfor- 
tunate, afc matters turtied out,' slhce'he a!s6 
caught a full view of ouf hero, upon turn- 
ing his head, when the child entered. Thfe 
knife ^nd fork instantly fell frerai his hands, 
and, starting from his seat, he hastened into 
the passage, requesting his very unexpected 
and very unwelcome gUest would'do him 
the- honour to walk up stairs. The Marquis 
complied with* his request, not chbsing to 
speak before the (ton fused maid, who sllirfk 
by him at tjie foot of ttve stairs!. Belthorpfc 
•* waa 
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.was still less at his ease, and seemed hardly 
to know either what he said or did. The 
Marquis allowed him a few moments for 
reflection, by saying, as soon as he wa& 
within the room, You seem to be very 
comfortably lodged here, Mr. Belthorpe. 
Algernon is not at home, I perceive?" 

" No, my Lord; be went to meet Lord 
Dunluce, a little after one, and was to have- 
been home by three ; if not, we were no^ 
to wait dinner for him, as he thought it 
ver)** probable he might dine in Portlands 
place, or at Lady Winifred's/* 

" Then I believe I may venture to assure 
you, he is now at dinner nearer home— 
that is, in Royal Row, Lambeth^ with hi* 
mistress." 

r Belthqrpe seemed half petrified* and. 
mare confused than ever, as he was but too* 
conscious that he had not succeeded in his 
first attempt to impose ypon his visitor* 
who must be aware that he had purposely 
been denied to him. Scarcely knowing 

whatr 
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what to say, or which way to look, he fal- 
tered out, " His mistress, my Lord ! 1 — I 
hope, my Lord Marquis ,a 

* It is very possible you may not be 
quite so wise as I am, Mr. Belthorpe ; still, 
as you were never to lose sight of your 
pupil, except you knew him to be with 
some of his relations, I am surprised you 
were so easily duped. As for his supposed 
engagements with Lord Dunluce, I should 
have presumed you would have objected 
to his keeping them, since I am convinced 
he is not the companion Mr. Langhton 
would wish him to select Does be tell 
you ho sleeps in Portland-place, when he 
devotes his night to his there amieV* 

" He has never, to my knowledge, my 
Lord, slept from home. He may, to fye sure, 
haveJbribed the maid, or have let himself 
put after all the family are retired, as there 
certainly is a key always hanging behind 
the door. But pray, my Lord, what has 
led you to suppose that he keeps a mis- 
tress?" . 



6fr 
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t€ My having, by mere accident, seen 
Pauline de La Tour, about two hours ago,, 
at her window in Royal Row ; and not more 
than half an hour since, I saw Algernon ettter 
the house where she resides, where I pre- 
sume he means to dine/' 

€t Pauline de La Toiir!" exclaimed the 
more and more confused tutor : cc Then I 
fear your Lordship has guessed very right ^ 
and we shall both be ruined and undone, if 
you vvriie your conjectures to Lady William,. 
May I therefore hopd, that; out of com- 
jta&fefa fo' y our brother; you will at least 
postpone doing so, till you have seen him, 
and heard wft&the has to alledge in his own 
defence >" '"*'•' ! "' ' l} 

*' I have nothing to do in' the business,,. 
Sir. I must presume you were not aware- 
where and how your pupil spent his time ^ 
I therefore thought it right to let you knovr 
who and what I fiad se£n. But I have no 
intention of writing to the Priory ; indeed*,, 
I am rather soffy chance led me to discover 
Pauline's retreat, whom you must know 

had. 
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Siad left Hilton before you left the Priory, 
^vhich, I must acknowledge, I fear was by 
Mr. Albany's request; but I shall not,in- 
terfere in the business, and certainly not 
transmit the intelligence to Mr.Langhtonj 
as I wish you to have all the honour of 
forking a reformation in your pupil's way 
<©f thinking." 

. <c Your Lordship is very considerate, and 
extremely obliging," was the reply; and 
not to keep him from his dinner, our hero 
took his leave,, well convinced that he had 
effectually spoiled his appetite, and that he 
had taken the mbst likely means to bring 
Algernon's amour to a speedy conclusion; 
since policy, he conceived, would induce 
Belthorpe to insist upon a separation taking 
place between him and Pauline. How far 
he was right in his conjectures, the sequel 
wll disclose. 

. In the evening, he waited upon General 
Umfreville, who always contrived to afford 
him a short Ute+d-titf with the lovely Zara ; 

to 
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to whom he briefly recapitulated all that 
had passed between him and Mrs. Pom fret, 
of whom he spoke in the highest terms; 
and her artless expressions of gratitude 
much more than repaid him for the trouble 
he had taken. She was extremely anxious 
to see the worthy woman, and infinitely 
obliged to her beloved Malcolm, for having 
promised, in her name, to provide for her 
future wants. — €< But will a hundred a-year 
suffice for that purpose?" she asked. f 
" Every thing goes by comparison, my 
dear girl ; the mere wants of such a woman 
as Mrs. Pomfret are easily supplied : but I * 
have it in contemplation to put her son- 
in-law into business again. The emolu- 
ments he will derive from that, in addition 
to the annuity, will, I make no doubt, render 
them all very comfortable; and Mrs. Pom- 
fret will feel herself less a dependant, than 
were we to enable her to keep her carriage ; 
for, to render her comfortable, we must 
not rfemove heir from the sphere in which 

she 
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*he has been accustomed to move, nor 
place her above her kind but less fortunate 
friends." 

" How much I approve of your notions, 
fay dear Malcolm ! Ostentatious gifts, as 
my poor mother used to say, are very- 
distinct from real charity ; and I am con- 
vinced your method of ^presenting my. 
trifling offering to this worthy woman, 
greatly enhanced, its value. For hisr own, 
sake, I wish my father possessed your real 
benevolence ; but he is so afraid of lower-/ 
ing himself, that he cannot bring himself 
to acknowledge any poor relations ; since 
I have known him very generous towards 
strangers. But while you were upon your 
charitable expedition, we went down to 
the villa, which is nearly ready for our 
reception ; indeed, the General means to 
take up his abode there on Saturday. I* 
hope he will find benefit from the change 
of the air, and amusement in superintend- 
ing his workmen. Thank Heaven, he is 
much less fretful than he used to be.' 

The 
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The Marquis thought that might Vfcty 
easily be accounted for, as he knew the 
General was so well pleased at having 
brought about the match between him and 
Zara, that it even Influenced his general 
.behaviour, and had certainly rendered hiia 
infinitely more kind tt> his daughter. 

But though outhero devoted so much time 
to his mistress, he generally saw JulianO 
once a-day >} to whom alone he launched 
out in praise of the lovely girl, whom he 
had- rendered him very impatient to see* 
rJor were the Earl and the Doctor remiss 
in their visits to the counsel before whom 
they had laid his case} who, after due 
deliberation, agreed, that; it would be most 
prudent 4o commence their attack by ad- 
dressing Father Btenedetto as from a magis* 
trate, before .whom it might be presumed 
Juliano had been brought, to give an ac- 
count of himself, in conformity to an a€t 
of Parliament respecting aliens* and as, 
from his incoherent tale, it appeared he 
had bfeen confined at Langhton Priory, the 
3 Fathe 
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lather must be requested to enter into 
some necessary details respecting §o strange 
a circumstance, as the person who wrote 
presumed the youth was an impostor, who 
tiad merely invented this improbable fiction, 
to account for his not having complied 
with the conditions of the said act now in 
force. A speedy answer might be required, 
and as they \yould purposely suffer the pld 
man to suppose they were more ignorant 
than was really the case, they thought he 
might relate a different tale to the one he 
had told when informed that his prisoner 
had made his escape. Should, however, 
lenient measures fail of, inducing him to 
acknowledge the real truth, they must in- 
stitute a legal suit of inquiry. 

The 'Marquis hoped> this letter would so 
alarm the old hypocrite, that he would 
apply to him for advice how to proceed ; 
in which case, he was prepared how to leacL 
him on, to make him confess having ex- 
changed the children. Should he not an-, 
swer the first letter, another might be dis- 

vol^ iv. e patched 
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patched by a special messenger, in which 
they might hold otit such threats as might 
induce him to enter into some sort of 
explanation. Should he come to town in 
consequence of the application, the magis- 
trate in whose name they should address 
him was to be prepared to receive hifti ; 
and the counsel made no doubt of fright- 
ening him into declaring the truth. 

It was therefore finally agreed to address 
the friar early in the ensuing week, without 
Jetting Juliano know of their intention, as 
they particularly wished to have it ascertain- 
ed who he really was, before they gave him 
any reason to suspect he was ah Albany. 

Dr. Campbell and our hero had sat rather 
late on this very evening, debating what 
was likely to be the result of the meditated 
application to the Father, and what steps 
it was likely Belthorpe and Algernon would 
take, in consequence of the JMarquis having 
seen Pauline in Royal Row, Malcolm was 
therefore not much surprised to find his 
supposed brother in the breakfast-parlour 

the 
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"the next morning. As Dr. Campbell pre* 
Sided at , the tea-table, Algernon merely 
attributed his visit to his wish to inquire 

>how the Marquis did, whom he was fearful 
he should not have found at home at a late* 
hoUr, as he almost lived in Ifarley-street. 
Qur hero agreed he had been very much 
out of late ; arid as soon as he could with 
propriety leave them tcte-a-tete, the Doctor 
withdrew, saying, "I am going into Wells* 
street, my Lord." 

Our hero nodded bis thanks ; afid Alg'er-r 
lion hastily began — " I did not like to speak 
before your old Mentor, as you call the 

•Doctor; but you got me into a pretty 
hobble yesterday, by calling at our lodgings. 
B. has done nothing but lectured me ever 
since. I hope in Cod you have tiot written 
to the Priory?" 

" I thought I told Mr. Belthorpe I had 
no such intentjpn, since I did not consider 
myself authorised to do so. Had you been 
more candid with me, when I, questioned 
you respecting Pauline, I should not have 
e g com- 
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communicated the discoveries I had made 
to Mr. Belthorpe, though I certainly should 
uot have approved of your having seduced 
a poor girl, who was in a manner under your 
^grandfather's protection." 

• " Then you really think,- brother, that 
1 prevailed upon Pauline to leave Hil- 
ton/' v 

< " She might not require much persuasion 
to come into your plans; but the fact 
speaks for itself" 

" Now positively, as I believe I once 
told you, her mother and she fell put, and 
she set off of her own accord ; but she lias 
since acknowledged, that knowing I was 
coming to London, she had resolved to 
precede me hither ; and to my great sur- 
prise, I received a letter from her, soon after 
my arrival, in which she invited me to visit 
her in Royal Row, where you saw both her 
*nd me, Belthorpe tells n^. But, pray, 
how came you to visit such an out-of-the*-. 
way place?" affecting a gaiety he was far 
from feeling — t€ Ypu went into No. — ; 

and . 
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mi there are only old or married womei* 
there, I understand." 

" I went to vjsit _fln plf* 1> , J " * k -* " 

"Certainly; I did not mean to be im- 
pertinfcnt; but I iwean to tell you how 
matters stand between Pauline and me. — I 
had certainly kissed and played with he* a 
little at Hilton ; and she thought, that if 
she came to London, I should go to church- 
with her; and if, after such a proof of her 
love, I should play the ford, why, who can 
blame me? it will be her firaft, hot mine. 
Bui I do, mean to set Madame's mihd at: 
ease, by letting her "know that I have seem 
her daughter ; and I shall endeavour to 
make up matters between them, as I shall 
haVe no. objection to her returning home 
how." {This was said With a. knowing ie'er. ) 
^ And I am sure w£ ihay depend upon your 
discretion, as you cannot think what distress 
1 found her in yesterday, owing to her • 
kaving seen you." 

" l*h*U «not ihterfere in the business, I 
- &3. have^ 
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have already told Mr. IJetfcfrorpei He> as 

the mother's and your confessor, is much 

±kc» most cpmpetent to advise you how to 
make Pauline amenrm mi ^> _ j 

vantage of the invitation she gave you; 

and I shall certainly not mention having 

seen her, when I write to the Priory." 

" That is being very good. So give me 
your hand once more; and leave me ta 
manage B. Should he be too impudent, 
it is only reminding him that I shall, one 
,cf these days, be owner of Langhton Priory 
—that will silence him." 

" No doubt," replied our hero ; who. 
could have added, that he had his doubts 
whether he ever would be so grfcat a man ; 
though he entertained none of Belthorpe'a 
being in all his secrets, since who else 
could have provided her with money for 
her journey, procured her a lodging, or 
have informed her where she might find 
her admirer? That he might have read 
Algernon a lecture, respecting his own and 
Pauline's want of caution, he thought .vefry 
' ' probable; 
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probable ; but as to his being really angry, 
that was a mere farce, of which he was by 
no means the dupe. He was therefore not 
sorry when Algernon took his leave, as he 

he proceeded into Harley-street. 

The Marquis of ijerwent had signified his* 
entire approbation of the prudent choice- 
he had made, and sincerely wished he had 
waited the arrival of the East Indian, before 
he had parted with his fiberty, since-he was^ 
absurd enough to faftcy he might in that case 
have rivalled one oPthe most elegant young 
men of the age/ The Marchioness' was not 
at home % . She had formed an acquaintance 
with various women of rank and fashion, 
who were all anxious to lead her into the 
follies which rank and fortune tolerate, as> 
a slight punishment; to her coro sposo for 
having made so strange a choice; 

After a short visit, therefore, our hero* 
departed ; and upon reaching Harley-street,, 
he found Mrs. Glover and her pupil debating, 
the various merits of Italian operas and plays.. 

x 4 Zanu 
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Zara acknowledged she should always give 
the preference to the latter, expressing a 
great wish to hear Braham. 

iC I will request Lady Algernon will make 

T 3 -7 • — • 

performs," said our hero. 

Mrs. Glover, now all complaisance, was 
rejoiced at the prospect there was of her 
dear young friend's very natural wish being 
gratified. 

- Zara was rather hurt than flattered by the 
wonderful alteration which had taken place 
in her behaviour ; an<& as they were to re- 
Biovce to the villa the next day, the Marquis, 
readily agreed to dine and sleep there on 
•the Sunday, upon condition the General 
•suffered his daughter to accompany the 
Countess to the play* the first time the 
Cabinet was performed, or $ny opera in 
;which Brahamsung. He declared that he 
had no objection to her visiting every 
public place that was open, in his and Lady 
Algernon's company ; entering into a thou- 
sand details respecting settlements, and then 

reverting 



LAN<5HT0K TtfOKT: 



9V 



reverting to his Villa, which he hoped to 
render one of the most elegant retreats li* 
the environs of the metropolis. And cer- 
tainly our hero had never befori been so 
sensible of the almost magic power of riches 
as when he arrived with Rosalie, who hbd 
befen included in the General's invitation 
to dinner, thfe next day, at Umfrevifte Lodge, 
which was now furnished m the mx>st ele- 
gant and expensive manner ; the finest 
exotrcs perftimed every room; and, in 
summer, the Marquis conceived, it would 
be a ffldst delightful habitation. 

The General had already planned various^ 
additions and alterations,, which he, of 
course, pointed out to our hero, requesting 
he would give his opinion very freely, as it 
was for him and his children that he was 
going to work. The Marquis, who never 
flattered even those he loved, pointed out? 
the only alterations he thought necessary, 
.in the interior of this Superb habitation ; 
but strongly advised his making various 
improvements in the grounds, well aware* 
k5 that: 
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that that would afford him occupation*, 
which must be beneficial to his health, and 
conducive to his good humour. 

Before he returned to town on the Mbn- 
dayjiewas obliged to hear the General's law- 
yer run over the rough draft of his marriage- ' 
settlements; and as our hero knew, that to 
argue with him upon any point, would be* 
a mere waste of time, and might, by irritat- 
ing him, shorten his days, he suffered him* 
to have his own way in> every respect^ well- 
aware that he could ajnply make up for- 
any want of. liberality he might evince to- 
wards his daughter, whose hands ought to 
be tied, the General maintained ; no woman* 
ever made a proper use of power; and he* 
should deserve to be deemed insane, were 
he to render even his own child indepen- 
dent of her husband; desiring the lawyer 
to be as .expeditious as possible, who, 
though, overwhelmed with business*, pro- 
mised to put the settlements in hand imme- 
. diately, and by the expiration of a fortnight, . 
he flattered himself they would be ready. 

At 
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At last oiir hero was suffered to depart; 
who promised to ride over the next morn- 
ing, when he hoped-to be able to inform 
Miss Umfreville when she might hope to 
see, or rather hear, the celebrated singer. 
He therefore hastened into Portland-place; 
as soon as. he had dined, to impart her 
wishes to Lady Algernon ; who, having seen 
in the papers that the Cabinet was to be 
performed on Wednesday, sent immediately 
to secure places, and desired he would en- 
gage the General to bring his daughter to* 
dine in Portjand-place, where she should 
sleep, if, as her Ladyship supposed, he re- 
turned to his villa; 

The Marquis promise J to obey her or- 
ders; merely stipulating, that she would 
do him the favour to breakfast in Arling*- 
ton-street on the Thursday morning, if Zara, 
was suffered to sleep at her house, as he 
wished to take her with him to pay a visit 
in the neighbourhood, and might not have 
such another excellent opportunity ; briefly 
relating to her and the Earl all that had: 
e 6 t passed* 
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passed between them respecting Mrs. Pom*- 
fret, where he had found her, &c, &c. 
merely omitting having added to Zara's* 
donation. 

Both Lord and Lady Algernon were de- 
lighted with this convincing proof, of the 
excellence of her disposition, and readily 
agreed to breakfast with him,, to afford her. 
an opportunity of seeing this sole surviving: 
relation of her mother. The Barl also seized I 
an opportunity to inform him, that their 
counsel, who had, by his advice,, made 
inquiries respecting the Prior in Somers - 
Town, having understood that he wa3 ex- 
pected home in the course of the week, . 
had wished to delay writing to the Father, , 
till it was seen what discoveries they could 
make, by taking the Prior before a magis- 
trate; and, in consequence, his Lordship - 
had agreed to postpone dispatching the 
important epistle, for one week more;; 
but if the monk was not th£n returned to * 
Somers Town, he was resolved not to re- 4 
main any longer in suspense ; declaring, . 

thatt 
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that he was more and more anxious to 
have Juli.ano reinstated in his rights, since he 
grew more and more ashamed of Algernon 
Albany, every time he saw him and when * 
he learnt the recent discovery our hero had - 
made respecting him, he declared he should, 
not feel perfectly happy, till the friar was^ 
brought to acknowledge the truth, as the 
more he saw or heard of the two young 
men, the more he was convinced that- 
Algernon was an impostor; protesting, he* 
would shew the Father no mercy, if he^ 
seemed inclined to be refractory; though* 
he could not take alny blame to himself for 
not having watched more strictly over his ; 
deceased brother's children, since even Lady: 
William Albany had not been aware of the - 
exchange . 
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CHAP. IV. 

After breakfasting with Juliano, our hero* 
rode down to Umfreville Lodge, to deliver 
Lady Algernon's message to the General'; 
who readily agreed to bring Zara to dine 
in town the next day, and to leave her to 
sleep in Portland-place, the Marquis pro- 
mising to bring her and Rosalie to dine at 
the villa on the Thursday. . 

Having thus settled matters perfectly to 
his satisfaction^ our hero, who was engaged 

to dine at General Lord % who had 

been with the army in Egypt, returned to 
town; but 'apt having called in Welbeck- 
street since Sunday evening, when he left 

Rosalie- 
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Rosalie thefe,he rode thither, before he wen* 
home ; and as her Ladyship was at home, he 
dismissed his horses and groom, preferring 
to walk from thence into Arlirigton-street; 

Being shfewn into thle drawing-room, he 
found her Ladyship and Rosailie t€te-d-tete,. 
the former apparently in a very-bad humour,, 
forwhichshe'thought k necessary to account, 
as»she particularly wished to rank high in the ' 
esteem of Lord Endermay, who, as a matter 
of course, inquired after Miss Albany. 

" I am only sorry she does not bear the 
name of her mother now,. Marquis, she is. 
grown so, partial to Mrs., and the Misses. 
Salvadore. Had she been brought up with, 
them, it would have been very natural 
but never having seen any of them before 
last month, I own I did flatter myself that 
they would not have rivalled me in her 
regard: but lam merely a restraint upon, 
the young lady, who is astonished at my. 
want of taste, in riot seeing much to admire- 
in her Jew relatives, who called at my door 
about a quarter of an - hour ago, and, almost 

without 
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without my leave, at least without my ab-> 
solute concurrence, have carried Miss Al- 
bany off to Hackney ; as my brother's folly 
has prevented me from putting a decided 
negative upon. her visiting these strange 
people, and Miss could not suppose I 
could have any objection to her obliging 
her mother ; though the last time she went* 
into St. Mary Axe, she staid three days, and 
this time I should not wonder were she to 
spend a week, either there or at Hackney, . 
as she all but told me, in plain terms, that 
she would go, as I certainly did hesitate,, 
when she asked my permission, wishing her 
to have accompanied Lady Algernon and 
her party to the play to-morrow night;: 
but I suppose she has some more agreeable* 
amusement in view ; and I should not won- 
der were Mrs. Salvadore to endeavour to 
fix her future residence in her own heigh- 
Bourhood, and to secure her large fortune 
to some member of the Synagogue. Upon 
my word, I am half tempted to believe that 
both she and your brother, Marquis, are 

changelings 
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changelings, they are so unlike the Albanys 
in every respect. This is, however, the 
last visit my ward shall pay the purlieus of 

Duke's-place.- When once she is of age, I 

- — - » ... _ - ■ — — — - — . — t . 1*1 — <■* — « 

hold the power, I will, convince her that I 
will be obeyed — not, believe me, that I 
regret her society, since my dear Rosalie 
is a much more agreeable companion ; and 
I .flatter myself with the belief, that she 
would prefer my company to that of a Mrs. 
Salvadore." 

Without deviating from the truth, or 
endeavouring to^pay her court at the ex-* 
pence of the absentee, Rosalie convinced 
the old Lady that she ranked very high in 
her esteem ; and as a slight punishment for 
what she deemed shameful ingratitude m. 
Miss Albany, she resolved, to make the 
young Catholic heir to the. best part of her 
property when she died; but prudently 
chose to keep this deterjginatiasi. to her* - 
eelf. 

The i>ext day, the Geoaeral, as agreed^ 

> uponj, 
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upon, brought the lovely Zara, at an early 
hour, into Portl^pd-place ; where our hero, 
Lady Winifred, and Rosalie, gave him the 
meeting. The Nabob was extremely gay, 

secretly wished she had kept her ward in 
as excellent order as he had done his daugh- 
ter, as she could not at all reconcile herself 
to her associating with her mother, and the 
low set with which she conceived an in- 
habitant of St. Mary Axe must be sur- 
, rounded. In-vain did the Earl and Marquis 
assure her, that many Jew merchants asso- 
ciated with the first nobility, and vied even 
with royalty in their entertainments; she 
was not to be reasoned out of her pre- 
judices, having from a girl held the very 
name of citizen in contempt,* and that of 
Jew in abhorrence. Finding it, therefore, 
a vain attempt to reconcile her to her 
ward's being ao inmate of Mr. Salvadore, 
they gave up the point, though the Marquis 
bad been very ably seconded by the General. 
But, atr an early hour, the Countess^ re- 
minded 



IAKGHTON PRIORY. 91 

minded the young people, that if they 
wished to see the first act, they must be 
grunge, in which, -oF -cmvrxe, they made 
no objection. Therefore, leaving the Earl 

to cm ci tctin mc rvavw mm ««» « 

both meant to retire early, as Rosalie was 
to sleep .with her fair friend in Portland- 
place, the party proceeded to Drury-lane> 
Lord Dunluce making the fifth in the coach>. 
wHo had hinted to the Marquis his sus- 
picion that Algernon was engaged in some 
love-affair, not having seen him for an age; 
if not, his tutor had taken the alarm, and 
had chosen to have him denied^ when he 
called in Fludyer-street. Our hero, in reply, 
said he was happy to find he was not in his 
confidence,, if he really had formed any 
amorous engagement;, not chusihg to in- 
form him of the discovery he had made in 
Royal Row. But having reached the play- 
house in excellent time, they found them- 
selves very comfortably seated, in one ofi 
the dress-boxes on the King> side> a few 
minutes before the curtain rose* which 

afforded* 
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afforded the young ladies an opportunity 

of looking round them. The house was 

very full ; but the more fashionable part of 

the audie nce had not yet m ade their ap*_ 
yididiicu ; still thiTelegant party attracted 

general notice, as the young ladies were 
both remarkably Handsome, and ha* th* 
farther recommendation of being new 
faces; and the gentlemen were both fine 
figures, particularly the hero of our tale, 
who was certainly unrivalled in point of 
cmmteirancc and features — at least so 
thought tire lovely Zara, whose eye* fre- 
quently reverted to him with encreasifig 
satisfaction. The drawing up of the cur=- 
tain induced he* to transfer her attention 
to the stage, till it was rather drawn from- 
the performers, by -a bustle in the next box 
to them ; and Mr» Salvadore's places being 
called for, " Salvadore !" whispered Rosalie;. 
" why, surely these are not my cousin's city 
delations?" 

The bare supposition rendered the 
whole party rather anxious to see their 

neighbours^ 
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^neighbours, tr though there might be 
man}" more of the name/'-, the Countess 
observed. But in another minute Rosalie 
recognised the. features of the once Lady. 
Albertus Albany, in the first- lady who en-, 
tered the box, who was handed down to 
the front seat, by an elderly gentleman, she 
presumed was her husband. Miss Albany 
was close behind her, and appeared more 
pleased than surprised, when she caught 
*ight of the Countess's party ; which in- 
duced that Lady and our hero to fancy this 
had been a concerted plan, to afford the 
Salvadore family an opportunity of seeing 
the majority of her titled relatives, and the 
future Marchioness of Endermay. What 
might also encrease her satisfaction was, 
she was handed in by a very handsome 
well dressed ra&n, about our hero's age, and 
who certainly looked infinitely more the 
gentleman, than many of the titled men 
of the Marquis's acquaintance. -Like his 
fair companion, he seemed more pleased 
than surprised, at finding himself in the 

immediate 
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immediate vicinity of so many members of 
the Derwent family, over whom he glanced 
his eyes, while Hannah curtsied, or, rather 
moved, to the Countess and Rosalie, and to 
Miss Umfreville, when their eyes met. Two 
younger ladies next made their appearance* 
whom Rosalie pronounced to be the Misses 
Salvadore ; and an elderly female, the go- 
verness of the two latter, completed the 
party* Miss Albanyfs beau placed himself 
behind her, next the governess, and cer- 
tainly appeared to the full as much a mail 
of the world, and as scrupulous an observer 
of the reigning fashions, as Lord Dunluce. 
Mrs. Salvadore was still a very good-looking 
woman, and had been much handsomer 
than Miss Albany, at her age. She was very 
expensively clressed, wore rouge, for fear 
her jewels should diminish the lustre of her 
black.eyes; and though she certainly looked 
a member of the Synagogue, she had also 
the appearance ofa woman of consequence, 
and of being extremely good-humoured. 
Her younger daughters plainly evinced^ 

they 
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they were of Jewish extraction ; else they 
were more elegant girls than their elder 
sister, ; and had received even a more ex- 
pensive education. Mr. Salvadore looked 
the rich merchant, and seemed the gentle- 
man in his manners. He was rather stout, 
yet did not appear vulgar; and his lan- 
guage, though peculiar to his nation, was 
rather refine^. 

Both parties, it may be supposed, rather 
critically scrutinised each other. The 
Countess could have wished Lady Winifred 
had accompanied them, as she thought the 
appearance of this fey her despised family was 
very much in their favour ; and they agreed 
that the Marquis was one of the finest young 
fellows they had ever seen ; and that Zara 
and Rosalie were beautiful unaffected ele- 
gant girls. Lord Dunluce wondered, in a 
whisper, " Whether his favourite Hannah's 
beau was a Jew or a Gentile?" 

" You had better ask him," resumed the 
Marquis, in the same low tone. " At all 
events, he looks a man of fashion." 

This 
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This Lord Dunluce was not inclined to 
allow; and having hcaTd him address his 
cousin, pronounced him a descendant of- 
the ten tribes; The Countess urged, that 
he was merely angry at seeing himself cut 
out by a city merchant; and the Marquis 
could dot decide the point. .The appear- 
ance of Braham for a time withdrew his 
attention from their neighbours, and en- 
tirely engrossed the notice of Zara and 
Rosalie, wiio were both delighted with his 
singing ; and between the acts he became 
the object of their conversation, in which 
Lady Algernon joined, who never having 
been introduced to Mrs. Salvadore> while 
she bore the name of Albany, could not 
with propriety address her; and, after the 
first moment of triumph Hannah Albany 
had experienced upon her entrance had- 
gone by, she almost wished she had not 
been so anxious to display her titled re- 
latives to the Salvadore party, as she re- 
flected they might inform Lady Winifred 
that she had a gentleman in her suit, whom 

she 

3 
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she might fear had encreased her partiality 
to St. Mary Axe, sfnce he was eertainly very 
attentive to her, and, considering the short- 
ness of their acquain tance, our hero thought 
they seemed to be upon very familiar terms. 
When, however, all was over, Hannah passed 
her mother, to get to the side of the other 
box, near which the Marquis and Lord Dun- 
luce were now standing. She affected to wish 
to speak to Rosalie, who happened not to 
see her, as she was conversing with Zara*- 
specting two handsome children in an oppo- 
site box, to which their eyes wefe directed. 

" Can I convey what you wish to say 
to my sister, my dear coz?" asked th6 
Marquis. 

" Shall you see Lady Winifred to-night, 
Marquis she asked. \ 

" I do not suppose I shall, as Rosalie 
sleeps in Portland-plate, and she talked of 
going home early; but if you have any 
message to send her, I will take care ,f 

<e My dear -cousin," interrupted Lord 
fiunluce, ".suffer me to be your Mercury 
-vol, iv, p upon 
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upon this occasion : Lord Endermay would 
make a point of conscience of breaking in 
upon her Ladyship's retirement, a moment 
sooner than she would deem consistent with 
etiquette;; while I,. to oblige you, should 
not mind waking. her out of her first sleep." 

" You boast of more than you dare per- 
form, my dear coz," was the retort* 

At that moment, Rosalie having, turned 
round, she beckoned to her, saying, " Was 
Lady Winifred in a better humour to-day,' 
my dear girl, than when I took leave -of 
her yesterday f " % 

" I left her , in Portland-place, and in 
very good spirits. She expects you home 
to-morrow — I presume you recollect." 

" I know she does; but, as I fear she may 
object to my again visiting my mother, I 
shall .seize the^preserit opportunity to keep 
'holiday :> therefore, will you be so obliging 
as to inform her that we met very acci- 
dentally this evening, and that I am going 
to^Windsor to-morrow-? but she may de- 
pend upon seeing me on Friday evening." 

, ."I will; 
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I will certamly deliver your message; 
but as I may not see her till late in the day 
to-morrow, suppose you write her your 
intentions ; she will think it more respect- 
ful, and I- will endeavour to amuse her 
during your absence/' 

rf You are very kind. I know she will, 
feel herself offended, as she is extremely 
jealous of my mother. — Talking of that, 
bow do you like Mr. Salvadore and my 
sisters ?" - (This was spoken in a low whis- 
per. ) cc Mr. Mendez is a relation of Mt. 
SalvadoreV 

" I am -shocked to death to be obliged 
to break up your conference, my dear 
cousins," cried Lord Dunluce; " but Lady 
Algernon's carriage stops the way, and we • 
must be going, fair Rosalie;" who was not 
sorry she was thus prevented from giving 
her opinion of Mr.Mendez and the Salva- 
dore family ; and having soon joined the 
rest of the party, they hurried down to the 
door at which the carriage was in waiting; 
and haling taken their seats, were presently 
f2 ' out 
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out of the crowd and bustle attendant upon 
all public places, -when the Countess in*- 
quired, -whether Hannah had sent any mes- 
sage to Lady Winifred, and wheq she meant 
*o return into Welbeck-street ? 

Rosalie repeated all that had passed be- 1 
ttween them. 

* c She will quite provoke Lady Win,, if 
ushe thus trespasses upon her indulgence; 
and I cannot approve of Mrs. Salvadore's 
encouraging her to treat her Ladyship with 
disrespect, though I agree she may feel 
herself hurt at having had her maternal 
feelings so little consulted in the first in- 
stance. But did she, my dear girl, teH you 
who her beau was?" 

" She merely informed me that his name 
was Mendez, Ma'am, and that he was a re- 
lation of Mr. Salvadore's/' - 

" I told you hfe was a Jew," cried Lord 
Dnnluce. 

" His name would lead me to suppose 
you are right/' rejoined our hero ; " but 
he is the handsomest Jew I ever saw." 

"Iam 
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rp I am inclined to think he is merely of 
Jewish extraction/' said Lady Algernon r 
" at all event?, he is rather a* dangerous 
companion for Hannah Albany, since Lady- 
Winifred will never consent to her forming: 
such a connexion," 

" Mrs. Salvadore mast be aware of that/' 
said our hero; " and he may be otherwise 
*flgaged, If not married/' 

" That 1 very much doubt/* obtruded* 
Lord Dunluce. " At ail events, Hannah 
was in high luck aunt Winny withstood the* 
temptation of accompanying, us to Drury- 
Jane, since, I dare say, she woyld have- 
ordered her into our box* if she had nor 
set: out for High wood at daybreak to-mor- 
row; morning/' 

" We must mention having seen her with 
the Salvadores/' said the Marquis; « bufc 
I think we have no need to enter into any 
farther details/' 

" Now positively, Marquis, I think aunt 
Winny ought to be told that there are hand- 
some Jews, which she isivery much inclined 
f3 . to> 
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to doubt ; for suppose Salomon, or'Moses, 
jor Isaac Mendez, shoi^ld snap up my pretty 
Poll, and she should afterwards learn that 
we saw them together, she will vow we 
were all in a league against her." 

This ridiculous speech highly amused 
-Zara and Rosalie. It was, however, finally 
resolved: not to mefltionMr.Mendez to her 
Ladyship, since Mrs. Salvadore would cer- 
tainly not wish to* promote a match be- 
tween her and her daughter. ' 

The Earl was alone when they arrived in 
Portland-place ; and when informed whom 
they had seen, he wished he had joined 
them when his guests departed; never 
having seen Mrs. Salvadore since she was a 
widow; though he much feared Lady 
Winifred, would highly resent Hannah's 
taking advantage of circumstances to visit 
Windsor; and were she even to suspect a 
handsome Jew'was of the party, she would 
never suffer Hannah to visit St. Mary Axe 
again not that he supposed either she or 
her mother were inclined to, favour Mr- 
, / Mendez, 
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Xfendez, who might nevertheless be a very 
amiable pleasant man, and, Religion apart, 
more likely to render the girt happy than 
any needy man of rank, who might* over- 
look the blot in her escutcheon, for the 
sake of her fortune. So. thought our hero 
tut agreed Lady Winifred would not be of 
the same opinion. 

It was late, it may Be presumed, before" 
the party retired ; yet they all met at eleven 
o'clock the next morning, in Arlington- 
street, where,; after partaking of an ele- ' 
gant breakfast/ 1 they again separated; the 
Countess sayiYig, &he, should proceed into 
Wdlbeck-street, ks shfc feared Lady Winifred 
would be terribly out of sorts when she- 
received Hannah's note; and should she* 
not have writteri, ft would be necessary to 
inform her wh£ri she might expect U6 see 
her; advising the Marquis and :the? young 
ladies to call upon her in their - way to 
UmfreVille lodge. They promised they 
would., The EarJ^and Lord-Dimltice had 
other engagements; an£ as soon as they 
f 4 4 , werec 
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were gone, our hero, Zara, and Rosalie, 
who was in all their secrets, crossed the 
Park, on foot, and proceeded over the 
bridge to Royal Row, and reached Mrs. 
Pomfret's door between one and two. It 
was a-jar, owing to the mistresa of the 
house being gone into the neighbourhood. 
Therefore, not to derange the old lady, 
who he knew was, rather infirm, the Marquis 
led the way to her room door, at which he 
knocked. Presuming it was her landlady* 
Mrs. Pomfret called out, ".Come in, Mrs, 
Griffiths;'' when, to the infinite surprise 
of her and her family, who were all seated 
round her at dinner, our hero and his two 
elegant companions entered the apartment 
Though the least able, Mrs. Pomfret was the 
first to rise ; and her son-in-law, daughter^ 
and children, instantly didtfte same, won- 
dering who these fine folks were,. But 'they 
were not long kept in suspense, since the 
moipent Mrs. Pojnfret caught a full view 
of the. lovely £ara, she hastened forward* 
3ud> throwing her arms round her, she said, 

" I require 
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u I require m> introduction to yoti; my 
dear young lady: lam sure- you arc the 
daughter of my beloved niece/* embracing 
her with streaming eyes ; but while she was . 
welcoming, thanking, and blessing Zara in 
the same breath, aur hero surveyed the rest 
of the party, whose frugal meal, the re- 
mains of a piece of cold boiled beef and 
some warm potatoes, shewed that they were* 
economical from principle, and that the 
late money they had received, and the-pro-v 
raises he then made them, had not rendered 
them unmindful of the past, 4 nor less frugal* 
in their expenditure. 

The son-in-law, whose name wasBenwell;. 
being in his working-dress, wished to have * 
left the room, when he understood who. 
Miss Urn freville was; but the Marquis would; 
not suffer him, declaring he was very sorry 
they had so ill-timed their visit — his dress was , 
a: proof of his industry, and did him credit. 
* c Your wife and children, I presume 
looking at a verys pretty delicate. woman*, 
agd two neat infants, who were clinging to* 
Fi5^ her,, 
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her, not knowing what to snake of these 
stratogers. 

€C Yes, and please your honour/* was the 
reply. — " I only wish they had as 4mich 
reason to be proud of me as I am of them. 
My imprudence brought them and my ex- 
cellent mother-in-law into the greatest dis- 
tress: yet tfyey have never reproached me 
for having almost reduced them to want 
bread. To be sure, I was not absolutely 
to blame; and I have been doing all in 
my power since, to maintain them, in some 
degree of comfort ; and I bless God I was 
enabled to pay fifteen and ninepence iir 
the pound when I broke ; therefore, I sobn 
got my certificate ; and had it not been for 
-the heavy iaw expences, and my goods 
having been sold off at a great disadvantage, 
I could have paid everybody their own, and, 
have had a few pounds left; white the* 
rascals who occasioned my ruin have not 
made a dividend yet, and are not likely, 
first and last, to pay more than half-a-crowi* 
in the pound/' 

" Then 
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** Then you must feel infinitely happier 
than ever they will do/' replied the Marquis; 
'* and as I am always inclined to promote 
the welfare of really^ industrious people; 
tell me candidly, what money it woulfl Te-. 
quire to set y&ir up in business- again ? 
Mis* Umfeeville 4peans to provide for Mrs* 
Pom fret r therefwe Ishall "take upon 'me- 
to place you above want."' 

" Speak freely, my good friend/^ said I 
the benevolent Zara, perceiving that the * 
poor man hesitated ; " the -Marquis of En- 
dermay holds out no promises that he .wills 
not more than fulfil." 

With increased confusion, upon finding *. 
he was in the presence of so great a -man, . 
Benwell ventured to say, " That he ffedU 
\hoke for nine hundred pounds/' • 
. " Then, not to keep you in 'Suspense* 
my worthy , friend, and to convince* you * 
that I am resolved to be your friend, if you t 
\fill give'me a pen and ink, I* Will fill^up a - 
clteck upop my: banker fbr- a .thousand'', 
pbunds/ which will, Iifierpe, *ttalil0 yowto * 
f.6 sett 
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set up again with an equal prospect of suc- 
cess, and a larger stock of experience ; and 
should yap ever require a few hundreds 
more when you are settled, be candid, and 
yQ\i -shall always find nie your friend/' 

The astonished and pverjoyed family 
gazed at ea^h other for a moment in sijent 
amaze, appearing to doubt the evidence of 
their ears; when Mrs. Pomfret, who had 
learnt from Zara how much she had already 
been indebted to our hero's generosity, 
involuntarily fell upon her knees, to return. 
Ji$r thapks to hen's and her children's be- 
nefactor. Benwell and his wife instantly 
did the same ; but were unable to utter a 
word expressive of their heartfelt gratitude. 
Their teais k were, however, sufficiently elo- 
quent ; and their eldest girl, who. was about, 
four years old* followed their example, 
requesting the m^ch affected Zara* 'who had, 
been endeavouring to raise her aged rela- 
tion, would forgive her, as she would be 
very good, and learn her letters* Catching 
he* up*f sdtenderijjussijag her, she assured 

her 



LAKGHtOK, PRIORY. 1 09 

her she should henceforth do *so at her 
expence : and while the Marquis; who had 
insisted upon Ben well and hishwife resume 
ing their seats, was filling up the promised 
check; Zara told the delighted grand- 
mother, that, in addition to the hundred a- 
year she meant immediately to settle upon 
her and her daughter, She would take the- 
education of this child upon herself ; when, 
perceiving that our hero had done, she 
rose to take her leave, promising to see 
Mrs. Pomfret again the first opportunity;, 
and with the check, the Marquis gave y?ung 
Benwell his card, upon which he had writ- 
ten his full address, saying, fC Make no 
scruple of applying to me, if you require 
a few hundreds more, to set you comfort- 
ably a-going. The annuity Miss Umfreville 
means to settle upon Mrs. Pomfret and yoor * 
wife, shall be properly secured by an ap- 
propriate deed, which my attorney shall; 
- "bring .you ; but, not to keep yon any 
longer from your dinner, we shall bid yon. 
adieu, for the present. But I must request 
we may soon hear how you hive settled 
/ matters^ 



lie 
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matters, as f am anxious to see you all 
in a more comfortable situation-.*' 
- The Marquis and his lovely companions 
now \Vithdrew, probably even more gra* 
tified than the party they left; who of 
course guessed that this handsome young 
Lord was upon the point of marriage to 
Miss Umfreville, to oblige whom he had 
thus amply provided for all their future 
wants. 

His Lordship's post-chaise and fourwas in 
waiting when they returned into Arlington- 
street, in which they ail, three proceeded- 
into Welbeck-street. 

The Countess had found Lady Winifred* 
pacing her drawing-room, with her ward's- 
note in her hand, which she immediately 
put into Lady Algernon's hands, saying, 
" I have just 'received that from Hannah — *** 
whenever she so styled Miss Albany, it was' 
a? sure sign she was highly displeased with 5 
her — u who has actually had the assurance 
to set off with those Jews to. Windsor, after* 
promising me she would return home, to- 
day; and tfyat I might not ljave.it in »my:» 

power 
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power to prevent her going, she did not 
dispatch her note till they were in the 
carriage." % 

The Countess thought Mrs. Salvadore was 
more to blame than her daughter, as* she- 
ought to- have been aware of the impro- 
priety of taking her so far from home, 
without having previously asked her Lady- 
ship's consent ; mentioning having seen her/ 
at the play, and was giving her opinion 1 
of the Jew merchant and his daughters, when* 
the Marquis, Zafa, and Rosalie, joined 
-them; and the latter instantly said, " That* 
her cousin had told her that she was going 
to Windsor with her mother and sisters,, 
and had requested that she would apologize 
to her Ladyship, for her having rather taken 
French leave upon the occasion, as the* 
party had been made purposely upon her 
account, as she presumed she was fearful ' 
of hurting Mrs, Salvadore's feelings, had she 
refused to have gone with them, else she 1 
kpew she was afraid her Ladyship would 
feel herself offended/' ^ t 

" You 



" You plead her cause much better than* 
she xloes herself, my dear Rosalie, as she* 
well knows she acted in direct opposition 
to my commandos, when she went into publics 
with those Salvadores. To be seen with? 
such people, is enough to prevent her. ever 
forming an eligible connexion. I only 
wonder she does not spend their Sabbath 
with them, as the next thing I shall expect 
to hearts, that she is turned Jewess — she is 
one in her heart already/* 

The Countess affected to laugh at the 
notion ; and as Lady Winifred fancied she* 
had caught a cold, and objected to accom- 
panying her home, Rosalie requested Zara> 
would excuse her proceeding to the villa,, 
as she could not think of Icaviirg her Lady- 
ship at home, and unwell. 

We. must do Lady Winifred the justice; 
to declare, she did not wish thus to tax her* 
young injnate 's .politeness, though she was 
both flattered and pleased when she persisted ; 
in renaming in town. TheMarquisandZara, 
therefore, set out for the villa tite-d-tite; 

afld. 
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and both were astonished when they drove 
round the sweep leading to the house, the 
journey never before having appeared so 
short to either* The General was still sur- 
rounded by workmen ; and, though rather 
disappointed in not seeing Rosalie, he was 
perfectly satisfied with her reasons for re- 
maining in town ; vowing f that were he in 
Lady Winifred's place, he would make the 
young lady repent having disobeyed orders. 
The Marquis made no doubt but he would; 
but not wishing to hear him display his 
atbitrary spirit, he; changed the subject, and 
had the satisfaction of seeing him in an 
excellent humour with his daughter, when 
he took his leave, promising to spend Satiuv 
day and Sunday at the Lodge. 




CHAP. 



114 



LANGHTON MIGHT- 




CHAP. V* 



Little of moment occurred during the 
three following days. Miss Albany returned 
home on the -Friday evening, and, as may 
Be supposed) met with a very cool reception 
from Lady Winifred, who assured her, that, 
except to take leave, she should not, with 
her consent, again visit Mrs. Salvadore. 
This she expected, she told Rosali^ who' 
accompanied her brother down to the 
Lodge on Saturday. He had breakfasted 
» with his favourite, with whom Dr. Campbell 
spent some time every day, and who felt 
himself doubly flattered at being so fre- 
quently visited by our hero, now he was- 

the 
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the declared admirer of a woman he sin- 
cerely loved., and to whom he devoted mprd 
time than he probably would have done to 
a more fashionable belle, with a view of 
keeping her irascible father in some degree 
of order. 

. At an early hour on the Mondays 
he returned to town with Rosalie, with 
whom he first proceeded into Welbeck- 
street. Lady Winifred was in very great 
tribulation, having just received a letter 
from her housekeeper, who had written .to 
inform her, that Gordon, her venerable 
Jiause-steward, bailiff, agent, and factotum, 
who had long been in a declining state of 
health, was so much worse, that his life was 
despaired of, and he was in consequence 
extremely anxious to deliver up his trust to 
some confidential person of her appointing; 
as he had much to say, and many things 
relative to his. accounts to. explain, besides 
various instructions to give then respecting 
some of the tenants, x whose leases were ex-» 
piriag, and whom he knew would take 
unwarrantable advantages of any stranger 

they 
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they might hope to mislead ; yet he coulcf 
not bear the idea of delegating his power 
or delivering up his accounts to her Lady- 
ship's attorney, as he might act tery con- 
trary to h^r wishes or her interest: and he 
was as prejudiced against lawyer?, as her 
Ladyship was against Jews. Her Ladyship 
was lamenting over this letter, when our 
hero arrived, ' and debating whether she 
ought not to return home in consequence;, 
yet in that case, she must call in her 
attorney,' and that she was very averse to 
do. While she was thus running on, an 
idetf occurred to the Marquis, which in** 
duced him to propose setting out himself 
for Highwtfod, to oblige her. She was 
extremely ^surprised, and infinitely flattered, 
by his very: f unexpected determination; 
but declared she dare not take advantage 
of his polite offer, situated as he was with 
respect to Miss Umfreville; Possibly either 
he or Dr. Campbell could recommend some 
trusty person to succeed Gordon. x . 

" That nrnst be a future consideration ; 
and it might be of importance to her in* 

tere$t* 
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terest, that one of her friends should hear 
nil he had to say, and take charge of his 
papers and keys. Miss Umfreville would 
doubtless grant him leave of absence for a 
few days; and, with her leave, Rosalie should 
return with him to the villa, whore, if she 
had no objection, she should remain white 
lie was gone." 

Both her Ladyship and Rosalie highly ap- 
proved of the notion ; and he departed, pro- 
mising to call for his sister by four, at latest, 
as he proposed dining with the General. 

From her Ladyship's he hastened into 
Portland-place, to inform his uncle why he 
had so readily undertaken to become her 
Ladyship's representative upon this occa- 
sion, as he thought he might, through the 
means of Donald, discover whether the 
Prior had been, or still was- in that neigh- 
bourhood, since he must be either at Hilton 
or secreted in the turret. The Earl highly 
approved of his intention, requesting he 
would accompany him to their counsel's, who 
might probably wish the first letter to the 

Father 
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Father should be sent while he was in the 
neighbourhood, as he would very probably 
be consulted by the old hypocrite, were he 
upon the spot ; and, at all events, he would 
be able to draw some conclusions from the 
old fellow's behaviour. Counsellor ■ 
thought it a very fortunate circumstance 
the Marquis was going into that neighbour- 
hood, since, if the first Jetter had not the 
desired effect, a second might be sent, un- 
der cover, to Mr. Langbton, which must 
lead to some decisive explanation. It was 
jherefore settled, that the first should be 
dispatched the next day, by which means 
it would readi the Priory the morning after 
his arrival at Highwood; and as he knew 
the time of day when the post came in, he 
promised, if he could at all make it conve- 
nient, to be at Mr. Langh ton's when the 
important letter was delivered, as he should 
then see what effect it would have upon 
the old sinner, who would most probably 
consult him as to how he ought to proceed, 
as he must let Mr. Langhton know that his 

supposed 
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supposed nephew was at last forthcoming 
and he would certainly wish to be guided 
by his advice. . • 

Our Hero therefore hastened home, to 
give Donald orders respecting his journey; 
ivho was convinced that he should be 
able to ferret out the old Prior, if he 
was in the neighbourhood. Leaving him, 
however, to make the necessary prepara- 
tions, the Marquis proceeded- to his fa- 
vourite Juliano's, to whom he merely ac- 
9 knowledged he was going to seek the Pripr, 
as theip counsel ^thought he ought to be 
secured, before they proceeded to alarm 
the Father; Dr. Camp'bell would see him 
every day during his absence ; and, under 
cover to him, he would write him, shouW 
anything material transpire. Juliano could 
only regret he was the occasion of his 
undertaking such a joutney ; repeatedly 
declaring> that he should be perfectly sa^ 
tisfied with the title of his friend; acknow- 
ledging that he feared he should come out 
to be the natural child of some churchman, 

whenever 
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'whenever Father Benedetto chose to de- 
clare who he really was. Our hero merely 1 
observed, that he hpped better things; 
but, as it grew late, bid him farewell ; ahd 
having ordered his curricle to meet him 
in Welbeck-street, he went in search of 
Rosalie, who was ready to attend him. 
Therefore, after promising to call for her 
Ladyship's final commands on his return, 
he drove his sister to the Lodge. 

The General was extremely happy to see 
him; but blamed him for being so com- 
plaisant to Lady Winifred. He therefore 
told him, in confidence, that he had far 
more serious reasons than merely to receive 
her steward's keys and papers, for under- 
taking this journey, promising to be more 
explicit when he returned. This explana- 
tion satisfied the Nabob, who assured him 
the settlements would be ready by the end 
of the w^ek. He hoped to be in town again 
by that day week at farthest; promising to 
write to him and Zara, should any unfore- 
seen event detain him a day longer than he 

expected. 

3 
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expfcted* Sfae was extremely obliged to 
him for having brought his sister to stay 
with her While he was away, as she acknow- 
ledged she should think the time long till 
she saw him again. He assured her, that 
no trifling business would have induced hiqa 

"to have absented himself from London, 
situated as they were; but there were 
reasons/ which he was not at present at 
liberty to explain, which rendered it ab- 
solutely necessary th$t he should visit 
^Lancashire. She assured him, in return, 
that she was hot so selfish as to expect to 
engross all his time ; and as he had giyen 
Rosalie the same reasop for haying so rea- . 

* dily Undertaken this journey, she feared he 
had made some discoveries respecting her 
brother, which he thought it necessary tp 
make known to Mr. Langhton ; but did not 
chuse to ask him any questions, well aware 
that he must hay^ some particular motive for 
declining to .eater into any explanation. 

Between seven and weight he returned to 
town. Lady Winifred had written him her 
vol* iv fc e full 
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full instructions bow to proceed, she' said, • 
having, in Tact, given him a varte blanche; 
and requested that he would be solely- 
guided by his own superior judgment, as 
jshe should sanction everything he did. He 
promised to be guided by circumstances, 
and to write for further orders, should any 
unforeseen event occur during his absence. 

He then returned home, where he found 
Dr. Campbell and Algernon, whom he had 
sent to invite to sup with him, waiting his 
return. The former almost immediately 
left the latter tete-d-tete with him, whom he 
had merely seen once for a few minutes 
with Lord punluce, since he had made the 
discovery respecting Paulinie, as the youth 
had kept more than ever aloof from every 
member of the family since that period ; 
and he was not a little startled when our 
hero told him he had sent for him — S€ To 
inquire, whether he had any message to 
send to Mr. Langhton and Lady William 
Albany, as he proposed setting out for 
Lancashire at; daybreak the next morning ?" 

" Good 
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€€ Good Heavens! what can haye induced 
you to take such a journey, my dear bro- 
ther?" 

" Business for Lady Winifred, And, if 
you wish it, I can I6t Madame de La Tour 
know how eligibly her daughter is situ- 
ated/' 

" For Heaven's sake, do not drop a hint 
of the kind to any soul in that neighbour- 
hood 1 , as I would not have grandfather 
know that Pauline and I have met, for 
something; so, pray, don't give either him 
or my mother reason to suppose I have 
run riot, as I positively mean to be very 
good when I return home." 

" Then, of course, you mean to send 
Pauline back to her mother?" 

" Why, I think she would be wise if she 
were to return to Hilton ; but she is very 
averse to the measure ; and I cannot oblige 
her to place herself under the old woman's 
care again." 

" Mr. Bclthorpe may be able to settle that 
matter for you ; but I give you my honour; 

g 2 I will 



I will not mention her name at the Priory, 
except any particular inquiries should be 
made, or anything occurs that may render 
it absolutely necessary, which does not ap- 
pear very probable." And as Algernon 
knew he might depend upon his brother's 
word, and was well aware 7 that no man was 
less inclined to make mischief, he was per- 
fectly satisfied, and hoped he would make 
proper excuses for his not having written 
to his grandfather and mother. He pro- 
mised to satisfy them in that respect, since 
lie had purposely not allowed him time to 
Vtfte, not wishing to be the bearer of 
letters, in which he knew he must strangely 
Aeviate from the truth. And at un early 
hour, under pretence of wishing to retire, 
lie sent him home in his carriage. He had 
then a long conversation with Dr Camp* 
bell, who gave 'him an exact copy of tfcp 
letter which was to be written to the Father, 
and various written instructions from the 
counsellors how to draw the monk on to 
made the desired confession ; and having 

fully 



ftilly settled his plan of action, he retired to 
bed; and at five o'clock next morning, he set 
out for High wood, accompanied by Donald 
and two other servants ; and having met 
with nothing to detain him on the road, he 
arrived there about noon on the .Thursday; 
and, to his great satisfaction, found Gordon 
still alive, and in better spirits than he had 
expected, though perfectly conscious of 
his approaching dissolution, which made 
him very anxious to deliver up his accounts, 
papers, and keys, to our hero, and to enter 
into all those details he thought of such 
consequence to his Lady's interest. The 
Marquis, though of opinion that all he had 
to say might have been safely communi- 
cated to the housekeeper, took minutes of 
all he said ; and listened very patiently to 
his prolix explanations respecting some of 
the leases and deeds he now delivered up 
to him, the heads of which he also wrote 
down for the benefit of his successor; and 
was retiring, when his physician joined 
them, who told our hero, as they left the 
c 3 sick- 
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sick-room together, that his patient migkt 
live a week, nay perhaps aforfnight, though 
it was very possible he might not survive 
the next day. Having, however, received 
all his books, papers, and keys, which he 
deposited, by her Ladyship's desire, in an 
iron-chest, of which she had given him the 
key, he sat down to an early dinner; and 
then, having written three lines to her Lady- 
ship, to set her mind at ease, and as much 
more to the General and Zara, he rode over 
to the Priory, where he proposed drinking 
his tea ; and it may be supposed that his 
very unexpected visit, occasioned no small 
degree of surprise to the small party, who 
were already assembled round the tea-table. , 
Indeed, Lady William was seriously alarmed, 
till she read, in his intelligent countenance, 
that he was not the herald of bad news. 
.Of course, he immediately informed them 
what had brought him intp Lancashire; and 
presented her Ladyship and Mr. Langhton' 
with letters from Rosalie; and accounted, 
in a very satisfactory manner, for having 

none 
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none from Algernon, whom he assured 
them he had left in excellent health. The 
Father had appeared almost breathless dur- 
ing his very concise explanation, and 
seemed very much relieved when he un- 
derstood Gordon's illness had brought him 
into the vicinity. It may be? supposed he 
was even profuse in his compliments to a 
person he styled the preserver of his life, 
and for whom he affirmed he had never 
omitted praying* both morning and even- 
ing. The Marquis was not much flattered 
by his obsequiousness; but endeavoured 
to treat him with his usual affability; Both 
Mr. Langhton and Lady William congra- 
tulated him upon his approaching nuptials? 
and he entered into a few details respecting 
the General and the lovely Zara, vMxr was k 
extremely partial to Rosalie, he said. 
Therefore, he hoped, in future, she would 
be allowed 1 to spend some months every 
year with them, either in town or country. 
Lady William declared that she should not 
object to so kind a proposal ; Mr. Langhtoij, 
g4 was 
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was no les* complaisant; and the Bather 
thought Rosalie ought to deem herself very 
fortunate, in having made so favourable an 
impression upon die future Marchioness of 
Endermay ; inquiring how Algernon spent 
his time in London? Without deviating 
from the truth, the Marquis spoke of him 
in rather favourable terms; and as it grew 
dusk, having rode over with a groom of 
lady Winifred's, he rose to depart; when, 
as he had expected, he was very much 
pressed to sleep at the Priory, Lady William 
telling him, that she Would put him into 
Bosalie's bed, in which one of the maids 
had slept since her departure, to keep it 
aired ; bnf as he had said he should return 
when he left Highwood, and thought it 
possible Gordon might, during his absence, 
have recollected something else he might 
wish to communicate to him, he took his 
leave, after promising to dine with them the 
next day. 

The letters, as it was a cross post, were 
iti general delivered between twelve and 

two 
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two at the Priory ; and as he particularly 
wished to be there when Counsellor ■ »a 
arrived, he told her Ladyship he would be 
there early, as he wished them to dine at 
their usual hour. But, to his infinite mor- 
tification, he met the postman, who was 
upon his return to Manchester, as he en- 
tered the village, though it was not more 
than half past twelve ; and while he was a 
resident at the Priory! he had. never been 
so early? but that was in November, and it 
was now the latter end of April, which 
accounted for his disappointment. He, 
however, hastened forward; and was re- 
ceived by Mr r Langhton and her Ladyship; i 
who were alone in the best parlour. He 
hoped they would agree he had not made 
i£ late; and Lady William complimented 
him upon being so unfashionable; while* 
he, with assumed indifference, after look-* 
uvg round him, inquired how die Father 
did? 

" He was very well," Mr. Langhton re* 
pHed; " and he believed in his own room,** 
g5 "He 
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" He received a letter," added her Lady- 
ship, " which, contrary to his usual cus- 
tom, he retired to read. Do not you 
think he is very much altered, Marquis, 
since you were last here?" 

" He certainly does not look so well as 
he did in the autumn ; but that is not sur- 
prising, as the wounds he received during 
my residence at Highwood may have hurt 
his constitution ; and as he has probably 
fretted a good deal since his nephew's de- 
parture, his having rather broke of late is 
not to be wondered at." 

" Certainly not," resumed her Ladyship. 
" Indeed I know he is very much distressed 
in mind, though he endeavours to conceal 
it. Your unexpected arrival, Marquis, 
greatly agitated him ; ajid the letter he re- 
ceived this morning, I perceive, flurried him, 
which perhaps prevented him from cfpening 
it before us ; indeed, I fear he has some- 
thing to reproach himself with, respecting 
his unfortunate nephew." 

" You may judge him wrongfully, my 

"chilH," * 
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child/! said Mr. Langhton, in an impressive 
tone, which induced her Ladyship to drop 
the subject. ' 

Our hero was now convinced, that even 
had he been present when the ' letter 
arrived, he should not have been able to 
have made any great discoveries ; and pos- 
sibly the friar might yet consult him pri- 
vately, as the most likely person to bring 
him off with honour. The day, however, 
being very fine, he proposed a short walk 
to Lady William. Mr. Langhton seconded 
his wishes, complaining that his daughter 
had seldom J)een beyond their garden since 
his granddaughter's departure, and he waa 
a great advocate for air . and exercise. 
Therefore, ^soon after, one o'clock, they, 
sallied forth, without our hero having seen, 
the Father, who he was soon convinced 
had very much fallen in her Ladyship's* 
esteem since their last meeting, as she ac- 
knowledged that she rejoiced her father no 
longer considered him as his oracle; and, 
she even suspected, from some hints which- 
g 6 Mr, 
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Mr. Langhton had recently dropped, that 
he had it in contemplation to make some 
alteration in his will. The Father seemed 
to entertain some fears, yet had hot en- 
deavoured, as she should have supposed, to 
conciliate matters, as he confined himself 
more than ever to his own room, and was 
always gloomy and reserved when he did 
join the family party. 

While she was entering into these details, 
having been sauntering along the fields 
leading to Hilton, our hero po toted out 
the spot where he had rescued the fri?r 
from the dagger of his secret enemy, who 
had never been discovered, she observed, 
and who, he frequently hinted, must have 
been his wretched nephew, though he must 
perceive that no one credited the tale. 

The Marquis again declared, it was much 
too improbable to enforce belief; and 
having assisted her to cross the stile, they 
proceeded along the next field, till, upon 
looking at her watch, Lady William said, 
" We must turn about : it wants but a 
s 5 quarter 
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quarter to two." — The Marquis, being very 
tall, was looking over the adjacent hedge 
while she was speaking, having caught the 
glimpse of a man advancing, whom, upon 
a more accurate scrutiny, he pronounced 
to be the Father advancing towards them. 

"Indeed!" she rejoined, advancing to- 
wards a lower place in the hedge, which 
her companion pointed out to her, and 
from whence she also caught a sight of the 
person advancing, whom she pronounced 
to be the'friar; adding, " He has a letter 
in his hand; which he seems intently per- 
using ; and as he has probably been at 
Hilton, I should not be surprised were he 
to have received some intelligence respect- 
ing Pauline de La Tour, whom probably 
Rosalie has told you left her mother in a 
very strange manner, a short time before 
she and Algernon went to London/' 

" My sister mentioned the circumstance/^ 
was the reply, well convinced, in his own 
mind, that the letter, which had doubtless 

so 
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sp greatly perplexed the friar, had brought 
him very different news. Indeed, he was 
surprised at his having, as it appeared he 
had, gone to consult with Madame upon 
receipt of it. Possibly he might wish to 
make use of her name jn the business ; and 
a handsome bribe might render her subser- 
vient to his views. Not wishing to appear 
to be watching his movements, they turned 
round, and had advanced a couple of hun- 
dred yards, before the old fellow caught 
sight of them before him, though wishing 
to be overtaken ; they walked very slow/ 
when they were conscious he had them 
in view but did not turn their heads till 
tltey reached the stile, when they expected 
to have 'seen him within forty or fifty paces 
of them ; but, to their great surprise, no 
one was even in sight. 

" Well, we could not both have been 
deceived," exclaimed the Marquis, looking 
round him in amaze. 

* " Certainly not/' replied Lady William; 

"he 

6 
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" he fa ust have taken the backrroad, to 
avoid us, though it is much farther about, 
and not near so pleasant." 

" I presume he was in one of his gloomy 
moods/' rejoined the Marquis, as they pur- 
sued their walk. 

Having soon reached the Priory, they 
asked the portress whether Father Bene^ 
detto was returned ? 

€C lie has never been out/' she replied. 

Not chtising to say they had seen him, 
they walked forward ; and, while crossing 
the court, agreed it was possible they might 
have mistaken some one else for. him; at 
all events, they would not take any notice, 
except the Father led to the subject, as he 
might either have given the portress her 
instructions, or have let himself in and out 
through the private door leading from the 
chapel, or he might still be behind, and 
wished them to precede him home* In this 
state of doubt and uncertainty, they entered 
the parlour,' where they found the Father 
sitting opposite his patron, who instantly 

rose 



136 1AKGET0N HUOftT* 

rose to welcome our hero, without even 
alluding to having seen him before ; though 
his heightened colour, and his evidently 
having perspired very freely, were con- 
vincing proofs that he had, as they sus- 
pected, been out. Lady William and the 
Marquis, however, merely exchanged a 
look ; but made no remarks* 

During dinner, the conversation was very 
general ; but when the servants had with- 
drawn, convinced that the friar did Dot 
mean to acknowledge having received any 
- intelligence respecting his nephew, and that 
he probably was devising some scheme to 
keep his patron and Lady William in ig- 
norance that he was forthcoming, the 
Marquis said, '< As you have never men- 
tioned him, Father, 1 presume you are still 
in ignorance of what has become of you* 
aephew?" 

' Affecting to wipe his eyes, he assured 
our indignant hero, that he had never heard 
of him since he had contrived to escape 
from thence— instantly changing the .sub- 
ject; 
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jecf ; which convinced the Marquis thaf 
they should have more trouble than he had 
expected, ki substantiating Juliano's claims. 
Determined, however, not to shew the old 
hypocrite any mercy, he was resolving to 
*etum to Highwood immediately after tea, 
to dispatch an express to the Earl, request- 
ing a letter might be immediately sent off 
10 Mr.Langhton, which must bring on some 
explanation on the part of the wily monk. 
While, however, they were drinking their 
tea, a servant arrived from Highwood, who* 
informed our hero that Gordon had just 
departed this life for a better, having gone 
off like a lamb, as he had been conversing 
with the housekeeper, not two minutes be- 
fore, and had given her the key, which the 
man now brought, with orders to deliver 
it to Lord Endermay, the moment the breath 
was ojit of his body ; and she, in con- 
formity to his last wishes, had sent it to the 
Priory. 

" Are you obliged to return to High- 
wood, 
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wood, Marquis, in consequence of Mr, 
Gordon's death asked Lady William, 
€f as I had hoped you would have slept 
here." . ' •• ; 

" And I must enforce my. daughter's in- 
vitation," cried Mr. Langhton, " os you 
certainly would not, by choice, sleep in ar 
house where there is a corpse." 

" Soldiers, my good Sir, are seldom 
troubled with any fears respecting the 
living, much less the dead; but as I do' 
not conceive I can be of any farther 
use at Highwood, though I may remain 
in Lancashire till I can hear from Lady 
Winifred, I shall gratify myself by becom- 
ing your inmate for the time. Therefore 
return home with the groom and horses, 
my lad, and send my valet to me. I 
will ride over in the morning ; and the 
housekeeper can give any necessary % order 
ad interim." 
• Mr. Langhton seemed extremely pleased 
at the Marquis ^having so readily acceded 
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to his wishes, as ;did Lady William, \vith • 
whom he remained tete-a-tete, during the 
evening service. " • 

Her Ladyship, of course, expressed her 
surprise at the Father's evidently wishing 
to make a mystery of his having been to 
Hilton, as she could not conceive why he 
should be averse to their knowing he had 
visited Madame de La Tour. Perhaps the 
letter he had received concerned her, and 
she wished the contents to remain a secret, 
which might have induced the Father to ac* 
so strangely,. 

ec You coulcl not have formed a mor? 
■charitable conjecture," observed the Mar- 
quis : u I am fearful the Father could not 
give so good a reason for his mysterious 
conduct, as I own I do not think he was 
sincere, when lie said he had never heard 
of his nephew since he escaped from his 
clutches." 

u Why, have you any reason to suppose • 
.he ever has, Marquis ?" 

" I think 
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" I think rt very likely." 

9 9 It is cfertamly not impossible," re- 
sumed her Ladyship, " as I am more than 
ever tempted to believe the Father fre- 
quently wanders about the neighbour- 
hood, unknown to anybody in the house, 
as I know the servants suspect; he steals 
in and out through the chapel ; and we 
have had proof positive of the truth of 
their suspicions this very morning. I am 
half tempted to mention our having seen 
him to Mr. Langhton, particularly as you 
were with me, Marquis ; yet the monk is 
of so irritable a disposition, and so very 
revengeful, when seriously offended, that 
I positively hardly dare : though I be*- 
lieve he has lost almost ajl his influence 
with my father, yet I should not like to 
widen the breach between them ; and I 
know Mr. Langhton would seriously re- 
sent any overt act of deception, much 
as he once esteemed the friar; and should 
it ever be proved that he has really de- 
ceived him respecting his nephew, I much 

doubt 
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Aotiht whether he would ever forgive 
him/ 9 

" Then I own I think the Father is in a 
very unpleasant predicament/' replied the 
Marquis. 

Her Ladyship was half startled by the 
significant expression of his countenance, 
and would probably have inquired why he 
thought so, if the entrance of Mr. Langhton 
and the monk had not broke in upon their 
tHe-d-4ite 9 and rendered the conversation 
general. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The friar was more than usually thoughtful 
during supper, for which our hero easily 
accounted. He eat very little, but drank even 
more than usual ; and though he made great 
efforts to shake off the weight which seemed 
to oppress his spirits, he could n*ot succeed; 
and when they separated for the night, he 
sighed deeply, H after bestowing his accus- 
tomed, blessing upon all present; which 
led the Marquis to suppose he might fancy 
he was bidding some of them a long fare- 
well. The letter he had received evidently 
preyed upon his mind; he therefore had 
his doubts whether he might not meditate 
• y committing 
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committing suicide, by way of avoiding 
being called to an account respecting 
Juliano; and should he be so 'rashly in-i 
clined, he certainly might carry, the secret 
of his birth to the grave with him, and thus 

• baffle all their hopes of asserting his rights, 
and secure Mr. Langhton's inheritance to 
the supposed impostor. 

When he retired for the night, he could 

' . not therefore refrain from acknowledging 
his fears to his faithful Donald, 'while un- 
dressing in his sister's apartment. The 
valet, who was rather superstitious, had 
been extremely rejoiced when he found 
his Lord was not to occupy, the oriel 
chamber, which he firmly believed was 
haunted. He was not, however, very well 
pleased, when he learnt they were to sleep 
so near the vile old monk, as he styled the 
Father ; and his Lord's avowed fear, that 
the old wretch meant to . make away with 
himself, did not tend to reconcile him to 
their being in the immediate vicinity of hi? 
room, " Though God was above the devil," 

he 
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he observed ; " and what was it to his lord- 
ship or to him, supposing the vile rogue ~ 
did tie himself up to his bed-post, or, by- 
way of earning a martyr's crown, he should 
flog himself to death t However, as we are 
so near his vaulta, as he calls his room, with 
your Lordship's leave, I will take a peep at 
Kim through the hole in *he lumber-room, - 
when all is quiet/* 

As the same idea occurred to our hero, 
he encouraged the notion, though he much 
doubted whether Donald would dare ven- 
ture alone, knowing that he suspected the 
friar dealt m the Mack art ; and as he was 
9>oth anxious and curious, he said he would 
tfake upon himself to reconnoitre* resuming 
his coat, resolvmg not to go to bed, and 
■elling BouaM, that, at midnigbt, they 
would proceed itrto the luraber-rocm, as 
fry ithut time *efoery iwte im the ho?ae, the 
guilty old wretfeb except^ would prof- 
fcably be Cast asleep, though tjfoey jntis* he 
aery cautious, as the : Jea$t sioiae would 
fttiffioe t» rtftrtl* km y lor fear of *** 

citing 
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citing suspicions, or that they might bfe 
watched, Donald retired to his own room, 
which was a small closet adjoining his Lord's 
apartment ; and while the clock was striking 
twelve, he cautiously opened his door, 
prepared to accompany him upon his ex- 
pedition, having contrived a paper lan- 
thorn, which would merely afford them 
sufficient Ughf to enable them to avoid 
stumbling over anything; therefore, bare- 
footed, they proceeded towards the lurtiber- 
room, and so light were they of foot, that 
" the blind mole would not have hoard 
their steps/' And as every precaution had 
already been taken by Algernon and his 
tutor, to enable them to make their ap- 
proaches without creating any alarm, our 
hero softly mounted the old table, upon 
which stood a high old-fashioned chair, 
properly secured, which brought him, being 
very tall, more than to a level with the 
peep-hole,, over which a piece of paper 
always hung suspended by a pin, to pre- 
vent a ray of light from ever discovering 
v<m„ iv. h Belthorpc's 
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Belthorpe's contrivance. Having triacje 
Donald a sign to conceal their light, he 
put, by the paper, and instantly caught 
sight of three people sitting round a table, 
in the middle of the room, each in the very 
act of raising a glass of wine to their heads, 
and evidently receiving the toast from 
Father Benedetto, who was the last to do 
honour to it. Their conversation was, how- 
ever, carried on in too lojv a tone to admit 

. of his distinguishing. what they said, the 
mere murmurs of their voice reaching his 
ear. He was, however, able to recognise the 

* features of Francisco in one of the apparent 
jovial party, who was evidently hail fellow 
well met with his master in his own room; 
and he was not very much surprised when 
he recognised the features of the Prior, 
whom they had been so anxious to get hold 
of in London, in the friar's other com- 
panion, Juliano having drawn a sketch of 
him from recollection, which bad impressed 
his coi^ntenance upon his mind. It was 
therefore evident that he fad been privately 

admitted 
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admitted through the chapel, and probably 
occupied the turret-chamber, as he had all 
along suspected. Having set down their 
glasses, their heads were all in conjunction 
over the table the next minute ; but though 
he could see their Hps going, he could hot 
tatch a word they said. 

At the expiration of a quarter of an 
hour, they all three rose, and from a driwet 
at his back, the Father took out a silk sash> 
such as are worn by Serjeants in the army i 
and holding it by one end, he gave the 
other to his brother monk. They then fried 
its strength with all theirs; and Francisco 
next tried his with both in turns* and was 
evidently the most powerful of the three, 
which seemed to rejoice them. This trial 
of skill being over, to the Marquis's en- 
treasing surprise, Father Benedetto knelt 
dt>wn, with his face towards the table, 
leaving his companions standing in 'the 
background; the servant holding the sash 
in his hand, till the Prior mkde him a signal, 
which induced him to advance xtry cau^ 
H 2 tiouslv, 
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Piously, while the Father continued appa- 
rently at prayers ; when, in an instant, he 
threw the sash twice round his neck, and 
the Prior, darting forward at the same mo- 
ment, caught hold of the other end, and 
between them they affected to strangle the 
old wretch. Much as the Marquis thought 
be deserved to be so treated, he was never- 
theless very near exclaiming, " Monsters, 
what are you about !" till, perceiving it was 
merely a rehearsal, to render-them perfect 
m their respective parts, both his attention 
and anxiety increased. A second time the 
farce was repeated, with increased dex- 
terity; and Francisco, by way of. improving 
upon their plan, clapped his knee against 
his master's shoulder, the better to ; prevent 
his struggling, as the old man made every 
effort it was likely a person Would make 
in such a perilous situation; and having, 
the Marquis plainly perceived, pointed out 
when the Sash was either too high or too 
low, they made a third attempt." After Which 
lie rose, and Francisco knelt in hk turn, 

V when 
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when the fcrior and the Father made a 
similar experiment upon him ; the latter 
proceeding with the utmost deliberation, 
-ahd pointing out every likely means to 
hasten the death of some person, whom it- 
was evident they thus meant to murder. 

The valet having resumed his feef, they 
each drank another glass of wine ; bof after 

short conference; not being perfectly 
satisfied, our hero conceived, ' the Prior 
ineit in his turn, and pointed our to 
Francisco every improvement it was pos- 
sible to make in the art of hastening the 
dissolution of a fellow-creatore; when, 
having risen, they resumed' their seats at 
the table, and finished their bottle ; after 
which, Francisco reached* out * plate of 
biscuits, and a second bottle of wine, of a 
better quality than the former; our hero 
supposed, as the~ Prior strokfed down his 
stomach after emptying his glass, and seem- 
ed in very high spirits*. But as he was very 
much fatigued, from having remained full 
three quarters of an hour in an awkwaid 
Stooping, posture, and as he was unable to 
* mS he*f 
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bear a word they said; presuming, besides, 
that the rehearsal was aver, the Marquis 
made Donald a sign to assist him in his 
descent,; and, with the same caution, they 
reorossed the passage, and regained Rosalie's 
room; when having shut the door, our 
Jhero told his trusty valet what lie had seen, 
k asd that he, in consequence, firmly believed 
it was the yretchea' intention to strangle 
>4r. J Langhton, while at his devotions. 
£>onald turned as pale as ashes, *nd abso- 
lutely trembled, so great was his agitation, 
*jot having a doubt of their wicked inten - 
declaring he could find in his heart 
?tp strangle the* whole p?rty ; yet he could 
conceive how tfeey hoped to execute 
ijieir murderous intentions, withotut being 
Suspected of, having been accessary to Mf . 
Lang h ton's death. 

"Jhey fancy they have guarded against 
every ^ing, I can conceive/' rejoined our 
befOr " Mr. Langhton is always the last to 
leave the chapel, and frequently remains 
Upon his knees at prayers for half an hour 
after every ope ha* retired. The^ trust tp 
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Ms doing so to-night, I suspect, which is 
alone wanting to insure their success. Tfr 
attempt to strangle him in bed, would be 
attended with much greater risk r besides, 
the attitude the Father assumed is a con- 
vincing proof that they mean to perpetrate 
the horrid deed in the chapel, as I mak$ 
* xio doubt they hope it Itfili be supposed 
lie Went off in a fit 5 and I am sure t 
need l»6t pbixtt otit td you, my honest 
ftfllfrw, that It is our dutjt, at every risk, to 
defeat tfceit- villainous purpose. Shall yoiib6 
afraid of accompanying rtie intrtthe chapel, 
where Wfe must cdtide&t ourselves before the 
family assemble for mattitis, though I do 
fcbt suppose they mean to make the attempt 
till the service is over; but we must be 
ready to seize the wretches in the very act, 
If possible; since, were we to apprize Mr; 
Langhton of our Suspicions, I would lay 
my life the vile tHo would confute every 
word of mf improbable tale, by* relating 
some plausible fiction to account for what 
I saw them doing ; besides, I could not 
a* very 
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« " 

very well accounf for having thus stoldtt 
upon the Father's privacy, good as were 
my intentions ; and it is also barely possible 
th^t I v may have farmed a too hasty judg- 
ment ; and, at all events, J wish to have the 
abominable trio of hypo.crjtes completely 
ip ray power, as 1 may then make their 
revealing the truth respecting Juliana the 
condition of their pardon. I aip thus ex- 
plicit, to convince you that! do not wish 
rashly to endanger either your or my own, 
life; and that we can only presprye Mr. 
Langh ton's, by unmasking the wretch fye 
has so long patronised and protected. 

'' Depend upon my best assistance, 
my Lord, and most hearty concurrence in 
ail your, intentions. I hope you da not 
think me a coward, or that I should, at any 
time, be afraid of risking my life in a good 
cause ; and supported by your presence, I 
should not mind facing thpee devils. Only 
give me my orders, and yoirshall find me 
as obedient and as willing to second you, 
w as any man^ you have ever commanded ; 
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and yon have had some brave fellows under 
you in Egypt, who were no' less, anxious to; 
oblige you than I am/** 

'* Thank you for - your Jwromis^y my gdod 
fellow, since, though unarmed, to act even* 
ttpon the defensive,, I -think w^ shall be 
more than \ a" natch for the three guilty 
wretches.**' 

" XSooA Goi, fcow^brtunate! w exclaimed 
Donald; <c H never occurred to me; till' 
this •momenta—surely my guardian angel' 
put the^notron info my head, far as it was 
bte when I left Highwood, my Lord, and 
there has been rogues , in this quarter, 
though |*think they would not have mis- 
taken me fdr that imp of the devil,* Father* 
B. I put you? Lordship's travelling pistols 
into my pockets; and I have them safe, and * 
ready prepared for action, in my rooffir, with*** 
plenty of powder and ball." 

" I am very glad you. were' sa prudent, 
though I; do not suppose we shall have* 
amy need to have recourse to them.* Their 
gjLiiU k wilL.tnake . cowards of the wretches; 

" ' . h.5 but* 
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greater w«; ! Wc wiii therefore each take 
♦>ne; but let lis be extremely cautious 
. flofc to thasv except in absolute self- 
4*fw*i ot4 eve** theivtfot except oar 
ogrpeftepte *r* equally weH armed, as I 
ffeffffc we «|fin Dope with Ahree, old mei\ 
without fire-arms. We must, however, con- 
Uruwt to secrete qwaftlve* ft the chapel 
before *he be}} rings; find ?to indeed I 
should presufi^e im**t the w*etchej& we meaik 
toaurprke/as j&ey speato to come upon 
Mr. Langht&n uftgwwea, qrhHe kneeling afe 
the alkar, I suspect. We must therefore 
place ©wrsfelvea as near that as we oan, ui*s 
perceived, as we &h*H then be able to 
discern everything that goes* forward, since: 
it will be more than daybreak before mat- 
tins are over. You have been m the chapel, 
Donald — I think we may conceal, ourselves. - 
behind the stalls; which the monks ©nee 
used to occupy, f understand, to the left 
of the altar ; as> should the. servants sit in 
them>, the screen which runs at the back' off 

them, 
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them will secure us from ofcstf'va^ion , . Atfd 
sfttotrld we, after all, be discdv^rid, 1 iVe shall 
certainly be able to give a satisfactory rea- 
son for being there; sincfe probaWy the- 
Prior and Francisco will also be concealed, . 
Which will certainly amount to presdihptiv^ 
proof of their intention^, as they will haW 
the sash, if not some offensive weapons, 
about them. Therefore, Mr. Langhton must 
Be convinced that they are in a league with 
his fcscally confessor, whom I think I shalt 
now be able to unmask, and to entangle- 
completely in his own toils.'* ' 

Donald had no will but his Lord's, of 
bourse declared himself at his orders ; and: 
the clock having struck three, while the 
Marquis was giving him full instructions' 
How to act, having minutely described to 
frrrii how the horrid attempt' would dbubt— 
less be made, he thought they had better 
proceed to the chape); as the party they 
meant to watch< would doubtless corfie* 
ddWn the stairs leading, from the Vault*, , 
and . had not yet, he hbped, fbirsakbif their • 
a*CL battles.. 
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bottles. Lest, however, they should have 
preceded them thither, Jthejj resoIVed ta 
reconnoitre on every side, by, the assistance 
of their paper lanthora,. before .they pro- 
ceeded to their hiding-place; a^ should 

^they find them concealed, they might/right- 
en them into confessing their intended 
guilt, by affirming that they had overheard 
their! discourse in the vaulta, which had led 
to their seeking; them in the chapeh They* 

, therefore descended the great stairs,, with* 
great caution, and turned down the passage, 
leading to the chapel,, the door of which, 

. our hero gently opened and having, lis- 
tened for a few minutes, not having heard 
the slightest movement Judicative of any. 
one being, there, he. ventured forward ; .and: 
havipg walk.ed round, the, building*, they, 
were convinced no, one was yet concealed- 
in any ©I, the - recesses.. Having reached; 
the,,VRp.er r e^d # of tlwe back of f the. stalls, 
already mentioned; . they were convinced,, 
that^by, ejttendipg themselves all- their*, 
lengf J% y$$& : the pavement,, % when the. 
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femily came in, they should escape obser>- 
va*ipn. For the present, |hey contented 
themselves with leaning against the screen, 
and, having put out their light, seldom 
ventured to converse, evea it* the lowest 
whisper. 

About a quarter before four, they heard 
footsteps advancing from the loffer end 
of the chapel ; and, upon looking through 
the carved-work which decoratedthe screei* 
they were standing behind, they saw- the 
Father advancing,* followed by his two ac- 
complices. A very small wax taper whicfv 
he carried, merely served to, encrease the« 
mysterious gloom which pervaded every*, 
part of the sacred pile. Fortunately, a& 
our hero conceived, or probably to fulfil* 
the decrees of an unerring Providencc > he* 
led them tor the back of the opposite stalls, 
placing them at the lower end,. as far from 
the Marquisand Donald *aa* they could have 
wished ; and having r seen ♦ them seated ion > 
jfte ground, he returned into his own room; 
after, which, all remained as? quiet a» ithe? 

grave,, 
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grave, as our hero neither spoke norm ovt<£ 
bo more did Donald; though thdl oppotitt* 
neighbours now and then conversed in a, 
buy whisper. 

* At last the fow o'clock bell struck out;, 
to summon the family to their devotion J 
and in less than a quarter of an hour, Mr. 
langhton eritered 'the chapel, with a wax. 
faper in his hantd ; the Father, who was on 
his right, held a similar one; and five ser- < 
vants completed the congregation, who* I 
had two lights between them. Having life ^ 
a lamp, that hung suspended between the* 
stalls, they all took their places in the tower 
seats. . While the Father, began to chant the- 
service, one of die household, our hero pre- 
sumed, accompanied him upon the organ; 
Mr. Langhton joined very devoutly in the* 
service ; and* soon after; five, the -Father* 
having concluded his task, gave all present? 
his blessing, and then telling Mr* Langhton 
he was very unwell, said he shoul&Vetire* 
immediately to bed. His really 'pious,:, 
though bigotted patron wished him better, 

. and; 
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and suffered him to depart, followed by.tbe 
servants, white he advanced towards the 
altar, and, failing on hi* knees, having hi* 
rosary in his hand, be appeared to addfew 
his Heavenly Father wifh true heartfelt de* 
votion, which, however mistaken; our hero 
could revere; who, as he lay, had now a* 
-very full view of him ,- and he could easily 1 
suppose that the Father both looked and" 
fie It unwell when he left the chapel; ♦ 
Daylight was just peeping through the 
lofty painted Gothic windows above the 4 
altar, as Mr. Langhton, who had previously 
extinguished his light, had taken his station 
there. Never bad the Marquis been in 
such a state of awful suspense as- he re- 
mained in for the ensuing five minutes, at 
the expiration or which he perceived: 
Francisco emerging from his concealment, 
followed by the Prior, and they, were both** 
barefooted ; and so cautiously did they ad- 
vance, that had not he seen: their motions,, 
our hero would not have supposed a mouse ' 
was crossing the marble pavement— they 

evidently 
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evidently did not breathe— no more d?* 
be; so great, was his agitation, and so- ! 
. anxious was he to. spring upon the 
' wretches; Francisco drew the sash from* - 
under his jacket .as he drew near, and: 
adjusted it 'in his hand when within three' 
pace* of his kneeling victim, when having 
Jooked behind him, he saw his accom- 
plice close at' his heels, who gave him an 
encouraging look ; ' while Mr: Langhton> 
with uplifted eyes, and clasped hands, was ( 
perhaps at the very momeut, oirtr hercr j 
thought/ praying for his greatest enemy*. 
Scarcely had the reflection- crossed his* 
mind; ere, in the most dexterous manner, 
and in less than a second, the sash* was* 
thrown twice* round the worthy man's- 
neck, and the Prior having diarted forward, 
to seize the other end, they actually tight- - 
ened ifrsosudd£nty> that the poor bid man«, 
could merely utter an audible groan> before » 
Francisco's knee was placed * against his 
back ; and probably, in another minute, he j 
would have been past recovery, if the 7 

, Macquis,^ 
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Marquis, who bad started upon his feet, 
had not darted forward, and presented his 
pistol to the Prior's breast, crying, " |f 
you make the least resistance, you a*e a 
dead man;" while Donald, who .seemed 
inclined to shove his into Francisco's 
mouth, vowed he would blow his brains 
out, if he stirred an inch. Both, as if by 
clock-work, dropped their hold of the sasb; 
and had they each received the contents 
of the weapons, which had so suddenly 
awed them into compliance, they could 
iiot have looked more ghastly, Mr. Langh- 
ton, meanwhile, fell struggling upon the 
sjeps of the altar, endeavouring to dis- 
entangle himself from the sash, which had 
so nearly deprived him of life and breath 
at once ; and the next moment the Prior 
fell upon his knees,, begging .for mercy, 
and, as a proof of his repentance, he has- 
tened to disengage the old gentleman from 
the string they had so dexterously caught 
him in; who; upon opening his eyes, and 
raising himself once more upon his kgeeg, 

caught 
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caught sight of his deliverers, standing over 
his now trembling assassins. The gratitude 
* his venerable countenance expressed much 
more than repaid the Marquis for the 
essential service he had rendered him. He 
next seized hold of the sash, which he 
examined ; but the shock lie had under- 
gone incapacitated hkn from rising.— ^ 
" Wretch ! " be exclaimed, addressing the 
kneeling Prior, who was endeavouring t6 
fumble out his right-hand pocket, " raise 
both your bands above your head thi* 
moment, for you have other concealed 
weapons about you." 

He instantly obeyed his order; as the 
Marquis continued to point his pistol to- 
wards him with one hand, while he assisted 
Mr. Langhton to rise with the other, at the 
very moment the terrified Francisco fell 
all his length upon the pavemeftt, in an 
absolute fainting-fit, when Donald, seizing 
thesafth, said, /' I will prevent your doing 
any more mischief;" instantly tying his two 
taftds together. 

Mr. . 
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Mr. Langhton, who supported himself by 
leaning against our hero, now faintly ex- 
claimed, " What can I have done, to have 
induced these wretches to conspire against 
my life!" 

4 " You have, for years, my dear Sir, been 
nourishing a serpent in your bosom," was 
the reply.-^" Talking of that, He may per- 
haps, ere- now, be making his escapes 
Xtaoald, > haVe an eye to this roan ; his ac- 
complice is incapacitated from giving him 
any assistance ; and if this wretch attempts 
to move, -she* feign no mercy. Now, suffer 
m? to support ,yo*i ibto t her parlour, my 
^jood Sir." . iv' ; i: 

Mr. Langhton, of coune, made no ob- 
jection ; an*l no sooner h?d he sealed him 
in an arm-chair, than be rang the bell most 
violently. The servauts who had attended 
mattins, had all returned to bed ; but in 
less than a minute, two of the men entered 
the room.—" One of you remain with your 
master/' cried the Marquis, " and let the 
.r?:.T^ other 
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Other follow me," running np stairs, has— 
tening to the Father's room. 

The door was fastened. He knocked ; 
but no one answered ; and the next moment - 
he forced the lock, by the violent effort 
he made with h» foot. The Father was not 
there. 

" Remain where yon are/' he said to the 
servant, while he searthed every corner af 
the apartment, looked up the chimney, 
and under the bed; and he would have 
searched the turret, had not the door lead- 
ing thither, been bolted on this side. He 
ww I therefore resolved to rouse all the 
servants,- and send them after him, in every 
direction, when it occurred to' him, that he 
might have been waiting the event at the 
bottom : of his private staircase, and had 
been afraid to return to his own apartment. 
It v;as. hardly sufficiently light to enable hint 
to distinguish objects, even in the*vaulta; 
of course, the staircase leading down into 
the vestibule of the chapel derived very 

little- 



XANGHTOtf PRIORY, 109 

little light from the door being open. He, 
•however, felt his way down, till he actually 
set his foot upon the monster he was seek- 
ing; who, either owing* to the copious 
draughts he had taken the overnight, or to 
ierror, and perhaps to both combined, was 
lying motionless at the foot of the stairs. 
He might, our hero thought, have put a 
period to his existence, or he might feign 
in sensibility, in hopes of being able to 
make his escape, during the bustle; but 
since he had found him, the Marquis felt 
more reconciled, and proceeded forward 
into the chapel, where he found Donald 
and his prisoners in the same situation as 
he had left them. — " Rise, Sin" said he, 
addressing the kneeling Prior; '! but kc^fr 
your hands above your head, while I search 
. your pockets/' 

, Incapable of resistance, even had It been 
likely to have proved of any avail, the 
wretched being obeyed in silence; and 
our hero pulled out a bottle of brandy, 

some 
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some biscuits, and a large piece of cold 
meat ; and finally a large clasped knife. 

" I never meant to have raised that 
against Mr. Langhton, as I have a soul to 
be saved/' he stammered out ,* " though I 
did intend to have raised it against myself, 
had I not be«jn prevented.** 

€t And so have braved your Creator^ 
wrath, vile wretch ! but you may secure 
your provisions again ; your knife I shall 
not return; so please to walk forward/' 
leading him into the parlour, where he had 
left Mr. Langhton, and sending the servant 
to assist in removing the Father and Fran- 
cisco, desiring him to bring them into the 
room, as toon- as they were sufficiently 
jgeoveredftito' walk, as he wished to have . 
them all under his own eye; telling him 
where he had left his fellow-servant, and 
where N he had found the Father, whom he 
hoped had merely, like his subordinate ac- 
complices, fainted. 

Mr. Langhton now caught our Jiero'a j 

hand, 
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band, which he Raised repeatedly to his lipii^ 
while, in broken accents, he called down 
blessings upon his-head, unable, as he de- 
clared, to express his feelings towards him. 

Thus Mfere they situated, when Lady 
William*, who had been first alarmed by the 
Violent ringing of the bell, and then by 
bearing the Marquis break open the door 
of the vaulta, having Hastily thrown on a 
few clothes, ran down the stairs, followed 
by her woman, and into the oriel parlour; 
where, seeing the Marquis standing with a 
pistol in one hand, while her father was 
holding the other, and a stranger in the 
background, whose pallid cheeks and 
shaking limbs, added to the 4ime of the 
morning, led her to. suppose he had been i 
taken while committing some action " ihat 
had no relish of salvation in it which, of 
course, encreased her agitation, and ren- . 
dered her unable to advance, or to inquire 
the meaning of what she saw. 

" Do not be alarmed, my dear mother," 
cried the Marquis, who frequently gave 

her 

3 
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her that title, and who now wished to raise 
her spirits, advancing to meet her, and 
taking her trembling hand, and leading her 
to a chair near her father ; (< everything 
shall be .explained, and, I trust, very much 
to your satisfaction/' 

" That I am sure it will/* cried Mr 
Langhton, again seizing the Marquis's hand, 
who had now pocketed his defensive. wea- 
pon ; "since, but for the timely, nay almost 
miraculous, interposition of Lord Endei^ 
may, my dear daughter, I should, ere this, 
have been a corpse/' glancing his eyes to- 
wards the trembling Prior, who had sunk 
into a chair, and covWed his- face with his 
hands. 

Her father's explanation had not tended 
to calm Lady WiHiam's agitation, though 
.she silently embraced both him and the 
Marquis*, who, anxious to divert her atten- 
tion, told her, that a glass of the same 
cordial she had once bestowed upon Father 
Benedetto would revive Mr. Langhton, and 
do him no harm. Instantly rising, without 

asking 
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I presume, Donald ?" said the Marquis, 
pointing to a chair next the Prior'*. 

€t We have, my Lord; but neither of 
them were prepared to act upon the de- 
fensive," leading the most gtyilty of the 
three towards the seat allotted him ; while 
Francisco, who rather tottered than walked 
a few paces forward, fell upon his knees, 
begging for mercy, and declaring himself 
innocent, when compared to his master. 

" Innocent!" cried our indignant hero* 
"can any circumstance exculpate you from 
having attempted to murder your benefac- 
tor? for such has been Mr. Langhton. But 
as we require time for reflection, my dear- 
Sir, suppose we leave these wretches under. 
Donald's and Ashton's care, while we de- 
liberate, in another room* whether it will 
be best tg take them immediately before 
Dr. Murray, the acting magistrate in this 
district, or whether we shall send them off 
at once to Lancaster/' 

" As I mean to be wholly guided by 
your advice, Marquis," was the reply, " I 
1 2 merely 
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merely request you would sighify your 
orders fo my household, as I shall ratify 
aH you say or do." 

w Then do not leave these wretches for 
a single moHfent, neither of you/' said the 
Marqfuis; looking at Donald and Ash ton ; 
" the coachman may also remain with you, 
since, if they attempt to address each other 
in any language, let them be immediately 
separated: In a short time we will deliver 
them into the care of the proper officers. 
Meanwhile, let them be strictly guarded/' 

He then left the room; with Mr.langhton 
and Lady William ; and having seated them- 
selves irt die adjacent parlour, he briefly- 
3nd candidly informed them both how he 
came to surmise the vile plot that was in 
agitation against Mr. Larighfon ; acknowt- 
ledging, that Algernon had, in confidence, 
shewn him the peep-hole he had made, in 
consequence* of his having suspected there 
was a lady concealed in the turret, at the 
time the Father had kept Juliano a prisoner 
there; and he had been tempted to watch 

the 
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the <viljam from thence, having, iif con&e* 
quenee of his mysterious conduct the day 
before, entertained an apprehension that 
he had it in contemplation to make away 
with himself, little suspecting that he was 
planning the murder of bis friend and ge* 
ajerous patron. 

Mr. Laivgh ton, having returned his thank% 
ivhere they were most due, for the wonder* 
ful interposition of Providence in his be* 
half, made tome very apropos remarks upon 
the cafi€u#reiw>e of citciH»&tances which 
bad led to *he discovery of the friarfe vilr 
Jainou* tttttntkms ; acknowledging, that OS 
hk life bad ^been preserved, he wished the 
three wrelehe* might be spared, to repent 
of their^rknes ; declaring nevertheless* that 
be would be entirely guided by our hero^ 
\tho wa» much the best judge how they 
ought to proceed. 

u 1 should feel jbo pleasure, believe me* 
Sir, in appearing ?ts principal evidence 
agaiasf them/* replied the Marqaris,; " but 
I bare many serious matters to discuss with. 

i S . / the 
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the wretch whom I first secured, and who 
was once prior of a convent in Italy, and r 
the Father, as I am convinced they have 
long been in a league to deceive you. I 
will therefore examine them separately, in 
your presence. As they have many crimes 
to answer for, besides their late horrid at- 
tempt, you must therefore nlake up your 
mind, Sir, and you, my dear mother, to 
Rearing some very strange things, as I 
should wish you to be present while I cross- 
question the wretches, who are by no means 
aware that I am in possession of many of 
their iniquitous secrets. But, not to keep 
you in suspense, the Father's supposed 
trephew has long been under my protec- 
tion. How and when we became acquaint- 
ed, I will explain at some future time, f 
can only say, that he neither is/ nor ever 
has been deranged ; and that I have the 
sincerest regard for him, and am resolved 
to make the Father acknowledge who he 
really is, as I dare venture to take my oath, 
he is not his nephew; and as I know he 

was 



* was brought 4*j> *By the Prior uwifco know 
in Vke next room; wrtH Whdrohe rame to 
England, and as I can also prow: that tie 
was trepanned j into this ? bouge) ,*mftetf the 
. iriost deceitfiiloJ)Petctfice/ 1 3i» resolved « to 
shew, the culprits nto rtiercty„ if ;tji#p ar^not 
perfectly sincere' r^spectibgihiirc" l : 
: . " I'wHl second your: henefeolenf in ten - 
tkmsMo the utmost aflntyi pewter,/ n>y kiftd 
preserver,? rejoiaed, Mi?. Langh-tonj; f/^in- 
deed Ihavei severely bonder neii^Ti^elf fpr 
not -fwtvang visited:, the. . peat ywih^ aftri I 
knew He\wafc ah inmttcjtf thfc t»trc&; :bn$ I 
bad such an opinio** ^ EalWer SmmlQi&>, 
ahd he harffio ^TOUgJ^ !u|>on tfrt)\4fefeli$igs, 
that i positively fpHciod I wjar dfeiogi^v^ty 
meritorious ajCtifln, at thertj^^w^efl- 
» roving at hfc tfi$kedn$s$. , I/am: th^tfare 
as anxious as you can bs, my Lpfd, \jlo do 
. the. young raan^jtwtke^iiuidf fd maifc him 
.alL the amie«d$ iarfmy ptfjver^ for>^rfng 
- tuiH«ff$d>htnV'perh*ps to^Wtat t Qon»i^p^^- 
«eftarie% while my .tanitte.* fc ir, f : -r: 
"I amno l^tf aiixfetts tear ^iil^t 
1 4 wretched 



-wretched uraniNastf* gUe^ge* fa mouse of 
' his treatnlent of/ thepoor jmniv/^ sairflady 
- • Wittfaim^? Bat let whfeve tome boeik&st, 

and tiien rn> matter b^wisbon the nxjBk* 
' *re iatcrnojjaJted. iEte ieiter the Father 

yre&tfosd yefcterday bad some rtfatene* to 

his nephewytt^di it Jipfe, Marquis . 
-v *i Yo4 have! gaawed wry right; and 

*<df a ;pkJwmg nature, 46 it was written ty 
~ *>r& * tfce Cfoiwn > Jawy w&r I was neaHy, 
1 wiftgitt wtf h*Mpg ftJirttttih better opinion 
* «f himilttt>*i3 deserved;, p wda*ed< fo f«nr 
<<fttr mtffttii t^iaave jBr and that gcademAn 
r^roirbffe, by m^iti^away^ahlwmself; but 
v fc* wrtied to play i*4teeper f garner aid ctfr- 
TOitity 4tiotfgtot h* *a*4*kiffg a very sure 
method to *vi>id feeing malted to to account 
ifey^Mrl^ghltm;'' - ^ ; *'^ '•'*.<••• 

• lady WiHiain h^^ingt withdrawn to 
eh&H^e <h*r> dressy breaklfaa was soon 
4»fdUght W> which stoe sootf teturoed to 
snake; and about *ighr o'clock, having 
**tei*h«* fh&r meiii/DoitaW, *v*rt>rn our hero 
i * knew 
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knew would tike to be present, was ^ordered 
to fcrifcg in Francisco ; Ashtoa wtas also cke- 
stved to aoconpflmy them ; aod^she tteold 
write short-hand, be was to take down all 
<fcert passed, which -die Jtfarqcas thought 
might be a necessary precaution. 
< Lady William had desired faer Jrttendant 
would feave the bottle and glasses with the 
tftewavi, when they quitted the-nrem ; who, 
taring helped Donaht, mid taken a bumper 
tmneel£ poured out* a third for the Father 
wtoi<& he ffresfcnted him, saying, u Though 
you are ftnbtedeii -to speak, ow good Lady 
thinks you seem to Want t>f something to* 
. raise your spirits/' 

Thevldfiran put fry the glass, instfenne. 

} " As you please,"' 'cried Ashtott, offering 
it to the Prior, wfc# toftsbd it ^ saying 
" I only wish it was poiscto, that I might bfc 
Are sooner put of my misery ~ • • i 

The Father gave him -a look ^ but whe- 
ther of reproach^r tai&Wfc fcbta-iirtotsti&fice, 
1fce servants couid fttogfaoide. F-caijci»co 
te&dily followed ik*aat*pte, but : without 
i & venturing. 
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venturing to speak; and neither of the 
prisoners had again ventured to converse. 
Ashton and Donald did so in a low voice, 
till they were summoned to bring Franci$co 
into the next room by a footman, who was 
to remain upon guard during their absence. 
The wretched being preceded the steward 
and valet into the jest parlour, where Lady 
William was sitting, between theMarquis and 
Iter father. Our hero desired him to advance, 
saying " We 'mterely <mnh to hear at whose 
instigation you undertook* to iBurder&Cr. 
I<*ngh ion, before you aireeaiftied before 
Dr. Murray, who wiU, ,$f < course, commit 
you to the county gaol, to be tried, at the 
egqtifog assizes, for yoyr life ;; apd i as I 
shalL of cqu^, bp the principal evidence 
against you, I think I n&ay /venture to afiirro, 
that yoji *vill be- condemned to die by the 
hand of the executioner Yet Mr. Langhtoa 
i$ fco qaerci frilly inclined* and so anxious to 
return good for eyij*,that if you are per- 
fectly sincere ia yow answers to various 
^ttefetwns I.havetaaak yofc, we jnayboth 

be 
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be induced so to /soften down oyr evident 
as to save your* W9rthle^s, life, by way pf 
affording you a longer time Top repentance. 
I therefore again a^Jc, at whose instigation 
did you undertake to murder your J>ene- 
fketQX?'; / / : , !; «' . V , 

. The trembling wretch fell upqn J^is kne^s, 
imploring their mercy, in the most abject 
manner, and declaring that he would pot 
even attempt to deceive them j apd; as they 
had expected; acknowledged th^t the Fa- 
ther had drawn him on, by bribes; and pro- 
mises of future absolotipn, to endanger 
both bis life and soul, ; 

"What bribe did you *eceiv$?" a^fced 
the Majrquis. < 

"A thousand golden guineas, my Lord ; 
and they are locked up in my ch^t, as I 
Avould have both the money and conditional 
"absolution before I made the attempt ; .and 
with that sum, I knew. I could have lived like 
a prince in Italy ; but he, promised me five 
hundred more, if all passed off quietly, and 
1 6 no 
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ho^pfcions respecting htwRfrXan^fitoti 
came *by his death ensued/' \ C 

" You meant, then, to retain to Italy,, 
admitting ail! had succeeded as yon hoped 
"and expede84" 

" We weae all three to have left England 
together, my Lord, as soot* as the lather 
1 had settled his affairs ; and as He was nd- 
'minated tine of Mr, Langhton's executors, 
he id\d j rhe and Mr. Mordim, we hoped to 
-hiivfc been oflTin a ma»th " ^> / . 

Then Was it me*e»y to obtain possession 
' of the legacy Mr. Langhton had, of e<fa*se, 
bequeathed him, that induced the Father to 
^ire you- to murder him ?" ^ • 

y I hardly know, my Lord, f am not fit 
all his secrets ; but I know he has received 
intelligence respecting his late prisoner, 
and that, I believe, made him tesolve to 
get rid of his patron. 1 ' 

€t I believe you are right ih y6ur con- 
jectures; so now tell me all you know 
about his late prisoner ; and remember, as 

you 



he the Father n^e#?^M^he, te'lfe 
reported, insane ' !> 

* I am certain he was as much in hfo 
senses, during the whole time he was under 
'my care, as yon ate 'kt this moment, my 
Lcird ; nor do I tfclieve he Vas at all -related 
to my master 4 Why he chose to "keep him 
cdftfined, 1 never could absolutely fathom ; 
and I declare,' as t hop* for thar«erey yotr 
have promised thfc, I do nbFkHo*? whe lie 
really is. The Father alone cats satisfy ydw 
upon that point.** 

n What do you know of Mordini/ who 
was once a monk, like your master ? 99 > 
• " Very little, thy Lord. I never him 
till about two months ago/ when Ire-was 
brought in privately through the chapel ; 
- since which, he has sometimes- been at the 
Priory, and some&nes a* Madame de La 
Tovtr% U HHtbii^ >\m he fte*e* Ventured 
out* except by 1 rii j*ht ; and the Father merely - 
toM me 1m was firider a cloud;\ f ttbt 
. much surptfeed, -therefore, whew I found 
■ 5 he 
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^^as^to ta^^asa, active part iq ,oqr vile 
plof, a? cpnvfeoed tljat ha4 long 
been settled to make a way \yjth Mr. Langh- 
ton> sipce every arrangement for the pur- 
. pose was njade spqp, after Mo^uu's arrival 
^ the neighbourhood I. ,Xh^ letter up 
; master, received yesterday; merely; hastened 
. the event. The rash was thought of, because 
tome N empertor has lately, bees strangled 
. ia^ sinwlar manner, aacji it w^s not likely 
,tb k^ve any:ipark 7 since, we hoped, when 
Mr.Langhton was found dcjad, that it would 
be supposed he went off. in a fit. The 
Father, ss\agreed upon, feigned illness, 
that be wight be the first to le^ve the 
<,tftep<$h pnd.to prevent its bfing even sur- 
nw§4 (hat.. he had bpen at all accessary to 
: hisj patron's 'death, admitting any suspicions 
did : 9rise$a to how be came by if ; since I 
Was , tQ have ' returned \q piy own roqnp, 
/after kttwftgj^qydw ouMtyxnigh thep^i* 
vate ( do^\tea$ling into fhe ( l?B^ as he was 
: t$ \mt made, the besf of his way to London, 
; to have provided passports, ynd<^ some false 

^ pretence, 
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pretence, to, eq^.^ to^^e^^k^- 
doiq, ^s mjf m^st^r wa^ ^hxio^S;^ tur^ hi? 
back uppn;Englan4* I, know J sippq hp has 
frequently ^Id^ithat ratjher than ba, obliged 
to deefefe yrfoD Jylifinp Teally W5*i why 
hfehad so.^triotjy CQOfined him, b$ 4 W£}iJ4 
forego fte legacy : ^e <e$pep?ed tf> } nejceiy^ 
upon Mr. Langhton -s de^tb, having already 
more than enough to pl?ce him muqh 
above .Mfc$t> thanks ,to th^t ( gentleman's 
,phflrrtaWjB«d|?pc«itlon, he hoarded ev^qr 
ferthii^g^e fepeiyjed from him to#str$ute 
. among the emtigranf p»rje?t^ poorer Catho- 
lics, and the heretic poor in this neighbour- 
hood, always averring, that charity begap 
at home." . » ; . 

■ 4 " Miserable, mistakpp .wrptch;l : M 
the^pgry Mr. Langhton ; wwder he 
was able to bribe so h\gh r t0 t have me 
assassinated, as. he has been my ^jpoji^r far 
years; and, of late, the perregt}t*oQfi i thf - 
Catholip. priests, h^vp witty abroad havn 
ing driven them to England, he lias been 
mwp than ever .preying joe fornfoney to 
i relieve 
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rtfreve theft %arfts J fret^^ <fcs* 
tJf *he Mriit itf 4he exeeHent Bishop <le 
St. Tbl J tie Leon, dodbfless without his 
kiroWfedge; -still, I hope 7 catf vrilh truth 
declare, I forgive hiito, thoagfrhe imi&t havfe 
*e&dergd me art object hf foftned m the 
ntfigfibdtirhood, and has *ery probably, m 
»yiuraie, reftwet! assistance to many^fte** 
*«*hring Catholics." .... 

*' I mike m> dotffet -of *is harrftag mfcde 
infcst unwarrantable t$e. of the Am*tai¥e<I 
powef you, Sir, Hrith the' best tafefttioitt, 
gave tejoifte* the Menqais; n by* 

as-IbeMeve this man fca», for once, been 
very sincere, I ttfink we may dismiss him* 
Take him back, Donald, and b*fe*g ift 
^Mtoiyini'; butreibfcmtfef*, Franciscb; if you* 
either by *rord* ; or signs, -endeavour 4o 
address your matter, til! yoti have my pe*» 
mission so to do, you forfeit every hope 
t>F irriy favour/' 

^ I \^%*eri'ttarn back itppti him* 
my Lofd, I kntwv yon irfrHI not deceive 
tne ; afid { hfe certah&y tes, imore than ewee? 
- to 
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to$oxk*]f)Xi$, there/ore, do J Bpw,Jook up 
* with Jkope/' leaving, t|*e, ,^om .with, the 
valet,who returned aJatpsMn} mediately 
tbti Prion;* who having, by his prc|ers> ad* 
voiced very pear jOU? hero, hfc&st inquice4 

who he^tfas? ; \ ; 

" An Italian fyy biftktjpy &W^ " 
. fr Thank God yon ate pot ^ British sub- 
ject," was tb$ reply, — Now, he pjfeastdi 
to tell me what induced you to enter inta 
. a conspiracy , to iqurder Mr. iwgbjqnf ■* 
The Prior paused. . 
" An open confession may indnqew not 
to deliver jou into thq hands of justice ; 
but ibe least prevtfiw^ft wiil effectually 
sepl your 4eom- • How long fc*ve you beet* 
^England*" > . r ; i 

^ I came^v^rin J7Wu wy^rd/v 
•M koo*v youjlid, Btw loag have you 
: lodged at Afa. r-> ftwet, Sotaefa 

Town?" • 

- This question tevidemiy startled him> and 
.heag^mseit 

"Do 
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" Do not attetapt to prevaricate, since, 
should your mem^y fdil-yonyl^ik set it 
tight With respect td dates/' 
- €4 J ^ as reflecting^ ifty lotfd. I hate 
resided about ten Months jV the house you 
mention. I lived at Walworth bfefbre;" 
€C So I have freed told. " fiut you proposed 
-'returning to Sometfs Town When you went 
from hence, as you are expected there, to 
«iy certriiri knovf ledge?- . - . ' - ' ' 

rr I believe - 1 may ; though my return 
thither depended upon circtiiMtarices.** 
r> i h. -You are right, as you had not probably 
foreseen that you would be taken, while 
"ihaking anUtteifti!* to mtfrdep that gientlfc- 
r ni#ii. You hive, I prestimfcy seen thfe: letter 
Father B. received yesterday; -itspeitlhg 
the yoirfh ivh6made hfe escape f^om hence, 
"law autum*, whom hfe styles his nephew, 
and> represents as- being -demngtd in *Ss 
mind?" i* 
- The monk apfwarfed *o atod aoUzed, 
since it was evident the Mangus fcnev* of 

that . 
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that letter. « Thinking, rhowfcver, it might 
be most prudent to be- sincere, as he was 
well aware: of * the rank and pouter of his 
interrogator, he acknowledged he had* seen 
the letter in question. ,,-r> o < . 

^ Then: pray> tell me who <the< young man 
really is, whom you* Uftd/er pcetencfe of re- 
gard for him, induced to ,ac€omfw*<y >you 
to England, where you landed at Briatol, 
and where you spent three days at the 
Rummer Tavern in that city, at the expira- 
tion of which, hiavi*gi doubsfefel re>aeiv$4 
jour final instructions fnSmvjQur worthy 
coadjutor in iniquity, you proceeded across 
the country to Manchester and, at tht 
■ Inn there, you wfereidrat by .Father 
Benedetto, to whom youdeliterid'upkyour 
unsuspecting companion; whawas, in corf? 
sequence, trepanned into this house, where 
he was closely confined, and fromrw'henGe 
h6 was, by the interposition of fProvidtnce* 
finally enabled to make, his escape, to* the 
great dfccomfitureiofhi^ Wicked: gaoler and 
yourself?". \ ' ^ •• ..• r u- ■ v • • 

To 
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To haye attempted to <ion trad tot tthis 
true statement of facts, the Prior felt wouid 
be completely absurd^ since the Marquis 
most have learnt same of the circumstances 
from Juliano himself, whs* plight, should 
he prove obatkwite; be confronted with 
him. Vartews, recollections, arid some dt> 
gree of remorste, induced him to give way 
to a flood of tears. Having suffered him 
to recover some degree. of composure, our 
hero; who wss-f »tremdly impatient to have 
tits STOpidett^4Mfa&Med, again inquired*. 
Though ill a gentler tone, who J wliano rarity 
was? estroting.httn tp be sincere, as he 
koped for thai mt*ey they should, in that 
case, feef fodKned to shewtorta. 

*' As ImJo hope for % mercy, my Lord, I 
cto not *KaK*)y know, which mint strike 
you as ^very extraordinary ; but Father 
Benedetto lias never* J am convinced, told 
me the ettact truth, with cespect to that titie 
youth, ffe. alone, therefore, can satisfy 
your vary datura! curiosity. Believe me, I 
have often reproached myself With having 

delivered 



«lelive»red him into his bands, since 1 once, 
nay I do still feet the sincerest regard for 
that amiable youftg fellow; and sincerely 
<fid 1 rejoice when t learnt that be was 
Kving; nay> I solen^y before, I'macJe the 
Father promise to pidvlde foralfchfeTuftire 
wants, before I absolutely agreed <o enter 
Into his iniquitous plan ; «mce no one 
knows better than I do how ti-tfly deserving 
lie. ever has been «f Fortunes favour*. He 
once considered' me in tie light of a father 
—•he must now consider me in the light 
of a ihonster, as J have certainly proved 
ftis most bitter enemy/Vagate shedding 
tears* 

i Possibly ^you may, unintentionally I 
will allow, have done bim an essential 
service, by bringing him toEnglatid/' re- 
joined the Marquis, who was extremely 
pleased to hear him thus do justice to the 
ntany virtues and) amiable qualities o0 hie 
loved protegee: 

u Pray God I may, have beeaso fiwrtURH 
ate," hastily resumed the Prior. . 

" I trust 
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" " 1 trust you will find my words true/' 
was the reply. " Meanwhile, oblige rac, 
by detailing when, where, and by whom, 
Juliana was first placed under your care?" 

: f? I : can have no objection, my Lord.— - 
Father Benedetto and I were early friends, 
and, at an'-early age, we both devoted our- 
selves to the church: He soon followed 
his present patron to England; but various 
reasons induced him to keep tip a tegular 
correspondence with me, since he had two 
natural children, whom he left in Italy, and 
©f whom he could only hear through my 
means/ For many years ^fter 'his -arrival 
in England, I hope that he led a very pious 
life; and very probably he might do so; 
but, about twQ-and-twenty years ago, he 
wrote me word,:that he had been unfortun- 
ate enough to connect himself with-* young , 
woman in this neighbourhood, who was 
liktly to give birth to another natural child ; 
and as Mr. Larrghton had outlived his own' 
passions, he could make no allowances for 
the frailty of « bumn» nature, therefore 
; : . » wouid 
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\rould doubtless discard him, should he 
even suspect that ; he had been guilty of 
what he would deem such an enormous 
crime. He therefore igqpprty^. that, I. 
would tak? sbjirge of it, and, if it proved a 
boy, bring him up for a monk; if a girl, 
for a nun ; hoth his fdrmer children having 
taken their vows at an early age. I made no 
sqrupleof promising to - oblige him, if, as 
he proposed, he ; could send it by sea to 
Leghorn, under tfie care of a proper nurse, 
promising tp npke proper arrangements 
for its receptiQn. . I was as good as my . 
Y?ord, as I had apartments prepared at, a 
vine-dresser's, ir| tfce immediate yiciniry of 
the moutastery* for the $ur$e and cfrikf and 
in%a vjpry $hort titne^anr elderly woman and,, 
a very fine boy, landed at Leghorn, whither 
I had seijt Ludoyipp,, the r vifc£ -dresser, to 
gjye tfcem the , meeting. , Tljat gbild was 
Jul^oo, i^y, Lppd. , His nurse, I, under-, 
sloqd, was his grandmother. . She did nqt 
long survive ,the fatigue of so long a jour^ 
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This was said 1 in a faltering accent. And 
he thus proceeded, after a momentary pause, 
for which his auditors perfectly aecdunted^ 
.as tftey made no doubt the poor woman's 
death had beett hastened by softie thdrrect 
means. . ■ '' ' 

" A very worthy Italian woman, whom I 
liad long known, upon her demise, took' 
4iharge of the child, who mtisf, ere now, 
be as fine a yoiing fellow as any in England. 
'You, who must have seen him, irfy Lord, 
mustluvow I spefck my real thoughts; when £ 
solemrtly declare, that your countenance, 
at times, reminds me of him ; and I shtiukf 
suppose he is nedrfy of your stature/* 

" I giver yoii credit for yxsut remarks, 1 ' 
rejoined the Marquis, while the mdnk pro- 
ceeded. 

"Possibly Ido noi thikt myself very clear, 
shite, though I wishr to-be verj ^artitirlar^ 
rtiimy tfhfngs may escape me, owtog'to rite 
confused state of my miricT.— ~At seven years 
Oldj Jiilkrto became- an inmate of our 
monastery ; and I undertook to instruct 
• him 



LJLNGHTON PRIOfcY., 

"hhn in tbte various tranches of learning I 
thought .necessary for his education. Nature 
had been so bountiful to him, that my task 
was very easy. 1 But, not tcf dwell upon the 
m few uninteresting incidents which occurred 
while he was under my care* fix the year 
1795, owing to the progress the French 
army was making in Italy, I wrote to Father 
Benedetto (who had been very punctual, 
in his remittances for his son's board), to 
give him notice, that I had it in content 
plation to embark for England, and to 
make Juliano the companion of my flight. 
Rather contrary to my expectations^ he 
encouraged the notion, desiring me to steer 
my course for Bristol, if possible, from 
whence I might write him notice of my 
arrival, as he thought he could so manage 
. matters, as to get his son (as he persisted 
in styling. Juliano) received at Langhton 
Priory, as a youth of family, who was rather 
deranged, but who would, of course, meet 
every indulgence, under that plea ; since, 
were he to declare the truth to his bigotted 
vol. iv. k patron, 
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patron, as he styled Mr. Langhton, he should 
certainly forfeit his esteem, and might Jose 
bis situation, which would effectually pre- 
vent him from doing anything more for 
me, whom self-interest rendered subservient 
to all his wishes. ' 

t€ . Probably you already know, my Lord, 
fcow we managed to decoy the unsuspecting 
youth hither, and all that he suffered, in 
consequence, which I was not absolutely 
aware of, till very lately, and which has led 
me to suspect he is not the son of his 
greatest persecutor, who has almost as 
good as acknowledged, in his unguarded 
moments, th.it he has deceived me in some 
respects. He was, as you already doubtless 
know, greatly alarmed, when he contrived 
to make his escape, and wrote to me, to 
request I would join him here, as soon as 
possible. I did as he desired, at every risk; 
and I kno\y his greatest dread was, that you, 
my Lord, should ever stumble upon the 
poor fifgitive, as be has often declared, that 
he was resolved, at every risk, should he 

1 ever 



trerbe fbrthcoirri ng, to prevent your meet 
mg r and, fry way of guarding against every 
ftiture evil, he, by degrees, sounded ine 
respecting getting rid of Mr. Langhton; 
since, if he was but removed, he should 
have comparatively nothing to dread, and 
woufd hold such a check upon his succes- 
sor, that he should always be able to make 
his own terms With him. I need not add, 
that I suffered myself to be bribed to second 
his nefarious views ; but I hope your Lord- 
ship, and you, Sir, against whom I have 
most sinned, will please to remember, that 
I was entirely dependent upon his hounty; 
and even more at his mercy than Francisco, 
which t may plead in extenuation of my 
crime, though I acknowledge I have sinned 
almost beyond forgiveness." 

" Should Father Benedetto be as candid 
as I believe you have been/' replied the 
Marquis, " Mr. Langhton and myself may 
be induced to conceal your joint crime i 
but should he prove obstinate, we shall be 
under the necessity of carrying you before 
. amagis 
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a magistrate. I need, not dwell upon what 
must be the consequence of our taking 
such a step; but I still hope he will fully 
satisfy me respecting' Juliano, .as I shall 
make his so doing the price of his pardon." 

The Prior hoped he would declare the 
truth, bestowing various deserved eulo- 
giumsupon the youth he had decoyed into 
his power, whom he repeatedly declared he 
still loved as much, as he could have done a 
son of his own. 

Lady William and Mr. Langhton both felt 
more than ever interested in the cause of 
* the fugitive, and repeatedly told our hero, 
^ that they were all anxiety to see him. 

" I hope you soon will," was the reply, 
" and that you will like him as much as 
I do, since, were he my brother, I could 
not be more attached to him. I will see 
you again, Mordini, after I have examined 
your friend, whom I think more guilty 
than yourself. Judge, therefore, in what 
estimation I hold him. — Take the Prior 
into the other room, Donald, and bring 

forward 



IiXNGHfOtt PRIORY. 



197 



forward the wretch whom I am most anxious 
to examine." 

The valef, who was' scarcely less anxious- 
to have the mystery -respecting Juliano 
cleared up, hastened To obey him, calling 
out, as he entered the adjacent parlour,* 
** Now, monster, it is your turn.'' 

This exclamation led the Father. to sup- 
pose his accomplices had endeavoured to- 
exculpate themselves at his expence } and 
he had his doubts whether the Prior might 
not be tempted to turn king's evidence ; 
in which case, he was well aware nothing r 
could save him from the gallows, as he 
was but too sensible of the enormity of his 
guilt. He made an attempt to rise, but 
fell back in his chair, appearing to gasp for 
breath. 

" I will assist you," said Donald, advancing 
for that purpose ; " though, lean suppose, 
you would deem immediate death a bless- 
ing. However, it is fit you should confess 
your sins first;, that once done, no matter 

how 
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how soon you arc turned over to the hang- 
man.** 

Unable to reply, the terrified being suf- 
fered himself to be dragged along, scarcely 
knowing which way he went. As he waa 
leaving the room, the Prior exclaimed, in 
very good English, " As you hope for 
mercy, Father Benedetto, answer every 
question that may be asked you truly and 
sincerely, since you are going to appear 
before lenient judges, and who are more 
in your secrets than you may suppose;/' 

The Father made no reply, except a deep 
groan might be deemed one ; and the foot- 
man closed the door after him* 
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t)uRma the intern!, the fcfawjma, who had 
ttPdh to stretch bis legs* asked Mfc Langhton 
if lie wished 10 see the Father tHt-d-iiic 
fcefbre fte wte ^Ufcfy ewifiitaed ? 

'* fey fio ttifeant* ifly Wild ftietid ; ihdefcfc 
I d*te ifot trust tttysftff ttl&ne vrftli Wfflf, 
Suttfy, fa* hfe oWli SaR*, hfe WillacktabW^ 
ledg* who Jttli*i)6 rtt^liy fe." 

" So Wimblfe * ywitagtnan neVe* e&fi bfc 
bis son/' cried Lady Will bun. 

" He has at gotA as acknowledged hfr 
Was not, Mordihi told us/' turned th<* 
Marquis. '* f ofily hope he Will cortVinc* 
tie thai tlte Mi&pieidft* Which I hive loh£ 
k 4 entertained 
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entertained are not unfounded. But hush, 
here he comes," resuming his seat. 

The Father being led in, our hero desirecf 
Ashtou to plaee a chair Jof him, telling 
him to collect himself — they were in no 
hurry — they only required him to be per- 
fectly sjncere. 

This gentle exordium rather revived the 
old sinner s spirits, and, having taken his 
seat, bowed, in token of acquiescence to his 
Lordship's requisition; Who thus proceeded : 

" To accuse yoiu of having, with un- 
paralleled ingratitude, conspired against 
the life of your generous benefactor, would 
he merely delaying tftne; nor need I ask 
why you forme4 so wicked an intention, 
as we already know what induced you to 
enter into so" diabolical :a league — It was 
to prevent his ever discovering how basely 
you had deceived him .respecting Juliana, 
whom yoti had doomed to a stiJl:m6re cruel, 
since more lingering, death, as you wishe4 
him to have perished with cold or hunger. 
Thanks to an excellent constitution, and to 

the 
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the timely interference *6f 'Providence; 
your vile intention was rendered abbrtive ;~ 
though the unfortunate y outh was a 'mere 
skeleton when he escaped front hence ; arid: 
had he died, t would have had you taken < 
up, and tried for his rtwrder; as I have long-;' 
been in habits of intiriiafcy with him.— Yoir* 
may well start ! as youmust now guess that 
I am convinced he is neither yoiiF nephew;, 
as yoir styled him,, nor your son; afc you- 
♦old Mordini j therefore, I now solemnly 
require you 1 to declare, who Hfe -is — whjr 
you confined him — and every particular P*~ 
rtiay wish ' to know respecting him ? If - 
you do accede to these lenient proposals/ 
we may be inclined to allow you to hide, 
your guilty head in some obscure retreat, , 
during the remainder of your wretched life. . 
This letter/' taking one out of his pocket- 
book, and putting it irito the friar's hand, , 
Sf is an exact copy of the orre you received 
yesterday from counsellor - ■ ■ whom 1 
the Earl of Algernon and myself have em-* 
.ployed to assert the injured youth's rights, . 

|K.6 I leaver 
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I leave 700 To guess why we have felt our- 
selves so strongly interested in his behalf. 
That he was bora in England, you certainly 
will not attempt to confute, after what 
Vordini has acknowledged ; and as I an* 
convinced Madame 4e La Tom is in many* 
if not all of your secrets, I shall give im- 
Ki^diate orders to have her secured, I aoa 
thus candid with you, to convince you thai 
1 do not wish to take you by surprise* 
Therefore, let me hope/ for your own sake* 
that you wilFfae inclined to follow my 
example." 

" I will throw myself entirely upon your 
Lordship's mercy. The conhuission of one 
great crime has led me on to think even 
lightly of murder; ^* I do acknowledge, 
that the supposed Julia no is neither my 
fiephew nor my set*, as you have too truly 
surmised. — Will you promise to spare my 
life, if I reveal who he really is ? else I may 
as well still leave you in doubt respecting 
* him." 

" May not Mordini know more than your , 

are 



M iwats Bfc Father, fend tfay lot M4tj&ih* 
<te La Tout* bdtfay jrdur confidence? ttoW- 
t*et, I repeat tty proritise — Youfr fife shall? 
be spared, and you fchcf yotit 5 accomplice 
shall bd allowed to leave the kingdom to- 
gether ; nay, More, ybU shall Be suffered 
td carry With you the nioiiey $6\i have, 
under so many false pretence*, ektorted 
from Mr.Langhtori^ if you instantly declare 
who Juliatio is ; else I will carry yolt im- 
mediately before Dr. Murray; therefore, iT 
you are inclined to sfc*e ine that trouble,, 
be brief, and sincere." 

I mil— I will, my Lord 4 Marqiifc, at 
every risk, 1 will unburthen my conscience- 
About three^aiid-twenty years ago; I hadS 
the misfortune to connect myself with a 
very beautifol forward young girl; an Irish- 
* Woman, smd a Catholic, who raided* witii 
her mother, irt a lone hbusif between here 
anA High wood. I was her confessor, and 1 
the sometime* came to ehapfcl herfe. Suffice* 
it to say, that after a time she proved with* 
child. For fear of stieh an event occurring,. 

k 6 she- 
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she had given out, when our. intimacy cor*- 
meneed,* that her husband, whom she pte- 
tended had been quartered at Preston, was. 
gone abroad with his regiment. The story 
( passed current; and, under pretence of 
following him to the West Indies, I meant 
after a time tasend her to France. Before,., 
however, she lay in, Lady William Albany 
returned to the Priory. She was in a very 
weak state of health, as she must remember,, 
and Mr.Langhton was, in consequence, ra- 
ther averse to her suckling her infant, as 
she had intended. I of course sided with* 
him in opinion, wishing to ptece my Irish 
mistress in the family as wet-nurse. 

" I need not tell your Ladyship, nor re- 
peat to you, Sir," looking at Mr.Langhton, 
" thestory I told, at the time, to bring my^ 
plan to bear. Suffice it to say, that she- 
was engaged, and I felt a gretat weight taken, 
off my hands. It, however; so happened, . 
that she only laid in five days before her* 
Ladyship; of course, she was unable to be 
in waiting when wante3.at_.the Priory; biifc 
. ' as 
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ass her Ladyship^ sdn idefiaect to' pine for 
the breast, Mrs. Stewart, who was then 
living, <conveyed him in the carriage, the 
- Hforning after he Was born, to the qpttage 
of his appointed nurse, under whosecate 
she left him, as her mother promised fo 
pay every attention to- hi mi and to wean 
her grandson, as had been agreed upon, 
immediately ; but no sooner was she gone, 
than she resolved, as at that age there was. 
very little difference in the infants, to ex— 
changethe children; but dursf not do so 
till she had consulted me; and, as I firmly 
resolved to provide for all the wants of 
the real Algernon Langhton Albany, as I. 
christened him, soon after his birth, I readily 
came into the plan, wishing; as well as his 
mother, fd secure the Langhton estates to 
bur own son. 

- Nothing intervened to. prevent the 
success of our plan, as Lady William con- 
tinued so low and weak* and was thought 
to be in so -dangerous a -way, that Mrs, 
Stewart contented herself with my daily: 

reports. 



reports of th* child's health, which were 
always very favourtble ; 4nd as she did not 
again see the inftat for upwards of a week*, 
when it was of course adorned in the clothe* 
which had been provided father Ladyship'^ 
whose son had been removed info the 
neighbourhood, a woman having readily 
undertaken to suckle it, no one suspected 
the deceit that had been practised ; and the 
moment Jane Killarney was able to come* 
to the Priory with the supposed heir, I sent 
her mother 'and the real one off to Man- 
chester, where I placed her in an obscure 
lodging, till I had settled matters for her 
removal to Italy. The Prior has probably- 
informed you of my application to him, 
and the result." 

" He has/' said the Marquis,, who now 
ventured to look at Lady William and Mr. 
Laflghton, who we*e; having been first? 
breathless with anxiety, now lost* in amaze, 
hardly appearing to credit the Father's as- 
sertion*^-" Then you do solemnly declare?, 
that the youth who wsd placed under the- 

PrioaV 
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Prior's care, and finally confined in the 
turret-chamber here, and who haH hitherto 
borne the name of Juliana/' added on* 
hero, in an impressive tone* * is the son of 
my late father, the grandson of Mr.Langh- 
ton, and my brother?" 

" r*tvill affirm it upon bath, if you any 
longer doubt my assertions, my Lord." 

" May the Almighty forgive your mani- 
fold sins and wickedness/' fervently ejacu- 
lated Mr, Langhton, " since it seems yon 
have substituted your illegitimate child, in 
the place of my much-wronged grandson/' 

Lady William gave way to a violent flood 
of tears, which certainty relieved her almost 
bursting heart. The Marquis, in the most 
affectionate manner, endeavoured to sooth 
her into composure, assuring her, that bis 
brother's astonishing resemblance Id the 
late Lord William had first led him to sus- 
pect the shameful deceptien which had 
been practised with respect to the children. 
He therefore hoped, that she would rejoice 
at the recent discovery* which had restored 

to 
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to her a son, of whom any parent might be 
proud. At all events, he should hence- 
forth feel extremely proud of ar- brother* 
'tvhose very enemies* could not refrain front 
speaking in his praise. — " At present," he 
went on, " he is perfectly ignorant of the 
suspicions* my- uncle and myself have long 
entertained, since we dared not give hint* 
hopes, which we were not certain would : 
ever be realized; but sincerely do I rejoice/ 
for all our- sakes, that the Father has ac- 
knowledged he is an Albany." 

This animated speech, in behalf of ar 
brother* whom he feared would be rather 
considered a$ an intruder in the Langhtom 
family, seemed to rouse the almost sus- 
pended faculties of Lady William, who,, 
pressing his hand,jsaid, " My dear Marquis, , 
you mistake, my feelings, since> believe me, c 
I. rejoice as much as you can do at the re* 
cent discovery, as-I have never, J may now 
acknowledge, felt proud of my supposed 
son; still, I cannot help pitying him, as he» 
k not to blame for . having usurped the 

place • 
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place of another; and I shallalways feel a 
degree of regard for the poorfellow, who, 
I believe, loves me as a parent; still, l am 
all impatience to embrace my own child, 
whose likeness to his father, and Unmerited* 
sufferings, will greatly endear to me/ If 
I can, I will ^ndeaVour to forgive the* man 
-who has treated hira so basely ;* though, from 
what you' said, I fear he meant to shorten 
his existence, in addition to 'which he wished 
to murder my father, to conceal his numer- 
ous crimes. I arri therefore truly happy 
that time will ' be allowed him for repent- 
ance." 

< Even the Father's flinty heart was soften- 
ed by this speech, since he wept like a 
child, acknowledging that he was undeserv- 
ing of their lenity. 

" You have fulfilled the conditions im* 
^posed upon you, Father," rejoined the 
Marquis ; " but I feel authorised to inquire, 
where the mother of your son now'resides, 
if she has not, like her mother, paid the 
debt of nature?" 

Aft<* 
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After a few moments pause, he slid, " At 
Hilton, my Lord." 

" I guessed as much," was the rtply £ 
as I presume you did, my dear mother?" 
u No, positively." 

*' Nor can I hardly credit the assertion/* 
cried Mr. Iiwghton— Cah Mfcdairie de Hi 
Tour have ever resided here, in the cajta- 
city of wet-nurse to my supposed grandson, 
*who mi£ht weH Hot resemble any of hk 
Amity?" 

tf She is the identical Jarte KiUarney* as 
X can easily prove, , With hom, as I have 
already confessed, 1 had previously coha* 
bited, and wfeota, instead of sending ta 
Ireland, as I t«rtd Lady William, to join her 
mother and son, I sent to France, in conn 
sequence of her again proving with child 
by me, and placed her undtr th* protection 
of Mr. Belthorpe, who was just nominate* 
confessor to the English convent of Pon- 
toise, and where I presumed she wttiiHL rea* 
dily be received, in capacity of l&y-aisteh 
In this, however, I was disappointed ; bu* 

Belthorpo 
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Belthorpe placed he*, at my expence, in 
another monastery, as soon as she had lain 
in of Pauline." 

" Of Pauline!" cried our hero, with a 
look expressive of horror—" Then how 
dared you suffer your son to form any ac- 
quaintance with his sister, situated as they 
both were? or did you tell him how nearly 
they were related?" 

€C Never* I solemnly declare* my LoTd.** 

" Then you were the imore to blame, 
since, to my certain knowledge, they are 
spw living together as man and wife." 

The consternation oqr hero** speech oc- 
casioned, may be moreeasWy imagined than 
described* 

" Living together as man and wife!" Mr. 
Langhton at last repeated—" What hatfe 
not you and that vile Woman to answer 
for,, wretch 1 , if they were, as you say, 
ignorant of their consanguinity? Do yon 
suppose they are actually married* Mtfr- 
fuis? 11 ^ 

Our hero briefly repeated 'when and 

where 
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Vhefe'hehad seen Pauline, the inquirfe*? 
lie had made rn Consequence, not onrif ting 
what had passed between him and'Belthorplev 
and the feme excuses Algernon, or rather 
Benedict, as he- had been christened, had 
made, for hating fofrned such a con*- 
nexiero. 1 - * r;, ' ; 

. u I atn more than ever inclined to bless: 
God that he is not my grandson," cried 
Mr, Langhton ; "since, with such princi- 
ples, he would have brought shame and 
disgrace upon his family and connexions.*^ 
It may bfc supposed that such a con* 
vincing proof of his depravity lowered him 
1 *veryonuch^n Lady William's esteem, though 
she was infinitely more indulgent towards 
the indiscretions of youth than her father, 
•was 'inclined *to be. She- therefore observed, 
f That<as the young people were really 
ignorant of their relationship, and had 
-very imprudently been thrown ih to each 
other's way, ttoey wrere not near so cri- 
minal as those who had led them into 
temptation.'* 

Of 
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Of this the Father seemed perfectly 
-sensible ; and certajnly seefned extremely, 
shocked at this fresh discovery. 

" Since Belthorpe was in so many- of 
you-r secrets, Father," cri^4 Mr. Langhtonj 
* 4 " pray, wiaS|he : tpJ\ave shared in the spoils 
you hoped to secure by ray death ?" ' 

The Father protested he did, not know, 
of the xleception that had been practised 
respecting Mr- Langhton's grandson, haying 
merely ; undertaken tbe qare ©f Jane Killar- 
ney, and to'prqyide for her infant, to oblige 
him ; and when the French revolution 
obliged him to leave France, he had, as 
they were both Irving, thought it his duty, 
to make Jane and her daughter, the .com- 
panions of his flight. The former had lived 
in the capacity of attendant to a Madame 
de La Tour, who r was a boarder in the same 
convent, fpr som>e years previous to the 4 
Revolution, which had induced her to as- 
sume the name and he had settled them at 
Hilton, to. avoid bf ing under the necessity: 
of making them a large allowance. 
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sr And were you not afraid of me, or 
some of the household, recognising her 
features ?" asked Lady William. 

" Bjr no means. When she inhabited the 
Priory, she was a blooming, delicate yomrg 
girl, in her twentieth year, and dressed in 
the simplest style; but, during her residence 
abroad, she had grown efcttfemeFy fat, her 
features had also greatly altered, and, as I 
positively did not know her myself when I 
first saw her, J had m> fears of your recol- 
lecting her, as she had entirely lost Ler 
Irish accent, nay, had afarost forgot her 
English, and dressed, besides, in a Very 
different manaer ; and I need not add 
that your Ladyship was once more my 
dupe, nor how I contrived to reward 
Belthorpe for his past sei^ices, by placing 
him as private tutor to my son, who By 
no means answered my expectations, and 
whom I had resolved: to keep in greater* 
awe, in future, by revealing the secret of 
his birth to him; and it seems he ha* 
already thrown off tire m$sk he did wear 

3 . under 
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wider my eyes, probably with the conniv- 
ance of hfe tutor, who, Tdare say, contrived 
Pauline's elopement and their future meet- 
ing, to ingratiate himself with the heir of 
Langhton Priory." 

" 1 fancy you are right ih your conjec- 
tures, Father/* said the Marquis, " as I had 
formed similar suspicions. We must, how- 
ever, send for Jane Killarney, Mr. Langh- 
tofi, as we cannot have too positive proof 
respecting the late infamous deception/' 

* Surely not, my Lord ; though nothing 
morels wan ting, to convince me how basely 
I have been imposed upon." 

" Nor me/' cried Lady William. 

The Father, however,* wrote a few lines 
to his female accomplice, merely to inform 
her that all was discovered, and to exhort 
her to make as sincere a confession as he 
had done, as the only means of preserving 
their joint lives. This he signed, and de- 
livered to our hero, who desired him to 
deliver up all his keys, which should be 
returned him, if it was net thought neces- 
sary 
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sary to examine his papers, after they had 
hjeard June's story, and to retire lo his own. 
room, as he could not be suffered to have 
any intercourse with Mordini and Francisco, 
till they had settled how they were all three 
to be disposed of; not that they feared his 
making bis escape, since he could not leave, 
the kingdom without a passport; still it was 
necessary that he should, for the present, 
confine himself to his own room ; whither 
Donald attended him, who, after securing 
every door, except the one leading to the 
turret, telling him, " He would forgive 
him if he made his escape from thence, as 
Mr. Albany had done/' he left him to. his 
meditations. The Prior and Francisco were 
secured in a lower room; and Donald, 
having taken some refreshment, was sent, 
in Mr. Langhton's coach, for Jane KUlar- 

During his absence, . Mr. Langhton and 
Lady WiJUam asked our hero a thousand 
questions respecting the real Algernon; 
and, by way of iqteresting them still more 



in his Favour, the Marquis briefly related' 
what had fii*st induced him to Visit the tur- 
ret*; how he, or rather Dortafd, had managed 
to effect his escape, unknown* to the Family; 
dwelling, with great Feeling', upon his sur- 
prise* when he perceived the - wonderful 
likeness he bQffc his late father, which had 
induced hiift to resolve tor unmask Father 
Benedetto, whom he* had immediately sus* 
pected had substituted a child or telatioil 
pF his own in His place* 

Mr. Langhtort could only declare, that 
his liberation was evidently the work of 
Heaven; and bless God that* the Marquis 
was thus rendered instrumental in the pre* 
servation oFa brother, for whom he avowed 
the most sincere regard. 

Lady William was all impatience to sea 
him, since he must be a most amiable, in- 
teresting youth, to have made himself such 
Friends, while labouring under such great 
disadvantages. The Marquis was promising 
to send Donald For him and Lord Algernon, 
Who was no less- interested in his nephew's 

vol. nr. l welFare, 
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■welfare, and who certainly ought to he 
consulted respecting the disposal of the 
three culprits, when thfey heard the toach 
drive in to* the court,* and, in another mi- 
nute, Donald led, or rather dragged, the 
terrified Jane Killarney into the parlour, 
•who had been so alarmed when informed 
why she had been so hastily summoned, .that 
she was hardly able to implore the mercy 
of Lady William. 

Out of delicacy, otir hero dismissed 
Donald, telling him he must prepare to set 
out for London very speedily — He bowed, 
and withdrew. Lady William made the 
wretched woman swallow some drops in 
water, and a shower of tears having greatly 
relieved her, the Marquis, in as few words 
as possible, related the events of the morn-' 
ing, giving her to understand, that she was 
so implicated in the Father's criminal in- 
tentions, a sincere avowal 6f her repeated 
.deceptions could alone prevent her from 
being sent to prison. — " Do you therefore 
acknowledge, that the supposed Algernon 

Albany 



1XNGHT0N PRIORT. iTS 

Albany is your son, by Father Benedetto, 
and that tfte real Algernon was sent to Italy, 
under your mother's caref n 

^Vs they expected, she readily confirmed 
the truth of her paramour's assertion. 

The Marquis next told her when and 
where he had seen her daughter, and what 
had proved the dreadful consequence of 
her having brought her up in ignorance 
of her relationship to the supposed Mr.. 
Albanv. 

She appeared nearly as much^shocked as 
the Father had seemed when hfc heard of 
tbe criminal intercourse subsisting betwfeen 
her children ; but hoped she might plead, in 
extenuation of her erroi; in having kept her 
daughter in, ignorance how nearly she was 
related to her brother, that she was not 
Father Benedetto's child. 

" Thank God!" cried the Marquis — 
" Then who were her parents? This seems 
indeed a day of discoveries." 

" She is my daughter, by Mr, Belthorpc, 
my LQrd/' she faltered out. 

l2 "By 



" By Mr. Belthwpe ! " cried the morgan d 
tuore scandalized Mr. Laaghton* — cc And 
does that lessen, the crime, misguided 
wretch! which your miserable children 
have unknowingly fyeen guilty of ? I^ut i» 
Whom, oh Iyord ! shall I dare* in future* to 
put any trust ? Is. the Father aware of this 
circumstance ? He has, as the Marquis has 
told you, acknowledged having sent yoi| 
abroad, because, you, Weje again with chiKi, 
fcy him." 

" He told ypu. truth, Sir; but owing to 
my journey, ai;d fretting at leaving England* 
1 miscarried of a second son, soon after my 
arrival, in fcrance. Mr, Belthorpe, Who 
extremely. kind to me, did not, however, 
Write,. th,e Father word wh,at had occurred,, 
a? it mjght hav:e induced him to lessen the- 
allowance he had promised to make* me, if 
he supposed thq child wa^ no more ; and 
before he expected I should . lay icl, I was* 
again in the family- way, by Mr* Beithoxpe; 
Who, in consequence* w,rQ,t$ . hj^a, at) the 
proper lime, Uutf.I w^,safoly, delivered of r 



i fine ^M, ms It 'seemed moit likely my 
next child would, be a ferffale, haviAg hacf 
t\ro boys; and if not,, as I never intended 
fo Mturti to Engtatid, We hoped to tte able 
to 'deceive Wrt int6 ttirAtaitting the infant, 
ivhich, a's We had hop&d, £foved a gfrl, thfc 
* fery Pauline Hvho retiii-ited ^ith ihe i& 
fiftgtortd ; t khd ' Ve had' nb idrfiifculty irt 
making the Father belfevfe J th ; a* I Was & 
baat-deVin bile ettfrvett't, irild this fcfiiftl in? 
dtiothfer, White tfe lfihAkfteH S irhall house 
at Porrtmsfe, \tty rieaV the afc trey ttliem 3Vfrr 
Befthorpfc rfesfdfrtf, filf tfife Fl-c^ch'iWbTnlWit 
bbliged us t6 se&k dor safety in Aigftt ; ahtt 
^e tfp^lfed, of course, tri the Father, W&tf 
plfccfcd •»* and PbuKhe at Hiltoti." 

" Wfr'kmW all that he <itd >*heft 
Tte\Sitne& to England** fcaid lh£ Mttqltfe? 
* but dtfeis Mr. Belt hbrpfc kh&w that life piijiit 
ydlt*l?6h by the Ffetftet?" 

" He does »ot, my Lord. The Fath&r 
ihade tab sWe'ai* slteh art bath iieve* i6 re- 
ttal Cbht tiretiitastirice, fe&cept by hi* pifer- 
l 3 mission* 
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mission, that I never have, to any living 
souf, before to-day/' 

" That renders him the more excusable 
for having connived at the horrid con- 
nexion your children have formed ; indeed, 
it now strikes me that they are married, 
since I can hardly suppose he, would have 
wished his daughter should merely have 
been his pupil's mistress." 

" I am convinced he would not, my Lord, 
though he has frequently expressed a wish 
to bring about a match between them ; but 
I always set my face against his proposal, 
under pretence of fearing to offend the 
Father and Mr. Langhton ; but I own I 
greatly feared he or his .pupil were con- 
cerned in Pauline's elopemejQt, though I 
sometimes hoped that she had gone off, with 
some other admirer, as fhat would have 
effectually prevented her fr6m fornung the 
connexion,! dreaded." 

^ I am willing to believe you . were in 
some respects innocent of having connived 

at 
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srf yotir daughter^ elopement ; but did you 
know that my brother was a prisoner in his . 
grandfather's house ?" 

"1 did not, my Lard, as I hope for mercy. 
I thought he had been long since dead, tfll 
the Father was obliged, in self-defence, to' 
tell me how he had kepr him confined, 
when he made his escape from hence,' as 

. he dreaded my dropping an unguarded 
"word respecting'him before Mr. Belthorpe.^ 

' He had hoped he would have died a natural- 
death, when he might have been regularly 
buried, without its- being ever disco vexed* 
that he was not, as he had represented him 
to Mr. Langhton, insane; and ever since 
he went from hence, fre has fettered him-- 
self that he had either died in obscurity, or 
that he hatf found means to return to Italy. 
T was not so sanguine in my expectations ; 
and yesterday, probably you already know, 
my Lord, he received a letter from some ' 
counsellor, which put him into a terrible 
flurry, and made him hasten ta my house, 
where his friend Mr: Mordini was, whom* 
l4 be % 
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fce invited to sup with him at the Priory, 
as something must be done immediately, 
he .said, iittle did J suspect what they 
meant to do, or I am sure I would have 
given you notice, Shy of their wicked in- 
dentions." 

" No doubt/' said Mr. I^angbton, in an 
ironical tone ; te but pray, if we do feel 
inclined to save ypur worthless life> and that 
of aJl your guilty $££Ojnplice^ what do ywt 
jtrpppse dojjig with your daughter, whom* 
I shall insist ljippn your immediately *@p*"~ 
rating from yjpur son, whom I shall place 
#bove wapt, siuce he h^s, in many respects* 
erred innocently, and has been brought up 
with great expectation?" 

" Yoij are very Jcmd, Shy pnd I will be * 
yegujflted entirely by yflur orders." 

" Then I .wish I could instruct you how 
to n*a};e y<Hir peace with Heaven ; for great 
have hew your crimes/' 

She wept bitterly; ^nd was certainly not 
^p3fing of hpr self-reproaches, when> it* 
ewge^epep pf a sudden thought, our hero 

interrupted 



infem$t$l h& 4!&§tlise) bjr asfcldg; Wi- 
ther she remembered hatfftfg- Befcifc tsftdHd 
cxtrtfmefy itt cm® dai^ Ifet Nofeftfbefj tflfciCW 
hid todtk&tf h** &fligh*Sf id tta&'tffctfte-ftM' 
the Priory, reqtf«fftfg to>8€S* tfitf F»^g*rftv^' 

She recdU^te^ 

" And /were yoo really as ill as y##! 
presented ydB*telf to bte V* 

" I Ibgri£wpos% ftitett Mh4n«tte, my 
Lord; alnd: ha*iti£ had a hare th6 day 
f<tte> I*a>fed tiitf btood, vtfiSefc d#cifvdd 
Ifctlfer into** belief tfcat I fttfd -ti&W hi smr& : 
dSigeK"* 

Ydtf^fcfc&Jed iiv Homing Mitt, 
no <^mk, as fid ifcd soifce r^kdA *8 fea** 
you mfight itepgfit u£6n> fditf d*aftfobe8,v 
but you had restolv&l, iri eonjWetlotf vfnfo 
f sdtrie otffert pertcfrv tor $6nd fiiril- fift'fc. tfr' 
atfswe? fbtf ydu# joiflt alnsl" 

She fobkeef deWn, and, after # pa cite of 1 
ivresolutitfr* said, " T'agiet I'adtfcdrby Rfi^ 
BbUHor^V advice'; btft he* di!d tf^f tefi-'ihr 
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what was Hkely td be the result of my sender 

V rf .Now, do , not affect ignorance: — Yoir 
m.wt k*K>w who attacked hito* with an rnfceftt, 
to murder him > that evening? " 

" I declare I am not certain who it was,.; 
my Lord; though I certainly "had my sus- 
picion*." .-. / 

" Upon whom did titeyifallf ' 

ff W^y> ;.j^Ptfvjnn&t kncty, my Lord, that - 
haying, by mere chaftee, stymied upon a- 
relative of mi^e, ;aj*rIrishtfM|n, who, worked*' 
fcgr a uiajuiiacfurer iaf r Manche§t^^ I, as >f 
very,, natural, wishing to hear about my; 
family^asked hlra^toxome and see, me now 
and theft, telling him J had naafri\i^d abroad^ 
and that, I passed for a. Frenchwoman and. 
he must not blow my secret, it , would - 
reduce me to ray. former indigency and. 
as he desired no* better than to shar$ my; 
good fortune, lie was as discreet a$ I' could $ 
have wished, But one jday, as> m i\\ ljick 
would ta^e, it, the Fajther popt-uppn ,us< 

unawares, 
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unawares, and half affronted him, besides 
abusing me for imprudence. Patrick wished' 
to defend me; and this ctaly made bad' 
worse, as the friar set off in a huff; and be- 
fore I could get rid of Pat, Mr. Belthorpe v 
joined us; 'and he sided with my relation,* 
whom he often contrived t6 meet aftfer that/ . 
and whom F firmly believe was the person < 
who way-laid the Father; or else it was an 
emigrant priest, who was also fct Belthorpe's • 
beck and call, who was very stnxiods to get 
rid of hrs^ rival at the Prior v. ! ' And^ as I •! 
have now candidly confessed ullmf crimes, * 
I hope, my Lord, I shall not be reduced to>« 
to a workhouse ih my old ager/* . 

" No matterhdw much you suffer inthir 
world/' said Mr. Langhton, ° since it rirtay 1 
the better prepares y ou for^ another. Wa- - 
shall, however, consult respecting what can ♦ 
be done for you. I do not think she need * ' 
lobe confined, Marquis: her dread of star v- - 
ing, poor sinful wretch, will induce her to * 
remain at Hilton." 

t. 6 # " I make ; 



u I 4oubt it will j ^ likcr 

y«Wi \ &QP* she will sincerely re pent 

her $?iwes, we vriU allow her enough to 
prevent her ffom cojamittiiig others t* 
pffovidq for h*r \^*t* YoijL way therefore 
lfo»f> qpd we will s*e you agaui, 
^hen we have settled Uaw y w ought tct 
yVQfieed ^pepti^g your d^ughtey/' 
: SJ>$ waa e*ti#niely th^nfcfu} (or the per- 
ajid vyould tewe made a thousaix* 
p^omis^^ zpdr entered iftte *H*y engage- 
ments req,^^ bq^as they i»an)* 
tilings (o t^l^ ovfr, and many anftitgemeftf* 
<ft fflakfc they soon dismissed ber, rather 
pleased, upon the whole, at baying escaped 
n& well, and coflsineed, she had nothing, 
fejthsu to,, fear, from pijeople who still a]» 
toted, hsr to.be at hwge^ . 



CHAR 




Thh Marquis, being once more left akmte 
with Lady William and Mr. Langhton, pro- 
posed sending Donald off immediately to 
apprise the Earl, Dr. Campbell, who had 
entered no less warmly into Xulianofc in* 
terests, and the latter, of the recent events. 
He woufd write three lines to each, and 
seffer them to the bearer for particulars, * 
resolving to remain at* the Friory till 'they 
arrived, as he wished to introduce hit* 
brother to. these nearer relatives i and he 
perceived 4 Mr. Langhton almost cteeaded 
Being left merely surrounded by servants^ 
while the manks-and Fianeise© remained his 
inmates. 

Being 
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Being therefore provided with materials; 
he wrote a very short letter to the gentle- 
men already mentioned, deputing Dn. 
Campbell to "Thform the General, Zara, and- 
Rosalie, of the late wonderful occurrences,, 
ancl. requesting the Earl would bring his. 
brother down immediately, and assist them 
. with his advice respecting the three culprits* 
To Juliano, or Algernon, he wrote a still 
shorter epistle, referring him to Dr. Camp^ 
bell- and Donald for every explanation, asr 
the fortnerwas to prepare hiV mind to bear 
with equanimity the wonderful change whick 
had taken place in his prospects; 

Donald was ready to set' off before hi» 
Lord had closed his dispatches, being 
eager to impart as he could he^to transmits 
the* intelligence to his friends. Ashton was* 
no, less anxious to see the real Mr. Albany ; . 
but> in common with. all the other servants,. . 
he was desired not .to mention the recent 
occurrences without the walls, at least tillt- 
the prisoners wefe disposed of, who were* 
finally all three secured in the Father's, 
* apartment^ 
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apartment, where they were to remain till 
the Earl's arrival, who would, doubtless, ia 
conjunction with our hero, be able to pro- 
cure them passports to leayp th? kingdom, 
as they had both oniy to apply to ministers, 
to hzye any favours, of so trifling a nature 
immediately granted. . lr • 
..Jane Killaraeyi. Mr. l^nghton proposed 
sending to Ireland, after she .had beep to. 
fetch her daughter,. as he wqiild p^' kie 
for their immediate, wants.;, ar>&. if the-^ 
girl behaved well, lje might make > some 
pejrmanent provision for h^r afte* a time.- 
As for . her brother,, they . a}i felt & de- 
gree *qf pUy for hini, though they alk 
agreed that they h?td frequently -beea* 
ashamed of him ; and Mr.Langhton feared, 
that he had inherited the vile propensities, 
of his wicked father, and that he had notr 
improved under the tuition of the wretched 
Belthorpe,.who had certainly meant to make* 
hisownfoityne^by bringing about a match 
between him and his daughter, which he 
gerhaps hoped would have met the Fathe^a 

approbation, 
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approfotfdft/ Vrfttiftt lie refcdlf ed fchotrt* 
Jtoe% C0rifettfi6»> Which Ashfon had t^kttr 
<kwa, that fcg feigftt hei had alsd Beet* 
duped, fey neariy as gteat a viHaiA a* hit** 
setf But as h* ftas resolv^cF to pfdvide fo** 
the in sbfae reaped tttifoi'Wrtate^BWyeifrc^ 
he applied to the Marqtrii fof • advice, pto— 
rtitfflg lhal He dhtoftT ofrjk* t!ohi* <SVer 
agfcifr becdifclng Ri* ifraiate. : 
'* He mmt, 6f cbtitse, be allows? td fht* 
hfe abdde wfce*e he jffe&ses," daid oor hero. 
" D*. Campbeffl wffi, I arfr con* met&, take 
upon hint ttf iiVfortrt Rim ftoW (ofting 1 ft* 
his father's c^tme^) 1 he is situated arrd 1 he* 
wiH, I make #0 doubt, frdm fim* to titoe,, 
ledfe in ti£on fifm, or writfe to hiitf. 
Were to be wi&hed he could board in ^om« ; 
vtell-regufefed family, vfrho were KkeFy tefc 
work a- reform itf Bis motels. Such witt? 
cfcubtfes* be the BteetorV advice. There- 
fore, if you agree tp allow him a hundrW? 
pounds a^quartetr; I ; think Jie will be fiaiid u 
semdJy provide* for,, at leasrt as a 1 
n*a**/* 
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Mr. Laugh ton thought half the money 
would be a sufficient provision. 

" Then you shall settle only two hundred 
a-year upon htm/' replied the Marquis, 
" and I will give him as much more, that 
poverty may not tempt him to act wrong ; 
and we ought to consider, that he has been 
brought up* in idleness^ and is too old to 
lwn wy trade, or to apply with success 
to my business." 

u Your Lordship has brought me ov*r 
to your opinion," replied the really worthy, 
but often mistake©, Mr. Laaghton. — " I will 
settle fow hundred a- year upon him/ 1 

Xady William looked her approbation of 
his -intention ; and at the usual hour they 
were summoned to dinner, during which, 
Mr. Langhton reverted to the disagreeable 
predicament he and the family should be 
in, till they were provided with a chaplain. 

An emigrant priest might easily be met 
with, our hero cpnceived, who would do 
the duty till he could suit himself with one 
Whom he might approve of for an inmate; 

strongly 
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strongly advising his applying to some 
English Catholic noble to recommend one, 
as there was more levity than would suit 
him among the French, too much treachery 
and duplicity among the Italians, and too- 
much bigotry and superstition among the 
Spanish and Portuguese. 

Mr. Langhton agreed to the truth of 
these remarks, resolving to apply immedi- 
ately to some of the English priests of the 
Catholic church, and to send for an emi- 
grant priest, who resided at Preston, the 
next day, to spend a month with him. 

This poin t being settled, and dinner being 
over, Lady William, who thought our hero 
r .looked fatigued, and who k#ew he had not \ 
closed his eyes the night Before, prevailed 
'upon him to lie down upon a sofa in her 
dressing-room, and endeavour to take a 
nap, as he objected to going to bed. 

Scarcely, however, had she left him, in 
hopes he would soon fair asleep, ere an 
express arrived from Dr. Campbell, which 
,had been seat forward from Highwood. Of 

course^ 
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cdurse, she was obliged to inform him of 
the circumstance, presenting him with the 
letter which had thus disturbed him. 

" What can have occurred, to have in- 
duced the Doctor to send an express after 
me!" he exclaimed, jumping up, " as he 
must be in hourly expectation of my re-; 
turn ?" hastily breaking the seal of his 
epistle, which was dated Umfreville Lodge, 
and ran as follows : 



<f 1 am sorry to inform your 
Lordship, that General Umfreville was seized 
with a most alarming fit, (lie morning after 
you left London, and cbntimies in so dan- 
gerous a state, that, by his desire, I dispatch 
these few lines, to request your immediate, 
return to London, as he has many things 
of importance to communicate to you, and 
to confer with you upon. I have therefore 
dispatched this express, since I much doubt 
bis living many days; and his physician* 

dare 



darfc not insure hk life for many libortr- 
Miss Umfreville and Miss Albfctoy are Very 
well. The fortner is, of tmiree, much dis* 
tflessed; ami both are, like nVyrfelf, all im- 
patience to see your Lordship, t*h&m I hope 
will believe fltat I am you*- most oSedieht^ 
&C- &c. ANDREW Ca3&i***ll/* 



Starting upon his feet, the Marquis sanf 
he must proceed im m e dia tely to Highwood, 
where his carriage and servants were, as he 
wmikl nM- for worlds disappoint the 
General •$ ttfpectttitoifc. 

A. hptfec was -therefore immediately, by 
his desire, saddled for him 4 ; and having- 
taken a hasty leave of Mr, LahghftnV bfcd 
Lady WHiiatn, who could not bttetept ft> 
oppose his departure, situated, as he tfft§ 
with respect to 3Vtis$ Umfreville, he gallop- 
pcd to Highwood;' where he gave every 
necessary order respecting Gordon's fune- 
ral, &©. # white Tais, sham, was preparing, 

which 



vfcich being soon ready> he set oujt upott 
Iiis return, his, servants taking it in tartar 
ride post, and to faavcf fosses ready; for him; 
and as he met with no delays upon the 
roa& he rather expected to hove overtaken 
Ponald before - hp reached: Lootkm,; but 
that faithful fellow bqiHg ail anxiety to 
impagt the- jovful tidings to his favourite 
Juliatyo, kept the- lead, and' arrived in: 
Portlands-place nearly three hours before 
his Lord reochecMhe General's villa-.; who; 
by driving thither before he went home> 
missed meeting his uncle- and, brother. He 
dltfst not> however, venture to call in. 
Portland-place, for fear the least < delay 
sbould render. his hasty, journey of n& avail/ 
Ije therefore, reached the villa between 
seven and eight in the evening of the day 
«dfter>he>had teft the. Priory. 

Rosalie gavej him the mieetthg, and in** 
Formed him the Gensml was: still alave, and. 
mpFO impatient than; ever to see hint ; nay, 
i\ad it in, cpntemplajftQn t<* dispatch another 
cxgr*** i$ sear^fe o-Thiflfr Dr. Campbell 

was 
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was gone to town, to give him the meet- 
ing in Arlington-street, in case, as might 
have been supposed, he had driven thither 
first. 

" Then I am very glad I came on hither 
without stopping, my dear girl. But let 
Zara know I -am arrived." 

She hastened to obey his cqmmands, and 
soon returned, with the physician, ivhom 
the Nabob chose should always remain in 
the house, as it may be supposed he was 
not sparing of expence, when his own ease, 
gratification, nay even life, was concerned ; 
and she had very prudently first communi- 
cated her brother's arrival to Dr. 3 

who told our hero that the General con- 
tinued in very great danger, though it was 
possible he might linger a few days longer; 
but it was much more probable that he 
would not be alive at this hour on the 
morrow; entering into a few details re- 
specting his complaint, which convinced 
the Marquis he had done right in not de- 
laying^iis journey; and as the physician 

thought 
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/thought the sooner he saw his patient, the 
better, he hastened to prepare the sick man 
to receive him, the Marquis following him, 
to the door of his apartment. 

The lovely Zara was seated bytfie bed- 
side, holding one of his hands. Mrs. Glover 
was stationed on the other, and certainly 
appeared to be in great distress. ■ Rosalie 
remained in the dressing-room, as the phy- 
sician had takeo upon him to announce our 
hero, whose name seemed to rouse the 
almost, dormant faculties of the dying 
Nabob, who requested he might see him 
knmedisrtely, for fear his . strength should 
completely fail him, before he had imparted 
bis last wishes to him. 

The Marquis instantly advanced, Mrs. 
Glover making way for him; but he ap- 
proached on Zara's side^ who rose to re- 
ceive him, smiling through her tears, and 
thanking him, in a low voice, for the haste 
he had made, to oblige her father, whose 
other hand he now took, expressing his 

regret 



itfgret at finding him so much woise thart 
when be had left him. 

" Bless God, I have been permitted- to 
see you once more, . Marquis/' faintly eja* 
culated the dying- man,, looking alternately 
at him and his daughter* and feebly pressings 
tbeir respective-hands. 

Our hero, who was really Very much: 
shocked, endeavoured to express. his feel- 
ings upon the melancholy occasion, and' 
bis regret at having been absent when he 
was taken ill ; though he had infinite reason 
to rejoice he had visited Lancashire, since 
he had terminated * the business be went 
upon, very much to his satisfaction, and 
had had the good fortune to render Mr. 
Langhton a very essential service. 

" Then I am very glad you left London/* 
resumed the Nabob ; " since, had yoti beeif 
in town, you could not have warded off the 
Wow, which has entirely broke-up my con- 
stitution, as I feel I have not many hmirs* 
to.' live. Of cmwse, I am. very attxioiwr to> 

settle 



3 
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settle all my worldly concerns ; and to youi* 
care and protection I wish to commit my 
daughter. You sought her in marriage — 

" I did,, my dear Sir/' interrupted ouf 
hero ; " and I shall receive her hand as 
the greatest blessing you can confer upoA 
me." 

». ec Then take it/' said he, joining their 
hands as they stood. I only hope sh6 
bestows it with as much pleasure as I do; 
and .may the Almighty shower down his 
blessings upon you both ! I now figel my* 
self comparatively happy, to what I was be- 
Fore you arrived; yet I am not quite satis- 
fied — I could wish — M fixing his languid eyes 
U.poQ the Marquis, who requested he would 
only point out how he could gratify any and 
every wish he could fornv — " Do not fancy 
I doubt yc^ur honour, my dear fellow, or 
♦ your attachment to my poor girl; stilly as 
my demise will of course oblige you to 
postpone your marriage, I shall fancy I shall 
leave my daughter very unprptected, if I 
vol. iv» x m do 
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*do not see her irrevocably united to ycm 
before I breathe my "last" 

49 YoU shall have that satisfaction, my 
-dear Sir, as 1 hope my dear Zara will not 
object to obliging you, under the present 
circumstances." ' 

The lovely girl could only reply by re- 
turning the pressure of the hand she held, 
•tis her heart was too full to allow* her to 
«peak ; but as she made a motion to retire, 
her scarcely lcfcs affected lover supported 
Jier into the dressing-room, where he re- 
signed her to the care of Rosalie, while he 
returned to the bedside, as the Nabob, in 
evident perturbation, was crying out," Does 
she object to my wishes?" 

" By no means, my dear Sir ; but you 
must consider what her present feelings 
are, and how impossible it is for her to 
give utterance to the consent she 'has fe- 
Toured me with. I will therefore hasten 
to town, except you wish me to spend the 
»ight by your bedside, and request Dr. 

Campbell 
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Campbell will immediately procure a spe- 
cial licence, that you may bestow my be- 
loved Zara upon me as early as possible to- 
morrow morning. With your leave, he shall 
unite us, as I am convinced it will be with 
heartfelt satisfaction." 

" He is an excellent man— I hare already 
had the benefit of his prayers. But do not 
let me detain you a moment longer, Mar- 
quis, as I trust you will return hither the 
moment you are in possession of the 
licence*. Should I be much worse than f 
now am, you shall be sent for, but not else, 
as I wish to confer with my lawyer, and that 
you should dedicate the night to repose. 
In case, however, we should not meet 
again, give me your word* that you will 
make my -daughter your wife to-morrow 
morning, even admitting I have breathed 
my last. I shall sign my will to-night ih 
that persuasion/' 

" You safely may, Sir, as 1 solemnly 
promise to fulfil your injunction ; but I 
hope you will bestow my Zara upon me, 
m 2 ar\d 
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<and that I shall find you rather better thatt 
worse in the morning/' 

"•You may find me alive, Marquis; but 
no alteration for the better is to be expected. 
Let' me therefore once more bless you both, 
and hear Zara promise to conform to all my 
•wishes." 

The Marquis went in search of her ; and 
he blessed them both very fervently, in- 
cluding Rosalie in his kind wishes, to whom 
he was very much attached. He then dis- 
missed them all three, desiring his daughter 
and Rosalie would endeavour to get some 
rest, and that the Marquis w<*uld hasten to 
London, as the sooner he was upon the 
va& 1 thither, the sooner he should expect 
to see him again. 

Therefore, having taken a very tender 
leave of his beloved Zara, our hero set out 
for London, and drove, of course, into 
Arlington-street, where he found Dr. 
Campbell, in conversation with Donald. 
Neither of them had expected him for 
some hours ; they were therefore still more 

astonished 
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astonished when they understood he had 
been at Umfreville Lodge. Having briefly 
recapitulated all that had passed there/ the 
Doctor undertook to procure a licence, in 
as short a time as could be devoted to such 
a purpose, setting out immediately, leaving 
Donald to- inform his Lord of what* had 
occurred since his arrival* in town, "having- 
merely told him that the Earl and his bro- 
ther were on the road to the Priory. 

The valet entered into various details,* 
having first proceeded into Portland-place, 
where he found the Earl, who had been 
apprized of the General's danger, debating 
with Lady Winifred about the propriety of 
dispatching a second express in search of 
the Marquis. His Lordship was* as may 
be supposed, extremely rejoiced when he 
learnt what had brought Donald to town, 
and how completely the Father had been 
unmasked. He sent him off, however, into 
Arlington-street, the moment he had told 
his story, desiring he Wbuld proceed with 
the Doctor immediately int£ Wells-street, 
m 3 as 
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as he should call for his nfephew there, as 
soon as he could, get ready to leave town, 
>vhich he hoped to do in less than an hour; 
and while Donald proceeded to rejoice the 
Doctor with the intelligence he had 
brought, the Earl, while his travelling- 
chaise was getting ready, briefly informed 
the Countess ^and Lady Winifred, having, 
previously dismissed Lord Dunluce and Miss 
Albany, of the late wonderful discovery 
which had taken place at the Priory. 

Their satisfaction fully equalled his; and 
so impatient were both the Ladies to see 
their much-wronged relative, that they ac- 
companied the Earl into Wells-street, where 
they found Dr. Campbell, who had, with 
Ins accustomed, caution, informed the sup- 
posed Juliano who he was, and how the 
discovery had been brought about. To 
iind himself the brother of Lord Endermay, 
rendered him nearly frantic with joy; a 
violent burst of tears rather calmed his 
transports ; and he declared his impatience 
to be upon the road, to receive the blessing 

of 
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of smother, whom he had been taught to* 
never*, and of his worthy grandfather; - 
whom he easily believed had been com- 
pletely the friar's dupe. But the idea of 
seeing his beloved brother seemed most to* 
rejoice him, as hp felt that he should always 
give the preference to him, since to him 
he was, solely indebted for the favourable 
change which had taken place in his cir- 
cumstances; 

Donald, who was no less m enthusiast 
with respect to his master, dwelt very for-? 
cibly upon the recent events, while assisting 
him to dress and prepare for his jourrfey ; 
and, to his , great joy, he was q«ite_ ready* 
when the Earl and the Ladies arrived; and 
it may be supposed he felt, extremely flat- 
tered to find himself even joyfully acknow- 
ledged by Lady Winifred Albany, who pro~ 
nounced hiri the living image of his de- 
ceased father; and would have entered into- 
a thousand details,, and have asked him a 
thousand questidns; if the Earl had not 
hurried him away, though he felt sincerely* 

grieved 
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grieved when he learnt thfct his adored 
brother was probably on hi& return to 
town. 

Our hero was very, sorry they had not 
met, as he was no less warmly attached to 
him ; but feeling very much fatigued,' and 
rather unwell, he retired almost immedi- 
ately, giving orders to be called, shbuld the 
General send for him during the night; 
and, at all events, at seven in the morning, 
at which hour he hoped the Doctor (who 
had promised to let the Countess and Lady 
Winifred know of his return that evening) 
would be in possession of the licence ; 
and as he was so fortunate, he accompanied 
Donald to his Lord's bedside, at the ap-, 
pointed time, who, with no small effort, 
roused himself from his pillow, as'he was 
extremely unwell, and had not been able 
to close his, eyes for more than a quarter 
of an hour at a time during the whole night. 
Resolved, however, not to disappoint either 
the General or his beloved daughter, he 
Endeavoured to shake of? the lassitude and 

languor 
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languor which hung about him, and ptr*- 
sisted, in answer to the Doctor and Donald's 
anxious inquiries, to declare he was very 
well, merely a little fatigued ; and with 
the former immediately proceeded to' tti*> 
Lodge, where, to his great joy, Lady Al- 
gernon and Lady Winifred, as had beert 
agreed upon between them an& the Doctor 
the overnight, gave him the meeting, wish- 
ing to support the fair bride, by their pre- 
sence, through the trying occurrences of 
the day* y 1 

The General had what might be deemed: 
a. very . tolerable night, arid was in murfl 
better spirits than when the Marquis bad 
taken leave of him the evening before. 
Having greeted our hero with every kind' 
expression,, he desired his lawyer to read 
over the settlements, which were ready for 
signing; and the Marquis and Zara having 
affixed their names to them, he was sup- 
ported in bed to do the same; he had 
signed his willthe rlight before i and having ; 
wi{h difficulty added his name fo the settle- 
rs - meats, . 
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xnents, he said, " Thank God, I have been 
allowed to settle all my: affairs. I have 
only now, Marquis, to wish you and my 
daughter joy, and then no matter how soon 
I am called away/' 

The Ladies were therefore summoned, 
and the good Doctor, with due solemnity, 
united his beloved young friend to the 
amiable feeling Zara. When ill was over> 
he requested the Doctor would join him in 
a fervent prayer for their future happiness* 
He next embraced and again blessed them* 
saying, " Now, oh Lord ! thy will be done. 
Though I fear I have proved myself an un- 
profitable steward, and I know I have, witb 
justice, been deemed a tyrant, therefore/ 
how dare I hope for that mexcy I have: 
denied others 

Putting out his hand to his son-in-lawr — 
u You will prove a far better husband than* 
lever did, and/ I am convinced* a much 
better father, May^ your children inherit* 
your jpint virtues,, and they will prove a> 
xeal comfort to you.. But I see I distress 

**** 
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you, and you «do not look well, my dear r 
fellow. Your wish to oblige me has made r 
you regardless of your own healths I hope 
you wilj be better after breakfast, when 1^ 
will see you again." 

And having severally addressed every oner 
present, and expressed his thanks to: the 
Countess and Lady Winifred, who had givenc 
proofs of their feeling, the party left him, 
to the care* of Mrs. Glover and his valet, 
and adjourned, to breakfast/ which was very 
elegantly set out in one of the lower apart- 
ments. ~~ * 

The bride, had made the same remarks,, 
her father had done respecting; jour hero's 
looks, as his eyes were heavy, aod he seemed., 
hardly able to bear . up. against a head-ach,„ 
which he acknowledged oppressed him, ».„ 
and which, he . attributed to anxiety and 
want of rest. The attending physician was, , 
however,, .convinced . that he was. serio usly % 
iU-,: as he perceived he was unable to eat 
any of the delicacies that had bees provided, 
for. the occasion, though he seemed, ex* 
mj6^ ceeding 
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deeding thirsty; and having advised hint 
riot to force his appetite, "he requested to 
speak with him in the next room, as soon 
as breakfast was over; and after feeling his. 
pulse, assured him it would be the height 
of imprudence to endeavour to bear up* 
any longer against the fever which hung 
over him, strongly advising his retiring im-^ 
mediately to bed, inquiring in what he sup- 
posed his complaint originated ? 

Our hero did not affect to deny he was 
rather unwell, acknowledging that, two 
nights before, through necessity in some 
respects, he had lain for near two hours 
upon a marble pavement, in a damp chapel, 
at Lahghton Priory, which, added to his 
having travelled all the next night, had, he 
believed, disordered him. Still he could, 
not bear the idea of retiring to bed before 
noon on his wedding-day; requesting the 
Doctor would give him something,to raise- 
his spirits, till a rather more seasonable 
frour. 

" I, should be sorry to alarm your Lord-. 

ship* , 
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ship, but, upon my honour, rbelieve.you 
will bring on a very severe fit of illness, if 
you do nof take care in time." J 

While they were thus debating the point, 
the two other physicians who attended the 
General arrived. They were shewn into the^ 

room to which the Marquis and Dr. R 

had retired, who,- having given in his re- 
port respecting the Nabobs candidly told 
them what had just passed between him 
and the Marquis; and they both having 
also felt his pulse, and asked him several 
questions, seriously advised his retiring to 
bed. - r . 

He excused himself, under the plea that 
the General might wish to see him, and 
what excuse could they make for his non- 
appearance? If they told the truth; they 
would distress him, and might embitter the 
short remnant of his life. He was, besides,, 
very unwilling to have his beloved Zara 
alarmed. . m 

At last, however, the medical gentlemen 
agreed to inform the Nabob that the Mar- 
quis 



254* LANGHT0N FRIOOTV 



quis stood greatly in need of rest, taking* 
upon themselves, to make him insist upox* 
his retiring. 
. When, however; they reached the sick- 
room, and inquired of Mrs. Glover, andr 
Freeman ■ his valet, who were seated on* 
either side the bed, how their patient didy. 
they assured them that he was in a veryn 
comfortable doze> and had not moved jfo2> 
the last half hour. Upon approaching the* 
bed, and putting by the curtain, they were: 
convinced he was indeed very quiet, as he* 
had gone off without even a. struggle, pro- 
bably when they supposed he had fallen* 
asleep, which they told the astonished valet, , 
and sorrowing Mrs. Glover, before theyt 
returned to the. Marquis to. giye.in,tlHuc* 
report.. , - 
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Ovu hero was not very much: surprised on 
shocked, when he learnt the Nabob was no 
more ; nor- did, he affect great sorrow for a 
man whom he had frequently been tempted 
to despise, and who had, as. he justly ac~ 
knowledged, tyrannized in the most arbi- 
trary manner over a. very amiable wife and, 
daughter. Hte* was, hpwever, happy that 
* he had lived to see his Zara and him united,, 
as it had certainly greatly contributed ta 
his comfort in his last moments,. 

Haying sent for Dr. Campbell, . he inw 
parted the intelligence to him, requesting, 
he. would send Zara to him, as he should 

thuse 
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chuse to break the melancholy occurrence 
to her, and that he would then make the 
General's death known to the Countess, 
Lady Winifred; and Rosalie, with whom he 
should send the Marchioness to town, as 
he believed he must, in compliance with Dr. 

R =-'s advice, return home as speedily 

as possible, and retire to bjed. 

The Doctor strongly urged his doing so. 
Suffice it, therefore, to say, that less than 
an hour after the General had breathed his 
last, the three Ladies and the sorrowful 
bride, proceeded to London, and to Port- 
knd-place, the Marquis staying behind with 
the Doctor, to give every necessary order, , 
the Marchioness was told; which having 
done very hastily, he returned into Arling- 
ton-street, promising to^send the Doctor, 
who took charge of all the keys, to read 
the General's will, the next morning. 

Dr. R -r— accompanied our hero to 

town, and did not leave him till he had 
seen him in bed, and given* hkn a draught, 
which he hoped would rather check the : 

progress. . 
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progress of the fever he was already -labour-. • 
ing under. 

Donald, who had not been an equal so f- 
ferer with his Lord, took his station by his 
bedside, as did 'Dr. Campbell who had pro- 
mised the Countess to call in Portland- 
place in the evening, where she had re- 
solved the bride should remain, if the 
Marquis was not better, who unfortunately 
was even delirious before dusk, and who\ 
was pronounced to be in an ardent fever, 
when the three physicians visited him, bjr 
appointment, in the evening. 

With this melancholy report the Doctor 
was obliged to go into Portland-place. 
The Countess was extremely alarmed, but 
made very light of the matter to the even 
more apprehensive Zara, and no less grieved 
Rosalie, placing the Marquis's illness to the 
score of anxiety and fatigue, and prognos- 
ticating that he would be much better next 
day; till when, she thought the Marchioness 
had better remain in Portland-place, pro- 
• jnising to accompany her very early into ' 

Arlington- 
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Arlington-street, to see how her LorcFdicC* 
and where she would leave her, if he wa» 
well enough to do the honours of his house-. . 
And, by way of diverting her and Rosalie^ 
from dwelling upon his illhess, she briefly 
and feelingly related Juliano's story, not* 
omitting the Ifcst wicked, attempt of Father* 
Benedetto, which had certainly accelerated* 
the discovery of what he had so long en- 
deavoured to conceal". 

While she was thus assisted by Lady* 
Wfnifred, who proved a very able auxiliary,, 
trying to beguile the time, and interesting* 
Zara and Rosalie for the real Algernon, the* 
Doctor returned to his pupil, who passed 1 
, a dreadful night; and was pronounced ta 
be in imminent danger by his three phy-* 
aicians, at an early hour in the morning.* 
The Doctor was ready to execrate Father. 
Benedetto, and to almost regret- that hisa 
beloved friend had thus endangered hisi 
own life, to sa*ve that' of Mr.Langhton* 
As it was, however, impossible to conceal? 
his situation, he wrote three lines to the: 

Countess 
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Countess, who had sent, at a very early hour, • 
to kno v w how he was, requesting she would 
bring the Marchioness and Rosalie into 
Arlington-street, as the Marquis had fre- 
quently called for both during hisdeiiriura, 
as the physicians wished them to be near 
him, should he ask for them during any 
lucid interval. Besides, as he was obliged 
to go to the Lodge, he wished her Ladyship 
would remain near his Lordship during his 
absence, for fear, with the best intentions in» 
the world, Donald or the housekeeper should* 
give him anything improper, or likely to 
aggravate his disorder. 

The Countess required no pressing to> 
take upon her the office the Doctor had 
assigned her; and, with proper caution, she 
imparted his real situation to her young 
companions, exhorting them to exert all 
their fortitude, and expressing/the greatest 
hope that the Marquis's youth, natural good 
constitution, and the skill of his medical at- 
tendants, would bring him through. 

§incerely did they join in the hope* 

and 
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and willingly would either have laid dbwrr 
their lives to preserve one far dearer to 
them; and, had they been suffered to do- 
it, they wonld'have taken their station by his. 
bedside, and never have left their post while 
he remained in danger. An experienced 

nurse, recomtnended by Dr.R , havings 

superseded the housekeeper, they were 
obliged to content themselves with her's : 
and Donald's reports, which they both en- 
deavoured to render as favourable as cir- 
cumstances would admit. The nurse, in 
particular, who was a sensible well-informed 
woman, greatly cheered theirspirits, by her- 
consoling prognostics. 

Rosalie thought it, however, necessary to^ 
write an exact account of her elder bro- 
ther's situation to her mother, declaring, 
that much as she rejoiced at the recent dis- 
covery, she would ever grieve, should Father 
Benedetto's wicked plot prove, as there was . 
but too much reason to apprehend, fatal 
to the Marquis, whom she feared her friend* 
would not long survive ; requesting a speedy 

answer 
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Stiswer from the Priory, and that her grand- 
•father, whom she congratulated in the most 
feeling manner upon his recent narrow 
escape, would join his prayers to those of 
all the family, for the Marquis's speedy re- 
covery. 

Lady Winifred was not less grieved ; and 
as she chose to spend {he day in Arlington- 
street, she suffered Miss Albany to dine in 
St. Mary Axe, upon her promising, in the 
most solemn manner, to return home at an 
early hour in the evening, and not to make 
any future engagements, as she was resolved 
to return into Lancashire as soon as the 
Marquis was pronounced out, of danger. 
And, by way of enlivening Lord Derwent, 
who was confined to his dressing-room with 
the gout, she looked in upon him in her way 
to Arlington-street, to inform him of his 
grandson's situation ; and though this selfish 
old man seldom grieved for the death, much 
less the illness^ of any of his relatives, he 
was really shocked when he learnt the 
-dangerous situation of ,our hero. The 

General's 
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General's death he had heard of, having 
sent, as usual, to inquire after his health ; 
nor was he unacquainted with the Marquis's 
recent marriage, whoin he sincerely hoped 
would recover, he. told Lady Winifred, for 
his wife's sake. 

" She would be a very sincere mourner 
for his loss, brother," was the reply ; " which 
is more than many fashionable wives would 
be, upon a similar occasion." 

The Marquis understood her meaning ; 
nor was it misconstrued by his better halt 
who over-acted her part, Lady Winifred told 
the Countess, while endeavouring to con- 
vince her lord and master that she should 
grieve for his demise. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Campbell, though never 
in a more unfit frame of mind to do busi- 
ness, proceeded to Umfreville Lodge, the 
Marquis having appeared very anxious, be- 
fore illness incapacitated him from express- 
ing his wishes, to have the General's will 
read as speedily as .possible, in case he had 
given any direction^ in it respecting his 

< funeral* 
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$meral. Mrs.Glover, who had remained at 
the Lodge, had expressed no less impatience 
to hear the contents of the will, that the 
Orders of the deceased might be strictly 
adhered to, she said ; when, in fact, she , 
was merely anxious to learn how she was 
left. 

The General's solicitor, having been ap- 
pointed to meet the Doctor, was in wait- 
ing ; and Mrs. Glover having shed f flood 
of tears, in honour of the deceased, and 
grieved with all due decorum, when she 
♦learnt the dangerous situation of the Mar- 
quis, readily summoned the* valet and 
house-steward to hear the will read, which 
had not been executed many hours before 
Miss Umfreville's marriage, and by which 
he constituted the Marquis of Endermay 
( in case, as he made no doubt of his so 
doing, he married his daughter the ensuing 
morning) his sole heir and sole executor ; 
and by a codicil, which was added after the 
marriage-ceremony had beeo performed, 

and 
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and which he signed after the Marquis had 
withdrawn, he fully confirmed this his last 
will, again appointing the Right Honour- 
able Malcolm Albany Montrose, Marquis of 
Endermay, Earl of Montrose, &c. &c. hus- 
band of his belbved daughterZara Montrose, 
his' sole heir and sole executor. 

To Mrs. Glover he left five hundred 
pounds, to be paid her within a month 
after his decease, and two hundred a-year 
for life — much less than she had expected, 
to judge from her looks ; indeed, she could 
not help exclaiming, " That siich a paltry 
bequest was a very poor return for .her 
■services." 

" You ought to have made your own 
terms with the General, Madam/' replied 
the Doctor, " since, in my opinion, the 
services of few governesses are better re- 
quited," 

fr If I had not hoped to have been placed 
upon a very different footing, when we 
-arrived in England, Sir, I would ftever have 

left 

3 
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left India. There I might have married 
veil, had not my foolish regard for the 
General marred my fortune." 

" These are matters do not concern me, 
Madam, nor am I in a frame of mind to 
talk upon indifferent subjects; therefore 
suffer Mr. Han way to conclude the will, as I 
am in haste to return to town." 

She made no reply ; and had not curiosity 
detained her, she would have left the room, 
so great was her rage and disappointment. 

To every member of the Albany family 
he left a hundred pounds* for a ring, and 
five thousand pounds to Rosalie, as. a small 
token of his esteem. This occasioned fresh 
exclamations from Mrs. Glover, who was 
convinced that she shoirid have been left 
an eqpal sum, if .it had not been for the 
Marquis of Enderraay, who had merely 
married Miss Umfreville to secure the 
General's fortune to himself and family. 

The Doctor disdained to make any re- 
ply; and as the General had alsp left him 
five hundred pounds, she congratulated 

vol. iv. n him 
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him upon having superseded her in his , 
esteem. 

To Freeman hi$ valet he left a hundred , 
pounds, and an annuity of fifty pounds; | 
and a year's wages and mourning to all his 1 
other servants ; requesting that the Indians 
who accompanied him home might be sent 
back, if they objected to remaining in 
England. 

Freeman and the house-steward were 
perfectly satisfied, and both agreed that the 
General had acted very generously. 

He had given no particular orders re- 
specting his funeral, having merely re- 
quested that he might be conveyed to his 
family-seat. 

Mr. Han way, therefore, by the Doctor's 
desire, undertook to give all the necessary 
orders; and the servants were informed, 
that every thing would, for the present, 
remain in statu quo. 

The Doctor then sent to inform Mrs. 
Glover, who had left the room while he 
i was giving his orders, that he was going 

back 
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tack into Arlington-street; therefore, if 
she had any message to send to Lady 
Endermay, he would be the bearer of it 

€t None— ishe was obliged to him — though 
he might, if he chose, inform her Ladyship 
that she knew who she might thank for 
having been so slenderly provided for; 
she should, however, leave the villa imme- 
diately, well convinced that her late pupil's 
ingratitude towards her would not go un- 
punished." \ 

The Doctor merely returned for answer, 
€C That he was not quite so much her 
enemy as to heed what she now said; 
though he thbught, if ingratitude was like- 
ly to be punished, she had something to 
fear upon that score." 

He then set out for London, where 
he learnt, to his infinite regret, that the 
Marquis still continued insensible of the 
presence of his friends, and that neither 
bleeding nor blistering had as yet had any 
effect in mitigating the violence of h» 
disorder! which had been coming on from 
n S the 
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the time he left Langhton Prior)" ; and his 
hpsty journey had greatly encreased its 
virulence... 

While, however, Zara and Rosalie were 
stationary in his dressing-room, from which 
they seldom stirred, and the Countess and 
Lady Winifred were continually either com- 
ing or sending into Arlington-street, the 
Earl and his nephew reached the Priory, 
en the second morning after their depar- 
ture from town ; wondering at not having 
met the Marquis upon the road, and rather 
expecting, in consequence of not having 
seen him, that he was still in the country, 
though something very extraordinary must 
have occurred, the Earl was convinced, to 
have induced him to delay returning to 
town, after he learnt the General's situa- 
tion. 

Ashton, who was all impatience to see 
the real Mr. Albany, as he styled Juliano, 
was at the carriage-door the moment it 
stopped; and from him the Earl learnt 
when our hero had Jeft the Priory, which 

led 
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led him to suppose they must either have 
taken different roads, or that they had 
crossed each other after dusk, on the 
evening they had left town. Hoping, 
however/that he had found the General 
alive, he alighted* and was followed by 
his companion, whom Ashton pronounced 
to be the living image of the late Lord 
William, declaring, that had he met him 
by chance, he should have thought the 
4Ufte. 

€t Why v I did not know you* had ever 
«een my brother/' $afd the Earl— « he was 
never received at the Priory." 

" True, my Loiri ; but he contrived to 
get within the walls once, in disguise. ^ . 
Poor old Gordon brought him ; and though 
I did not know him at the time,'I soon 
^guessed who he was, .when we learnt with 
.: whom our young Jady wa^ gone off. And 
I am sure your dear mother, Sir, will be no 
less struck with the resemblance ; but, if I 
might venture to ad me, you. would go in 
n 3 firet, 
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first, my Lord, for fear, though she is in 
hourly expectation of him, that the sight 
of this young gentleman should prove too 
much for her." 

And as his Lordship perceived his nephew 
was also greatly agitated, he left him in 
the hall, while he proceeded into the oriel 
, parlour, where Mr.Langhton, Lady William, 
and the Abbe de Vignis, (ah emigrant 
.priest, who had really been recommended 
to the old gentleman, when he came into 
Lancashire, by the Bishop of St; Pol de 
Leon, but who had been purposely kept at 
a distance by the Padre and Belthorpe, and 
bad, in consequence, taken up his abode 
at Preston, from whence he had been lent 
for the day before ), were sitting. Lady 
William started up the moment she caught 
/sight of the Earl, exclaiming, " Has not 
my son accompanied you, my Lord ?" 

" He has, my dear sister, and he is as 
.anxious to embrace his mother as you cap 
be to see him; but I wished to prepare 

you 



LANGHTON PRIORY. 



871 



you and Mr. Langhton, whom I sincerely 
congratulate upon his recent narrow escape, 
for his reception." 

" Is he in the house?" asked the impa- 
tient mother. 

u Shew him in, my good friend/' said 
the Earl, turning to Ashton, who Bad re- 
mained with the door in his hand, and now 
went in search of the fine youth he had 
left in the hall ; who being very fashion- 
ably dressed, and having both recovered 
his health and flesh since his departure from 
the Pridry, had never looked better ( the 
■ Earl's valet having assisted at his toilette in 
the morning) than when he presented hint- 
self before his expecting relations^ to- 
wards whom the, gratified Earl now led 
him. 

Lady William could, like Ash ton, have 
exclaimed, " He is the living image of his 
father/' had she been able to speak; but, 
starting forward with wild animation/ shje 
threw herself into his arms, almost con- 
ic 4 ceiving 
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ceiving that she was again enfolded in those 
of her lamented Lord. 

Mr. Langhton, who remained standing 
within a few paces of his overjoyed daugh- 
ter, was the first to break the general 
silence, By exclaiming, 49 I need not have 
"teen toH that that fine youth was an Al- 
bany, even bad we met by chance, as I can 
perceive the family-likeness he bears his 
brother and sister, and even to your Lord- 
chip ; and 1 can also trace a resemblance 
to our family, in his' expressive counte- 
'fiaftce/' 

The moment,, therefore, his daughter 
slackened her etabrace, he caught him to 
hfe bosom, rind cordially welcomed him as 
hfe grandson, anil heir to the Priory; while 
the rather recovered Lady William, takirig a 
picture of his father out of her pocket, put 
it into the old gentleman's hands, saying, 
t# Did ydu ever, see so striking a likeness, 
Sir? Iam sure, if I had been fortunate 
eaough to see this dear fellow while he 

was 
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was confined within these walls, I should 
have accused the Father of the deception 
he has. since acknowledged he put upon 
us:" adding, " I hope, after a time, I shall 
feel more charitably inclined towards hira" 
at present, I can only rejoice that he is 
suffering the penalty of his crimes in this 
world ;" ordering breakfast for the Earl and 
her son, who. had not yet taken that meal, 

she understood 

While it was bringing, in, having re- 
ceived the compliments and congratula- 
tions of the Abbe, who had, of course, 
been informed of the recent occurrences 
at the Priory, Algernon, who was teok*- 
ing round him, said, he could almost 
fancy himself in the monastery he, had so 
long inhabited in Italy ; which induced 
his grandfather to address him in that 
language, which was much more fatnijiar td 
him than English ; though he -was perfectly 
competent to hold a conversation in the 
latter ; yet he had still much, to leaf n, ho 
observed* ~ 

v5 .Mr. 
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Mr. Langhton naturally reverted from 
convents to religion, rejoicing that bis dear 
grandson had been brought up a Catholic. 
Now, what this in many respects worthy 
bigot deemed the true faith, had greatly 
fallen in the estimation *of his newly-dis- 
covered grandson, who had nevertheless, 
in consequence of the Earl's prudent re- 
presentations during their journey, agreed 
to profess the Catholic faith, at least while 
his grandfather lived ; since it would render 
the old man's latter years completely miser- 
able, were he to entertain any doubts re- 
specting his successor's salvation ; he might, 
besides, be tempted to leave great part of 
his personals to religious purposes, per- 
haps for masses to be said for his con- 
version; at all events, policy as well as 
duty, ought to induce him, like Henry the 
Fourth of France, to conform to his grand- 
father's creed. 

Algernon agreed that his uncle was in 
the right, though he could not help ob- 
serving, that he had always thought Sully 

' more 
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more to be admired for never having 
changed his religion, than Henry ought 
to be for having embraced the Catholic 
faith. 

" He did it to reconcile his subjects, and 
to put an end to the effusion of blood 
which was likely to be spilt in the civil 
wars; and James the Second of England, 
you know, was, like Mr.Langhton, so con- 
vinced that he should risk his salvation, by 
abjuring his errors, that he abdicated his 
crown, rather than comply with the wishes 
of his sutyects." 

v " Agreed, Sir; but no one thought him 
so great a man as Henry the Fourth of 
France; and his religion was like Father 
Benedetto's — it did not prohibit murder." 
. The Earl had therefore been both amused 
and edified by bis nephew's reasoning re- 
specting religion, and was sincerely rer 
jaiced to hear him coincide in point of. 
sentiment with Mr. Langhton, though he 
spoke his opinion very freely respecting 
religion ; and observed, that no one could 
* 6 doubt 
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doubt the pnrity of his brother's principles, 
or the excellence of that creed which had 
taught him to risk his own life in defence 
of another's, and to succour the innocent 
and oppressed, merely through a motive of 
benevolence, since he could be actuated 
by no other, when he assisted him to escape 
from thence, as he must suppose him a 
natural son, if not a relation, of the Father's, 
whom he had no intention df exposing or 
bringing to shame, had he been perfectly 
candid in the first instance. 

Mr. Langhtbn readily agreed* that such 
Protestants as Lord Endermay, must be 
considered as exceptions to the general 
jule. 

Fearful the Earl might feel offended, 
Lady William turned the conversation up- 
on the prisoners, who were still in con- 
finement, 6he tbld the Earl and her son, 
?nd probably very anxious to learn their 
doom. 

99 I should suppose so," replied the for- 
mer; " and I thiak, with Mr. Langhton, 

* the 
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the sooner they leave the kingdom the 
better. To-morrow we shall doubtless hear 
from my elder nephew, who was of that 
opinion, I. understand,; and if be cannot 
immediately join us here, I will return to 
town, as between us we shalPcertainly be 
able to procure the necessary passports for 
their going where they chuse : so long ai 
they do but leave England, no matter 
whither they bend their steps/' 

"It cannot concern us,-' rejoined Lady 
William. — " Shall you have any objec- 
tion to see the wretched beings, my dear 
son?" 

" Surely not, Ma'am. Indeed I was once 
extremely fond of the Prior, and, till he 
betrayed me into the hands of the Father, 
I think his conduct towards me was both 
liberal and praiseworthy; and he might 
hope I should , be no less well treated by 
my reputed parent. At all events, as his 
bringing me to England certainly paved 
the way to my being thus kindly acknow- 
5 led^ed 
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ledged by you and my grandfather, I sin* 
ccrely forgive him, and feel sorry that he 
will continue a dependant upon a much 
greater rogue, Father Benedetto^ since, if 
there was the shadow of an excuse for hisp 
promoting his sons interest, at my ex- 
pence, what can be urged in defence of 
his last base plot ? To me, he appeaff 
no less criminal than I should be, were I 
to plan my beloved brother's death. Hi* 
accomplices were completely in his power, 
and he could silence their scruples by 
the all-powerful influence of gold ; there* 
fore, they are innocent when compared to 
him/' 

" Your arguments are very conclusive, 
my dear boy," said Mr. Langhton ; " still, 
I hope I forgive the Father's last base 
attempt, as I am much less inclined td r 
pardon his Reception respecting you and 
bis son. However, as they have bee» 
promised a conditional pardon, the soon* 
er they leave England the better, since 

no * 
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no one can or ever will venture to cU«r 
-pute your legitimacy, my dear Alger^ 
non." 

"That is impossible/ my good Sir," re- 
joined the Earl; rf therefore, the sooner 
you are rid of the wretches the better* 
though I am fearful they must remain your 
inmates, till proper passports can be pro- 
cured for them ; and we must point out to 
them the risk they will run, should they 
ever again shew their faces in England. 
Let us therefore hear whither they intend 
to go, as it is agreed to allow them freedom, 
of choice." 

Ashton was therefore sent in quest of 
the three prisoners, who soon followed him 
into the parlour. The Prior entered first; 
. and though not prepared to see his former 
pupil, he instantly recognised him, and; 
running towards him, fell upon his knees, 
imploring his forgiveness. Algernon, who 
had for years loved him as a father, sprang 
forward, and, having raised him* mingled 
hi* tears with those of the real penitent he 

embraced, 
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embraced, and whose forgiveness, as far as 
his crimes concerned himself, he most sin- 
cerely pronounced. 

" I am undeserving of your lenity, my 
dear young friend/' replied the wretche4 
man ; " nor will I exculpate myself, at the 
expence of perhaps a greater criminal,** 
glancing his eyes towards the Father, 
" though he certainly grossly deceived me 
respecting your birth/* 
v « That has been proved beyond a doubt," 
rejoined the Earl ; " and we are all inclined 
to believe, much as you have erred, that 
you are the least culpable of the three; 
We wish you, however, once more to de- 
clare that this is the youth whom you 
brought with you from Milan, and who 
was sent over to you, when an infant, by 
the Padre Benedetto?" 

The Prior did so, with the most solemn 
asseverations, merely requesting to be al- 
lowed to retire to Spain or Portugal, where, 
in some convent, of a stricter order than 
his own, he might expiate, by a life of self- 
denial, 
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denial, mortification, and sincere repent- 
ance, his manifold sins. 

" Your Wishes shall be complied with, 
Moidtai," was the reply, 99 for they are 
those of a true penitent.— Now, Father 
Benedetto/ please also to atknowledge, that 
that youth is my fate brother's son ?" 

He did to, with many entreaties for 
mercy, requesting that he might be al- 
lowed to embark for America, since, in his 
opinion, it was, after England, the only fit 
country to live in. 

"You have,' of course, no wish to ex- 
piate your sins by a life of seclusion. 
However, your wishes shall be complied 
with ; only remember, should you ever dare 
to return to England, you shall be tried 
.for your life." 

The old toretch promised never again to 
encroach upon their goodness; inquiring, 
in a very humble tone, what would be the 
fate of his unfortunate son? 

" He is not to suffer for your guilt, much 
^ashe has erred — Let that suffice. If youchuse 

to 
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to appropriate any of your savings to his 
use, well and good ; they shall be faith- 
fully transmitted to htm ; and let me ad- 
vise you to share the rest between the Prior 
and Francisco." 

The Prior requested to be excused re- 
ceiving any of his money ; he should trust 
to the gentlemen's generosity for being sent, 
free of expence, to Cadiz, where he had a 
.relation, who would doubtless procure him 
admission into a convent of Carmelites, 
among, whom he was resolved to end his 
days. 

u I rqjoice to see such proofs of your 
sincere repentance/' cried Mr. Langhtofi. 
" I will undertake henceforth to provide 
.'for all your wants ; nor shall you again be 
confined wMi two villains upon principle, 
I am of opinion. However, to America 
they shall go ; and may their ill-gotteft 
riches afford them a maintenance! I will 
not deprive them of them, for fear absolute 
want should render them still more depraved 
than they are already." 
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" You arc very considerate, Sir" replied 
the Earl. rf However, they may retire. 
When I have obtained their passports, they 
shall be sent off to Liverpool, with a proper 
escort ; and there they may embark for the 
place of their destination." 

" And previous to your departure/' 
added Mr. Langhton, looking at the Father, 
" your keys shall be returned to you, but 
not before. See them to the v^ulta, Ash ton, 
and then return for the Prior, whom you 
may accommodate with Mr. Belthorpe's 
apartment, where perhaps the Abbe will 
be so obliging as to visit him, and pray with 
him." 

Even while he was speaking, the Padre 
and Francisco slunk out pf the room. The 
agitated Prior again advanced towards his 
pupil, and would have expressed his grati- 
tude for the favour he met with, if utter- 
ance had not been denied him. He could 
therefore only press Algernon's hands to 
Jus lips ; and, having bowed with due re- 
verence to all present, lie retired with 

Ashton, 
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Ashton, who bad delivered over his other 
prisoners to the coachman, and who took 
care that he should have everything 1 com- 
fortable in his new apartment, out of com- 
pliment to his young matter, who he saw 
had a regard for the poor wrefeh. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Langhton was lamenting 
the depravity of human nature, and won- 
dering what Belthprpe and his pupil would 
do and say, when apprised of the recent 
wonderful occurrences* 

" The one will repent of his tins, I hope/' 
said the Earl ; " and the other will find no 
great difficulty in conforming to his cir- 
cumstances, I should suppose. But when 
we hear from Endermay, which I dare say 
we shall do to-morrow, we shall probably 
learn some tidings of them ; and we may 
then send Jane Killarney in search of her 
^ daughter. My nephew's letter will enable 
us to decide how to proceed ;* and till it 
arrives, or he retufos, I shall remain your 
inmate, Sir." 

Mr, Langhton declared nothing could be 

more 
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more agreeable to him ; and the day passed 
off very well. 

Algernon entered into various details 
respecting his past life, and readily accom- 
panied his. grandfather to vespers in the 
evening, that he might return his thanks, 
where they were most due, for having been 
thus fully reinstated in his rights. But very 
transitory was his joy, as Rosalie's letter, 
which she had written to Lady William, 
when informed of our ^hero's danger, 
one of the same date from Dr. Campbell 
to the Earl, which arrived the next day but 
one, rendered him completely miserable. 
Indeed, it would be difficult to say which 
of the party, the Abbe excepted, felt the 
most upon this melancholy occasion, 9s 
both Algernon and Mr.Langhton accused 
themselves of being the primary cause of 1 
the Marquis's sufferings. 

The latter, of course, did not object to 
his grandson's earnest wish, to return to 
town with his uncle, as he was half frantic 
when he suffered himself to dread that his 

brother 
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brother might fall a victim to the Father's 
perfidy. Mr.' Langhton merely, hoped nei- 
ther him nor the Earl would endanger their 
own health by rapid travelling, though he 
agreed their impatience was very natural. 
And in the course of two hours after the 
news of our hero's dangerous situation had 
reached the Priory, the uncle and almost 
despairing nephew were upon the road to 
town; having promised to dispatch an ex- 
press to Lady William, the' moment they 
could give her any certain intelligence re- 
specting our hero. ; 



CHAP. 
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CHAP., XI. 

Little or no alteration had taken place in 
the situation of our hero since the letters 
had been dispatched to the Priory, and his 
. physicians still considered him in great dan- 
ger when the Earl and Algernon arrived in 
town. 

To the great disappointment of the lat- 
ter, they drove first into Portland-place, 
where they merely found Lord Dun luce, 
who certainly was extremely sorry for his 
cousin, and was not sparing of his execra- 
tions when talking of Father Benedetto, 
and congratulating the real Algernon up- 
on being restored to his rank in society ; 

but 
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btitthe feeling youth could hardly listen 
whh common politeness to him, as he felt 
nothing like joy respecting the recent 
Events, when informed that the Marquis 
was still in great danger, and appeared so 
impatient to see him, that the Earl pro- 
ceeded with him almost immediately into 
Arirngton-fetreetj where they were received 
by the Countess, who was grieved to inform 
them, that as yet no favourable symptoms 
htad appeared to induce the physiciams to 
give them any hopes, though the .Marquis 
had had a few lucid intervals, during which 
Zara and Rosalie had never left him, and 
she really believed that they had neither 
of them enjoyed an hour's rest since his 
illness; declaring, that it was with the ut- 
most difficulty she could induce them to 
take sufficient nourishment to support na- 
ture. 

By way, however, of breaking in upon 
their sorrow, the Countess went to. them 
ajnd told them who was arrived. 

Zara 
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Zara begged to be excused seeing even 
^ so near a relation, till her mind was more 
at ease ; but Rosalie, who had formed the 
highest opinion of this unknown brother, 
went down to bid Jiim welcome, though, 
like him, she could not rejoice at their 
meeting, "while the Marquis, to whom they 
were indebted for it, continued in danger. 
Still she felt immediately interested for the 
real Algernon, whose wonderful Jikeness 
to their father she could not sufficiently 
admire, as it had certainly paved the way to 
all the subsequent events. Nor was he less 
7 struck with the elegant naive Rosalie, who, 
having inquired for her mother and grand- 
father, reverted, with streaming eyes, to 
their, brother's situation, whom she still 
hoped would recover, as his nurse always 
cheered the Marchioness and her with 
more favourable prognostics than the me- 
dical men ever held forth ; and adding, 
4t Your representative, as we call the sup-, 
posed Algernon, has been here every day 
vol. iv. o ts 
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as foe does not yet know that be is not 
ai> Albany ; and I should reafly feel much ^ 
mjarfe pity for him, if he had. evinced ra- 
ther more regard for our beloved Malcolm; 
but he has taken it into his bead, very 
erroneously; that he would have^been bis 
beir had he died ; and he has, in conse- 
quence, displayed the depravity of his 
disposition to several of the servants, wbo, 
tbpugh^ they as yet suppose him. their 
Lord's hi other, have been half inclined, 
I, understand, to shut the door in his face; 
As for me, I have not seen him, nor has 
the Countess. For his own sake, I wish 
be had acted the hypocrite, though it 
lessens the regret I did feel at' his having 
been brought up with such great expec- 
tations/' 

" If the acquisition of a dukedom, and 
the first estate in Europe, could have con- 
soled him for the loss of such a brother* 
be is indeed, unworthy of such a relative,*' 
replied Algernon, who, in compliance with 

his 



hfs earnest entreaty, was permitfedrto fate 
his -station by his, brother's bedside in thd 
evening. 

The Marquis was not sensible of his 
attention, aor aware of his heartfelt grief; 
feu* before? morning the fyopes of all tho&6 
immediately about hmt were^ very mirth 
fevivfcd, afc, even contrary tor his nurse's 
expectations, foe fell into a profound sleep, 
from which he awoke at the expiration of 
five houfs, very rriuth refreshed, arid per- 
fectly sensible. 

Dr. R — x who hadi as usual, cillfed 

at a very early holtf, was waiting theeVent 
in his dressing-rootlf, having alrtfatfy cheered 
the ladies' spirits, by assuring them that -h* 
Had now great hopes of his patient's* re- 
covery. 

Upon looking round him,- the" first pei^ 
son our hero caught sight of wa& Kis bro- 
ther, to whom he instkritly extended his 
hand, saying, rt My deaf Juliano, how are 
you?" * 

2 The 
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The gratified youth would have replied, 
but a flood of tears effectually checked his 
utterance. 

" Come, come, do not distress yourself, 
man ; I shali be very well in a few days. 
Have not you been at the Priory ? My head 
is strangely confused." 

Dr. R— • now interfered, requesting 

the invalid would endeavour to compose 
himself — he must not talk at present. 
. " Well, only suffer jne, Doctor, to see 
toy two guardian angels, who have so often 
hovered over me, when I have been un- 
able to address them, and I will not speak 
another word, after I have told them 1 am 
better." 

" Mr. Albany shall tell them so, my Lord, 
and that, if you will be ruled, I will be 
answerable for your recovery ; but I must 
enforce quiet and silence." 

" I will neither move nor speak, without 
your leave, Doctor, if you will but suffer me 
to see those dear girls. I know they will not 

credit 
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fredit any report you may send them ; they 
must have ocular demonstration that I am 
better, before they ran believe it.*' 

The Doctor did not chuse to oppose 
his wishes^ promising to go in search of 
the ladies, as soon as he had taken a 
draught Mrs. Nurse now presented him, 
declaring she had always told the sweet 
young ladies his Lordship would do well. 

We shall not attempt to describe the 
meeting between the new-married couple, 
who were for a few minutes suffered to 
remain ttte-d-tite. Suffice it to say; that 
Zara had almost forgot the recent loss she 
had sustained, while in dread for her be- 
loved Malcolm's life; and when assured 
that there were great hopes of his. re- 
covery, her joy effectually precluded her 
. from reverting to the melancholy past. 

Algernon and Rosalie were next ad- 
mitted, and then the scarcely less anxious 
Earl and Countess. 

Dr. Campbell and Donald had merely 
left the room upon the entrance of Lady 
o3 Endermay; 
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Endermay ; but as 4he Doctor strictly en- 
forced silenoc and repose, ihe Marquis was 
soon left to the cire of the m*ree and his 
&iWtil DoBald, whHe the now happy' fa- 
mily congratulated themselves tad each 
otfctjh wpam 1 bia visible amendment, «*d 
upon the ©ucjorfe - assurances, that except 
he had a relapse, Whidh it should be iiis 
care to guard agamst, he would pronounce 
fcfoidbsetately out of daagpr, thmtgh his 
^OTivaleaoencc **ovAA probably be* Mtter 
*eAiou$, they had been Obliged to bring 
hi*i TO low, ta afeate tht violence <©f his 
fever. The time of year was, however, 
•II m his Lordship's favour; and as he must 
fee Mowed plenty of air, and was ex-, 
tneraeJy weH situated in that respect, a«d 
adder the care of an excellent nurse and 
most affectionate relatives, he hoped in a 
month to set him oftce more upon his 
fe*t. 

The other physicians, who always paid 
their first visit in Arlington-street, soon 
Arrived ; and having seen their patient, 

confirmed 
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fctttiBrtfcted fcll Dr. R— — — had said ; rfnd 
depttftftl, tejwciag fti having rendered 4 
Whole ftfrtrily tornpletfety happy. 

The Marqtiis of Derweiit, who aftvfcj* 
sent twice a-day to make inquiries, wafe not 
*ttr6ttg Ae least pfeasefd ; and Lady Winifred 
Spfcnt the day in Arlington-street, and thte 
tftfte ferdught Mite Albany with her* whom 
*he hbped would taptivate her h&ndstfttife 
Catholic cousin, For Whom she already felt 
the gftatest regard. 

l?of the first tim6 since her beloved Lbrd'fc 
illnfess, Zara now asked after Mi*. Glover, 
,&nd was not veVy thuch surprised when she 
learnt that she had left the villa in a pet, 
and had not thought fit either to send or 
call to inquire after Lord Endermay, as 
she was well assured that she had never 
felt any regard for hei% afid had been ex- 
tremely disappointed in never having been 
asked to accompany the General to the 
4ltar. 

Lady Wifiifred was only surprised at her 
want of policy; and the Countess thought 
e 4 she 
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she had acted very right in throwing off 
the mask at once, as Lady Endermay would 
have felt obliged to have afforded her some 
countenance, had she behaved more pru- 
dently. 

Algernon was, during this debate, telling 
his sister, for whom he already felt the 
greatest affection, what had passed at the 
Priory during his stay thefe, and entering 
into various details respecting his escape 
from thence ; which encreased the regard 
Rosalie had ever felt for our hero; to 
whom Dr. Campbell related, at intervals; 
. and in as few words as possible, every- 
thing that had occurred since he had been 
taken ill ; merely adding, that Lord Algernon 
meant immediately to apply for passports 
for the three prisoners, and to make the 
necessary communications to the supposed. 
Algernon and guilty Belthorpe, having al- 
ready sent/ a proper person in search of 
Mordini and Jane Killarney, as he meant 
(o send the former off in the first packet 
that sailed for Lisbon, from whence . he 
A . must 



must proceed to Cadiz, and to desire the 
other would see and endeavour to per*' 
suade her daughter to return with her to 
Ireland. 

The Marquis, who was not allowed to 
enter into conversation, signified his entire 
approbation of his uncle's intentions; and 
was no less pleased to hear he proposed 
sending Donald's brother down with the 
passports, as he would take charge of the 
two greatest culprits, accompany •them to 
Liverpool, and see them safe on board the 
first vessel which sailed for America; and 
the sooner they left England the better,, 
he thought; reflecting with infinite pleasure 
upon the sincere regard his beloved bro- 
ther had evinced for him, who spent the 
evening by his bedside, and felt trappier, 
now assured of Malcolm's being out of 
danger, than when informed he was an 
Albany, since his brother would in some 
respects have died a martyr to his regard 
fpr him. . " 

Algernon, or rather Benedict, called in, 
V o5 Arlington- 
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ArIington*street between seven and eight, 
and was even impertinently clamorous to 
be admitted to see the invalid, as it had 
struck him ihat he was probably no more* 
and that he was purposely kept in ignorance 
of his demise. 

The porter made no reply to his im- 
pudent speeches, neither caring for nor 
understanding his threats, as he knew that 
even had hi^ Lord died, his real brother 
would not have been his heir, much less 
the person who was addressing hwn, whose 
history he had learned from Donald since 
Mr. Albany's arrival. 

In consequence, however, of the Earl's 
orders, the young gentleman was shewn 
into the library, where he was soon joined 
by that nobleman and Dr. Campbell; to 
whom, before he made any inquiries re- 
specting the invalid, he began to complain 
of the behaviour of the porter and other 
servants, who- had always reftised him ad* 
mittance even into the hall, as if they had 
tfckeh him for a thief. 

* * "Quiet 
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" Quiet had been so strictly enforced by 
my nephew's physicians, that I cannot blame 
his sel-vants for having refused to admit 
. you within the door, since, itrmy opinion, 
you were more actuated by curiosity than 
feeling in your inquiries. As I have much 
to say to yoti, I ordered you to be let 
in; and as I do not wish to keep you 
in suspense, let me first ask you whether 
you ate really married to Pauline de La 
Tour?" 

" What, has my brother told you I am ?" 
inquired the startled youth. — " If he has, 
he is a mean fellow, for he promised to 
keep the secret. But I suppose he wished 
to lower me in grandfather's esteem, as 
Rosalre is his favourite. She won't," how- 
ever, come in for the estate, with all Ins 
mischief-making; and I can rai$e money 
for tny present Wants, if he has prdjiifliced* 
titer old man against me, though I dtere say 
th#Fatfter will stand my friend." • 

rr You are wanderrng verjr strangply 
fteth the Verjr simple question I asted 
* ' . 06 you. 
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you, young man/' resumed the Earl, in a 
haughty tone ; " but as I presume, from 
what you have said, that you are . married 
to the unfortunate girl, and with the con- 
nivance of Mr. Belthorpe, I am sorry to 
inform you that you have formed not only 
an imprudent but a criminal connexion, as 
Pauline and yourself are the children of 
the same mother." 

The youth looked aghast ; but soon re- 
covering his wonted assurance, he cried, 
" What, has my mother acknowledged 
herself a wanton, or has she been twice 
married ? However, 1 was not to blame 
for marrying my sister ; as I was kept in 
ignorance of the relationship, the sin must 
fall upon my mother — no one can blame, 
at" 

" You are innocent, when compared to 
your wretched father and mother/' replied 
the Earl, who now entered into all those 
details whicti the reader is already ac- 
quainted with, jmd which effectually crush- 
ed ihe aspiring hopes of the person he was 

addressing, 
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addressing, who called down vengeance up- 
on the head of his guilty parents, declaring, 
thatjt was very hard he should suffer for 
their sins. 

" Jt is not intended you should, as the 
real Algernon Albany and his sister mean 
to present you with five hundred pounds 
a-piece." 

This was a fact, as Rosalie had resolved 
to appropriate that sum to him out of her 
recent legacy ; and Algernon, who had been, 
amply supplied with cash both by his grand- 
father and mother, had given a similar sum 
for his use to his uncle; who thus pro-, 
ceeded: 

" In addition to which, Mr. Langhton 
means to allow you four bunded a-year. 
For your own sake, I hope you will make 
a proper use of his bounty, to which, is of 
course annexed . the couditiop, tfiqt you, 
never again see Pauline Killarney." 

jSenedict swore he never would, and made 
fifty other promises in a breath. 

" Your future actions^ will convincp us 

\ * 'of 



of your sincerity ; and as w* do not wish 
to throw you in the way of temptation, 
you may, if yon like it/ take possession, 
for the present, of the lodgings my mucin 
wronged nephew has so lately vacated.- 
Dr. Campbell will be so obliging as to 
wait upon Mr. Belthorpe, to demand your 
clothes, &c; and we will settle respecting * 
the annuity in the couWe of a short time. 
Meanwhile, here is the first quarter m 
advance, to provide for your present 
wants; and the thousand pounds I men- 
tioned td you shall be paid into ytftit hfends, 
as soon as Pauline, to whom you may write, 
telling her you cannot see her for' A few* 
days, and her mother have left town. I 
shall not insist upon your dropping all 
connexion with Mr.Beltfiorpe; but afcybt* 
itow know how he has led you on, to "Be- 
gtrifty of a dreadful crime, m hh anxiety 
to make his daughter's fortnrte, I feate it 
to you w farm yout own detefmhttrfton. 
If you desire if, htt shatt be kept itf 
itctofoceaf yottt abtrtlfe; bdt if yott'dd not 

mean 
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mean entirely to break with him, it will be 
useless/' . , 

Benedict promised to be entirely guided 
by his Lordghip's advice,^ well convinced 
that it would be most to his interesf ; ami 
soon departed with Dr. Campbell, who, 
having left him in Wells-street, proceeded 
to his former lodgings, whei;e he fpufld 
Mr:Belthorpe rather anxiously . expecting 
the return of his son-in-law. 

Not feeling inclined to skew the guilty 
being any mercy, he immediately entered' 
upon the purport of his errand, presenting 
the trembling wretch with Jane Killamey's 
confession, and telling him that he* ought 1 
to feel himself extremely indebted to the 
Latighton and Albany families, for suffering 
Mm to remain at large, srnoe few having 
bribed some one to make away with Father 
Benedetto was' so clearly proved-, that they 
might have had him taken up for* that 
criminal attempt;. He was,' h&wever, at 
liberty fe retfre wherever he efeote. Hftl • 
dwghtfcr wc*N be pfovkted t*t> ** wett a** 

her 
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her mother, admitting she had no further 
intercourse with him. If she ever had, Mr. 
Langhfon's bounty would be withdrawn ; 
desiring him to deliver up all his late 
pupil's effects to the person he should 
send for them, and to pay their lodgings 
up to the present time ; his salary had, he 
understood, been paid up to Lady-Day ; 
therefore, he would still have cash in hand 
to answer every emergency ; and to enable 
him to seek a private retreat, recommend- 
ed to him to follow Mordini's example. 

He would reflect upon his advice, he 
told the Doctor, promising to conform in 
every respect to his wishes, and never 
again to see or write to Jane or his 
daughter; like Benedict, endeavouring to 
shift the blame off his own shoulders upon 
those of the equally guilty Jane, as he 
should never have thought of promoting 
incest. 

The Doctor did not suppose he would; 
and soon departed, having told Donald's 
fafotber to call the next morning for his 

- ; * .lodger's 
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lodger's effects, who was to give him a note 
to his late tutor. > 
. Our hero had a good night, and was in 
consequence, after seeing his wife and' 
sister; informed of what had been done the 
preceding evening by Dr. Campbell; as 
the Earl was gone to the alien office, to 
procure the passports for the Father and 
Francisco, having had no difficulty in ob- 
taining one for Mordini, who was expect- 
ed in town that evening with Jane Killar* 
ney. 

Our hero was diverted- at the idea of 
Benedict's having expected to be his heir; 
but as a proof that he forgave his having 
doubtless wished for his death,* he declared 
his intention of doubling his brother and 
sister's donation to him, as he thought htm 
entitled to, if not absolutely deserving of f 
his pity. 

Donald's brother called at an early hour in 
Fludyer-street, where he found his lodger's 
trunks ready packed, and received a bill 
for the two gentlemen's board and lodging- 

far 
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Ibr the last month, BeWhorpe, who had 
departed at four in the morning For the 
Priory, the people of the hon&e strpposed, 
hairing told then* Mr. Albany would settle 
with them. Alfck did not chose to do so ; 
therefore came into A4*ivgtotiHstreet for 
fertber meters, . 

The Countess; who was with Zara ani 
Sesaiie, was Mghfy ttimised, telling Algei> 
am; who had been sent for out of the 
ttdtaooat, thfrt Bfelthdrpe was a complete 
rascal, and had finished in style. He, how- 
ever, took upon himself to pty whfet Was 
required, sending his friend AKck back with 
the money; who having takeft a coich, 
toon returned into Wells-street with hi* 
new lodger's baggage, who found, to his 
cost,, that BeitWpe had Made free with 
jhe few valuables he possessed, which 
so enraged him, that, had it been at bis 
option, he would have shfewn him no 
mercy. 

the Earl, meanwhile, having procured thfc 
required passports, sent Alick off that very 
* - evening 



evening in the mail to Manchester, well 
aware how impatient Mr* Langbton was- to 
be rid of "his vile inmates. 

Dr. CajnpbeH had taken upon him to 
write the old gentleman a full detail of all 
4he recent occurrences ; and Algernon and 
Rosalie also seized the opportunity to ad- 
<dress both him and her mother; the latter 
informing them what the General had Left 
her, and bow she had already disposed of a 
part of his handsome legacy; requesting 
her mother would send up a ring of her 
own and one of her grandfather's, as they 
were both to have one in memory of the 
"Nabob ; whose funeral took place on the 
tenth day after his demise, or rather whose 
remains left the villa in a hearse and six, 
decorated with plumes, scutcheons, &c. 
and all the paraphernalia pride or luxury 
can invent, followed by three coaches and 
*six, his own carriage bringing up the rear, 
for his seat in Scotland. 

As on the same day our hero was allowed, 
for the first time, to leave his bed for an 

hour, 
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hour, the lovely Zara/ who had not been 
informed when the mournful procession 
was to set out, could only rejoice that he 
had been spared to her ardent prayers; 
indeed, no one could absolutely grieve for 
the General's demise ; and as he had seen 
his daughter married fo the man upon whom 
he had long intended to bestow her and 
his fortune, every member of the Albany 
family thought he had lived long- enough, 
as they had feared he would have been a 
great restraint upon the young couple, who 
were now freed for ever from his caprices 
and unreas6nable demands. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Our hero continued to mend very rapidly, 
even faster than his medical attendants had 
hoped, From the time theXJeneraPs funeral 

procession left London. Dr. R therefore 

told him they should soon send him into the 
country. Fearing, however, that Umfreville 
Lodge might renew his Zara's sorrow for 
her rigid father, he had resolved to dispose 
of it; but previously took an opportunity 
of asking her, as she seldom left the side 
of his sofa, and exerted all her talents to 
amuse and entertain him, in conjunction 
with Algernon and Rosalie, " Whether she 

had 
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had any particular predilection for this said 
villa?" 

' " None in the world/' she assured him, 
<€ since it would always remind her of a 
very melancholy event, and of his recent 
illness." 

" Then we will dispose of it, my dear 
girl/' was the reply, " and purchase ano- 
ther, where we will go as soon as the Doctor 
will give me leave -having one in his eye, 
which was situated at Richmond, and was 
tipon a larger scale than Umfrevllle Lodge; 
nor had any pains been spared upon the 
fitting up and interior decoration. The 
grounds had been laid out by the most 
celebrated landscape-gardener in England ; 
and he knew it was ready for their imme- 
diate reception, his attorney having men- 
tioned it to him a few days before he left 
town, regretting it had not been on sale 
when the General purchased his. 

Dr. Campbell was therefore requested to 
transmit the Marquis's orders upon this occa- 
sion to Mr. Barnes, who was to lbok out for 4 

purchaser 



1XXCHTON PRIORY. 311 

purchaser for Umfreviile Lodge. He soon 
executed His first commission, and proper 
servants were sent down to take possession- 
of this, newly-acquired mansion, of which' 
both the Earl; and Countess, who had been 
to see it, spoke in the highest terms. 

While, however, this business was going 
forward, Mordintand Jane Killarney, hav- 
ing areived in town, had, each having done 
their business in London, proceeded the 
one to Lisborr, amply supplied with cash, 
the other to Ireland,. with the truly penitent 
Pauline, upon whom Mr. Langhton had 
settled fifty pounds a-year. Our hero had 
settled an equal sum upon her more guilty 
mother, which he meant to continue to the 
daughter, if her conduct* met his appro* 
hation. 

Alick had also safely reached the Priory, , 
when, having delivered the letters he 
brought, he proceeded the next day to 
Liverpool, where he engaged a passage in 
an American vessel for the Father and 
Francisco; and as the captain proposed 

sailing 
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sailing in three days, he hastened back in quest 
of his prisoners, who, at a very early hour, 
and by the private door; left the Priory, 
without even expressing £ wish to see Mr. 
Langhton, or making any inquiries respect- 
ing Benedict, Pauline, orBeltbtfrpe, and car- 
rying with them all the Father's ill-acquired 
hoards. To Alick's great joy, the vessel was 
upon the point of sailing when they reached 
Liverpool ; therefore, having seen them on 
board, and under way, he returned once 
more to the ancient pile, to give in his re- 
pott ; and having been very handsomely re-, 
warded for his trouble, he soon set out for 
London, bringing letters to Algernon and 
Rosalie, the Earl and Marquis; Mr.Langhton 
giving the two former leave to remain with 
their elder brother till he brought them 
home, which they requested he and Lady 
End^rmay would do ; Lady William hinting 
in her's, that the oriel chamber, and several 
other -apartments, were new furnishing, 
under her inspection ; and also informing 
her children, that the tutelary Catholic 

Bishop, 
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Bishop, residing at , had recom- 
mended, according to his account, a very 
pleasant amiable Englishman, as their do- 
mestic chaplain, whom they expected at 
the Priory in the course of the ensuing 
week ,\ till when the Abbe des Vighis was 
to continue their inmate; concluding with 
a very polite well-worded, message to the 
young Marchioness, expressive of her im- 
patience to see her ; nor had she omitted 
to address Lady Winifred, who having heard 
from our hero, as soon as he was competent 
to talk upon business, how he had pro- 
ceeded at High wood, and all Gordon had 
said, suffered herself to be persuaded to 
remain in town tilT the Marquis and his 
bride removed to Richmond; nay, even 
agreed to spend a few days there prior to 
her departure. 

Lord Dunluce, who continued, unknown 
to his family, to bow at the shrine of 
Charlotte Melbourne, whon\ he frequently 
met in pubfic, would fain have introduced 
Algernon Albany to some of his gay com- 

vol. xv. p panions/ 



314„ 1ANUHTON TOipRY. 

pan ions, npt daring to endeavour to reforth , 
his dress, or to treat him with the same degree 
of' familiarity he had done his predecessor. 
Al£er,non politely* but positively declined 
his offers, devoting his whole time to his 
brother and newly-acquired sisters. He had 
been, of course, introduced to his paternal 
grandfather, who declared himself as proud 
of him as he had been ashamed of the im- 
postor; regretting, to Lord Algernon, his 
b^ing a Cathqlic, as. he was convinced he 
would have made a figure in Parliament. 
He was still confined with the gout, though 
it was suspected he rather exaggerated his 
complaints, since they afforded him an ex- 
cuse for remaining at home, and for con- 
fining his young wife, who never ventured 
to^ leave him, except to pay her respects in 
Arlington-street, or to take a short morning 
and evening walk, for the benefit of her 
health. It might therefore have been pre- 4 
suraed she would have cfrosen the Park for 
hep stroll; but she preferred walking in St. 
James's-street or Pall Mall. She was, of 

course, 
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course, always attended by a footman ; but 
as her suspicious husband 1 conceived that • 
he might easily be bribed to say and do 
just as his Lady pleased, his confidential 
valet, by his desire, engaged a trusty female 
spy, unknown to the Rffcrchibness, who was 
always at her Heels when she went out. 
Twice had this worthy personage watched 
her Ladyship into a lace and milliner's shop, 
in Ooventry-street, and she had each time 
gone up stairs to make her* purchases, the 
footman always remaining irt the street: 
Now, though his Lady derfainly had lately 
laid out a large sum W diillihery, and had 
tdld him she de&Hra* the above-merltioned 
shop,- to oblige her mother, the old Marquis 
took the alarm, and his measures in con- 
sequence, which his valet executed very 
dexterously. Having easily discovered that 
the milliner let her fro at room two pair of 
stairs to a banker's clerk, the very one, in 
short, who Had beeh' so laughed at for 
having let Lord'Dertfettt run away witlt his 
mistress, and of whom he had certainly 
p 2 taken 
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taken ample revenge, since, though the 
milliner had been very highly bribed by 
the one party to facilitate their interviews, 
the lady* of course finding the money, she 
could not withstand the weightier bribe of 
the valet, who thus obtained ocular proof 
of his Lady's infidelity to her Lord. We 
need not add, that the Marquis did not 
v^ry, patiently bear this breach of her 
marridge-vows. She was immediately sent 
home to her mother, whose Annuity ra- 
ther consoled her for her daughter's dis- 
grace, as an action in the King's Bench was 
immediately commenced against the se- 
ducer, preparatory to an application for a 
divorce. 

No one was more diverted than Lord 
Dunluce, by this conclusion of his grand- 
father's matrimonial venture- From Char- 
lotte Melbourne, in whose father's house 
the luckless lover was clerk, he learnt that 
the poor d-y-1 had absconded ; and from the 
talkative landlady, who lived near his dis- 
graced grandmother's mama, he learnt that 
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she bitterly deplored having listened to her 
quondam admirer, as her mother and sister 
amply repaid all her pafet slights/ and all 
her former ^acquaintance rejoiced at her 
downfall, a* she had never noticed any 
of them during her short reign of great- 
ness. 

^ Lady Winifred, it may be supposed, in- 
veighed more than ever against her brother, 
whom she averred had driven the wretched 
woman to act wrong, as his absurd con- 
descension had first turned her brain, and 
finally led to the disgraceful catastrophe; 
declaring her resolution of returning im- 
mediately into the country, as she could 
not help fancying she participated in Lord 

: Derwent's disgrace and mortification ; and 
Lord Dunhice highly offended her, by his 
ridiculous temarks upon the amorous tur- 
tles. Lady Endermay, however, succeeded 
in persuading her to remain in town at 
least till the now convalescent Marquis 
went to their villa ; and she was grown so 
partial to the lovely Zara, she would not, 
p3 — — — 
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she declared, put a negative upon apy re* 
quest of her's. 

Umfreville Lodge had been almost im- 
mediately disposed of to a very rich mer- 
chant, who purchased it as it stood, aqd 
took all the furniture, and everything the 

. Marquis chose to dispose of, at a fair valu- 
ation ; and, to our hero's no smaH surprise, 
vtfien he accompanied his solicitor into 
Arlington-street, to sign and seal, and com- 
plete his purchase, he recognised him fyr 
the young man, the Mr. Mendez, whom he 
bad seen at the play with Mrs. Sal vadoTe 

_and her daughters, and understood, from 
his lawyer, that he was going to be married, 
and had lately abandoned the Synagogue. 
He mentioned who was the purchaser of 

. the Lodge to Zara and Rosalie, after Mbndtz 
and the solicitor were gone, who both re- 
joiced that his having been of the party "to 

-the play had never. been mentioned to Lady 
Winifred, who would doubtless have formed 

.the same suspicions they had done, which 
were evi4enriy very erroneous. 

. i As 
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Astfhe Marquis now ipbjc dally airings, 
r afrd his$taeiri£th ripidly encreased; *it was 
resolved that they should leave towii lot 
Richmond the ensuing Monday, as Lady 
Whnfned, Whb, /With Miss Albany, were to 
&<rcbfhpany the'ih clowti, made no' objection 

ihe Marquis of Derweiit had left town 
iat frerWent Priory, in defiance of the 
gout, to get out of the way of all his gay 
friends, who, like his grandsons, were mbre 
tempted to laugh at than to condole 'with 
him ;. and certainly the Earl was not sorry 
that the Derwent estate was thus relieved 
from the payment of the large jointure he 
had assigned bis wanton bride. 

On the Saturday previous to her intended 
journey to Richmond, - Lady Winifred re-* 
ceived a very polite note from Mrs. Salva- 
dore, to request that Miss Albany might 
be permitted to spend a couple of days 
with her family the ensuing week, as her 
eldest daughter was to be married oh Mon- 
day, and wished very much that her sisters 
p 4 might 
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might attend ,her as bride-maids, promising 
* to^all for Miss Albany on . the Sunday 
evening, if her Ladyship had no objection 
^ to her joining, the wedding-jparty. 
^ How, her ladyship had a jvery great ob- 
jection ; but as Hannah Albany got all her 
cousins to plead in her behalf, ?nd,even 
Lord Algernon thought her Ladyship could 
f nol refuse so very natural a request, the 

dill jo ; t 

spinster very reluctantly suffered her to 

v Qui til .t ; _> /', .'« . i 

v go into St, Mary Axe on the Sunday even- 

^''^dri^he ^loncjay she went down to Rich- 
\ • ■. t:i.i ; • ••' : • . ^ • . ' 
; mond with Algernon and Rosalie, the Mar- 
quis and his Zara having taken the lead 
of them, as they wished to look about ihem 
before 'their guests arrived. They had, 
therefore, contrary to their first intention, 
gone dawn on the Saturday evening; and 
both were delighted with their abode. 
Having devoted the Sunday to repose, our 
hero was in, excellent spirits,, and he de- 
clared quite well, when Lady Winifred and 
his brother and sister arrived, maintaining 

that 
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that change of air and scene had perfected 
his cure. : 

! Hfer Ladyship hoped it soon would, but 
could not think him quite stout yet ; and, r 
-like Algernon and Rosalie, she was in rap- 
tures with the villa, and resolved not to 
return any more to London, 

Most of the General's suite had been 
discharged. Some of the Indian servants 
had expressed a wish to return to India ; 
but two females, who had- always been in 
Zara's suite, would not hear of leaving 
her. 

i Mrs. Glover had been plaid Her legacy by 
the Marquis's solid tor; and that they might 
harve no farther trouble with her, nor any 
future t- intercourse, his Lordship desired 
him to purchase an annuity of two hundred 
a-year; whereas, had she behaved with even 
common decency, upon the General's de- 
mise, the bequest he had made her would 
oertaii^y -have been doubled. 
: At sixt o'clock, according to promise, the 
Earl and Countess of Algernon and Lord 
p 5 Dunluce: 
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Dunluce arrived ; the latter of whom had 
met Benedict Killarney in the morning, 
who, having received the twb thousand 
pounds which the Marquis, Algernon, and 
Rosalie, had given him, and a deed secur- 
ing him four hundred a-year upon the 
Langhton estate, had immediately left 
Wellsrstreet ; and having formed an ac- 
quaintance with a few low bucks, while at 
Belthorpe's friend's, did not despair of 
making a good match, and cutting a dash 
with the best of them, he told his quondam 
cousin. The party could only lament he 
seemed reselv^d to make so bad a use of 
theirs ^nd Mr. Langlrtan's bounty. 

But having spent a very pleasant evening, 
they retired, at what Lord Dunluce railed 
a horrid early hour, and were talking of 
taking an airing between one and two the 
next morning, as the sun was covered in, 
when a»very elegant open landau and four 
fine horses, followed by three .outriders,, 
who, like the postillions, were ift now tod 
shewy liveries* andVfthose hats were He-i 
5 _, . • " corated 
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corated with white favours, drove round the 
sweep, followed by a coach and four; which 
. the astonished party in the breakfast-room 
knew belonged to Mr. Salvadore. In the 
landau was Mrs. Salvador^ Lady Winifred js 
ward* the former's eldest daughter by hex 
present husband, and Mr. Mendez. 

" How dare those Jew people take such 
a liberty/' cried the angry Lady Winifred^, 
" as to come here in a tribe, as they go to 
the Synagogue? Surely they might have 
sent Hannah home, without bringing aU 
their generation with them. Db not rer 
peive them, I request, Marquis." 

"Under what plea can I refuse them 
admission, my dear aunt ?. Mr. Mendez, 
who so lately bought Umfreville Locfge, is 
very much the gentleman, and behaved 
with the greatest liberality in . that business; 
and as I did not . then turn him over to my 
lawyer, I . • . 

At this moment the landau drew up tp the 
portico, and Lord Dunfuce exclaimed, h I 
j6 will 
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* ... 

wilj bet you any money, cousin, that Miss 
Albany has changed . her name. She is the 
bricle— I know I ^m right — I saw her ring." 

" The bride!" screamed Lady Winifred, 
" impossible I — they dare not have played 
me such a trick/' 

Zara and Rosalie looked at each other in 
silent amaze ; our hero thought it- very 
possible; and when the Earl recollected 
^vhat Mrs. Salvadore had written, he was 
convinced that she had duped Lady Wini-» 
fred out of her consent. No one spoke 
till the groom of the chambers came in 
with Mrs. Salvadore 's respects to the Mar- 
quis of Endermay, whom she requested 
would grant her a few minutes audience. 

You don't meant to deceive her, I 
hope, Marquis? since it is evident I have 
been the dupe and the laughing-stock of 
the whole tribe — for I cannot doubt Miss 
Hannah's being the bride." 

" I certainly do not absolutely approve of 
Mrs. Salvadore's conduct, my dear Madam ; 

still; 
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still, in my own house, I hardly know how to 
put a negative upon her request — She once 
bore the name of Albany." 

" And she is my sister-in-law," inter* 
rupted Lord Algernon ; " it is, besides, at>- 
solutely necessary we should hear what she 
has to say in her own defence — even you, 
aunt, must be curious to know how she will 
excuse her recent conduct." 

"Why, certainly, nephew, lam rather., 
impatient to hear how she will gloss over 
her shameful deception." 

" Then let us receive her in the saloon, 
Marquis." 

Orders were given in consequence to 
the groom of the chambers. Lord Dunluce, 
who had been reconnoitring the whole 
party through the transparent painted silk 
blinds, which were down,, run out of the 
room, winking at Algernon and Rosalie, ' 
while Lady Winifred, who had been fanning 
herself with great violence, advanced to 
take a peep unseen at the bridal-party ; ■ 
which encreased Mrs. Salvadore's triumph, 

whom 
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whom the Marquis and Earl how joined, 
having with some difficulty composed their 
countenances, both having given way to a 
\ioIent burst of laughter, when out of Lady 
Winifred's hearing. 

Mrs. Salvadore was very well dressed, 
and certainly looked young of her age. 
She began by apologising for her intrusion, 
rejoicing to see Lord Endermay look so 
much better than she had dared to have 
fexpected, and then begged leave to enter 
* into a brief, explanation of Jier recent 
conduct; and as she was no fool, and had 
of late mixed among the first circles in the 
mercantile world, she told her tale with 
great propriety, beginning by observing, 
that she had, in the first instance, been duped 
by her vanity into marrying the least worthy 
member of the Albany family ; still, as the 
wife of Lord Albertus, sbe hoped she had 
done her duty ; in return for* which he had 
cruelly deprived her of the guardianship ot 
- their only child, to whoih she had resolved 
tb devote her future life; and . certainly 

neither 
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- neither the Marquis of Derwent nor Lady 
Winifred had tried to soften the pangs she 
" had felt upon being obliged, at a very early 
age, to part with her infant, since they had 
absolutely prohibited her ever seeing it 
again, but by their permission, and had sent 
the child into Lancashire. 

As, however, her daughter grew up, 
wishing to know whether she had imbibed 
her guardians 9 prejudices against her mo- 
ther, she had addressed her in writing, and 
i handsome bribe had enabled her to have 
her letter given into the hands of her dear 
Hannah, who had soon convinced her that 
she had the feelings of a daughter towards 
her ; since which time, they had constantly 
corresponded, and were, it may be sup- 
posed, very anxious to see each othfcr— tf At 
Hackney," she proceeded, " she met Mn 
Mendez; and 'I should have advised tb& 
young p<ople to hive waited till HannaR- 
became of age, if P had n^t wished to con-* 
iiince^tady tyiaift#d ftiat she would havirf 
aetfed *Ht& greats policy, had she rendered 

me 
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me her friend, instead of holding me and 
my second husband, my family and reli- 
gion, up to ridicule before my child ; but 
as her discourse had the very opposite 
effect, I merely laughed at her weak malice, 
and c.on$$fttpd to have my daughter and 
Mr. Mendez asked at church, which they 
were at his parish and at Mary bone, and for 
tfre third and last time last Sunday. 

" My note to Lady Winifred you have 
probably. seen, gentlemen, I certainly stat- 
ed facts, though, as I expected and hoped, 
she mistook my meaning. Suffice it to say, 
that Hannah yesterday gave her hand to 
Abraham Mendez, who is generally re- 
spected on both sides of Temple-Bar, and 
who even ranks Peers, among his. acquaint- 
ance. His fortune is iratneiise, anrd, as a 
proof, he has settleH three thousand a-year 
jointure upon his wife, and Umfreville, or 
rather Albany Lodge, which he. purchased 
for that purpose, and her own fortune upon 
their children,, not to mention fivs hundred 
pounds a-year pin-money. This be has 

wrote 
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wrote the Marquis of Derwent,. who may 
or may not delivey up his. ward's fortune 
till she becomes of age,, T since that is of no 
consequence to tfce young couple. If 
Lady Winifred wishe$ tor see them, they are 
at the door, as they are both anxious to see 
Lord Endermay, and to congratulate him 
upon his recovery." 

Our hero bowed ; and the Earl acknow- 
ledged, his father and .aupt had not p%id 
that respect they ought' Jo have . doqe fo 
Mrs. Salvadore's feelings, injt^p first -in- 
stance— " You have, however^ very fully 
retaliated upon them, my good Madam/' 
he went on ; " and perhaps it might feave 
A been better had the young people waited 
till they were of age. Out of respect to 
my aunt, we must beg leave to decline 
receiving them here ; though, believe me, 
we— I know I may answer for you, Ender- 
may — shall never shrink from the acquaint- 
ance of Mr. and Mrs. M.endez to whom 
our hero sent a very polite message, as 
the Earl saw Mrs. Salvadore to the carriage, 

which 
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which immediately drove off full speedy 
followed by the coach. 

Our hero did not join the ladies till his 
uncle returned, when they gave in their 
rapdrt. Lord Algernon, not feeling in- 
clined to spare his auiit, frartkly recapitu- 
lated all Mrs. Salvador^ had said, itdvisihg 
her to forgive *hat was* now past retfal. 
She Was not So inclined ; resolving, on the 
^bnttary, never again ehher to see' or sjttfck 
to the artful hussfey, whofcef Clothes shoiild 
all be sent into St. Mary Axe the next day, 
and the following she would return to 
Highwood. 

Lord Diinluce, who had returned while she 
Vras fhusventingh£rrage,beckonedourhero 
on one side, arid told hitn he had wishfed 
the Bride and bridegroom joy, kissfed the 
bride-maids, and fallen desperately in love 
Vith'Mendez's sister, who was one of them, 
arid the finesit creature he had ever seen. 
* The Marquis paid little attention to his 
; nonsense^; and it was finally settled, that 
{he angry Lady Winifred, Algernon, afad 

Rosalie, 
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Rosalie, as neither they nor the Marquis 
wished to take advantage of Mr. Langhton's 
indulgence/ should return into Lancashire 
the following week, the Earl and Lady 
. Algernon promising to follow the old Lady 
thkh&V tbd our hero to brings his Zara to 
% he Priory ip less tium six weeks, as he Was 
the more easily inclined to part with his 
brother bftd tester now, as he hoped to en- 
joy their company in Scotland during the 
autuHHi. 

At {he appointed tfme, therefore, La8y 
< Winifred, wfco had now resolved to divitle 
her personals between Algernon and*Ro*a- 
and to heave Hi ghwood to Lord Dunluce, 
* Jeft London, : , ' 

T Tfoe brothers and sisters parted with sin- 
cere reg«et? but they we*e do sbdn \o 
meet again, they consoled themselves wikh 
the ebeerimg idea; and as- Lady Winifred's 
\ departure -enabled *he* Marquis* io ifivfte 
-Hannah and • hwf ? husband to Richmond, 
. they didtso:; and our hert> found Mendez 

so 
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ao much the gentleman; and so well in- 
formed, that he resolved to cultivate his 
acquaintance. His sister, as Lord Dunlucc 
had said, was a very beautiful girl, and had 
an immense independent fortune. She did 
not reside with .the nev^rnarrit<L couple, 
being under the care *tf <an aunt who lived 
at Hackney. * : - . 

The Earl was no less pleased with Mendez, 
to whom Lord Derwent immediately paid 
over his wife's fortune, wishing to provoke 
his sister, by openfy dpp»oi<in(g of a match 
he knew she still repiiobbted in the most 
vehement terms. • , . * - 

The Marquis beings however, perfectly 
recovered, and having been advised to try 
sea-ba|hing: in the a u torni?. hfe • rx\ her has- 
tened his journey to the Pi4onr # having 
lefernt, from Algernon, that his grandfather 
seemed. breaking very fast, and was very* 
anxiop? to see him ; and certainly, had he 
been his grandchild, the old gentleman 
could not have given him a more cordial 

reception* 
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reception, repeatedly calling him the pre- 
server of his life, and rejoicing to see him 
look so well. 

Lady William was no less happy ; and as 
all the beslt apartments had been new fur- 
nished, Zara was very much pleased with 
the Gothic mansion indeed, like her Lord, 
she was so fond of Rosalie, that she would 
cveiJjhave put up with the former accom- 
modations at tfye Priory, to have enjoyed 
her company. 

Mr. Berringfon, the new chaplain, was 
a man of sense, erudition, and real piety, 
and a most agreeable companion. He was 
already the staunch friend of Algernon and 
Rosalie ; jjnd was, as a. Catholic divine, all 
that Dr.Murray was as a Protestant minister, 
'whom he had formerly known, and whom 
he often visited. Mr. Langhton's devotion, 
under his guidance, was become infinitely 
more rational ; his real piety was no longer 
obscured by superstition ; and all the house- 
hold hailed his entrance into the family 
as the commencement of the real age of 

reason. 
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reason. Our hero w^s much pleased with 
him;' and Algernon rejoiced to see his 
grandfather, though in declining health, 
happy and cheerful. 

The Earl and Lady Algernon soon fol- 
lowed Lord and Lady Endermay into. Lan- 
cashire ; Lord Dunluce having gone upon 
a pleasurable tour with some gay friends ; 
and the families at High wood and the Priory 
were now seldom apart, wheja. an incident 
occurred, which certainly greatly hurt the 
Earl, and was there fore * deplored by all his 
relatives, Lady Winifred excepted, as she 
had long foreseen that Dunluce would 
commit some folly, and had highly repro- 
bated the Marquis and Earl's having noticed 
Hannah after her disgraceful marriage, 
which she averred, and not without some 
truth, had paved th$ way . to Dunluce's 
(forgetful of his engagements to Charlotte 
Melbourne) eloping with RebeocaMendez; 
but as it soon appeared t&at her brother 
was as much hurt as the Earl felt himself; 
and that he had been: equally kept in ig- 
norance 
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norance of the young couple's intentions, 
his Lordship acquitted liim of all blame, 
^nd finally forgave the fickle Dunluce, and 
his really lovely wife, whom he invited to 
Woodville, very contrary to Lady Winifred's 
advice, who, having altered her will, gave 
Highwood to Rosalie, who devoted a great 
portion of her time to her. 

Having,' however, spent six. weeks at the 
Priory, our hero *nd his Zara proceeded 
into Scotland, Mr. Langhton and every 
member of his family accompanying him 
thither, as did Lady Winifred, for fear 
Dunluce and his Jew wife should intrude 
upon her privacy ; and there we shall take 
oyr leave of the whole party, merely ob- 
serving, that our hero and heroine con- 
tinued a blessing to each other and to ail 
around them, and that the birth of a son 
and heir completed their felicity In this 
sublunary world. 

Mr. Langhtqn did not long survive his 
return to Langhton Priory, which his 

daughter 
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daughter immediately gave up to her be 
loved son, though she agreed to continue 
his inmate ; and though, notwithstanding 
Mr. Berrington had convinced him that 
tlrere were excellent men of the Catholic 

% persuasion, at the expiration of.his mourn- 
ing, having previously publicly abjured 
his errors, he gave his hand to Dr. Murray's 
daughter, with the full approbation of 
alt his relatives, and soon after Wfcs called 
upon to represent a neighbouring borough 
in Parliament. 

Much about the same time, Rosalie was 
united to a Catholic nobleman, to whom 
Berrington had been private tutor, qnd 
whose character he had formed ; of course, 

. he was truly deserving such a wife. 

Lady Winifred, who nevor forgave Mrs. 
Mendez, nor who ever again admitted Lord 
Dunluce, did not long survive Mr. Langhton, 
when Highwood fell to the share of Rosalie, 
and her personals, which, were considerable, 
to Algernon ; though neither our Mro, his 

Zara, 
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Zara, nor the young Makolni, were for- 
gotten by this well-meaning, though in 
many respects mistaken, old Lady. And 
soon after Algernon and Rosalie had en- 
tered the holy pale, the Marquis of Dcfr- 
went, who ^iad been divorced from his 
young wife, also paid the debt of nature. 
His title and estate, of course, devolved 
to Lord Algernon ; but all his personals, 
and everything he could alienate, he left 
to Lord Endermay, who made over the 
whole to Lord Dunluce, who had by this 
time nearly run through the immense, for- 
tune he had received with his wife, and 
promised to more than vie with his late 
uncle William, in point of folly and extra- 
vagance. The Earl therefore ceased to re- 
monstrate, or to hope he would ever re- 
form ; and as he was always treated as a 
father by his nephews and nieces, he en- 
deavoured to consider them as his only 
Children. 

Mr. and MrsfMendez were a very happy 
voi,, iv. a ' couple, 
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couple, as his good sense soon rendered 
his wife a convert to his way of thinking; 
and they were visited and esteemed by 
every branch of the Albany family, who 
gave Mrs. Salvadore great credit for hav- 
ing made suck a prudent choice for her 
daughter. 

Benedict Killarney, having soon got rid 
of all his ready monty* finally disposed of 
his annuity, and would soon have been in 
a starving condition, if Mt. Mendez kad 
not sent him out to Jamaica, as clerk to a 
store belonging to one of his friends, and 
the yellow-fever acting with particular 
violence upon, his frame, enervated by 
bis continued excesses, he soon fell its 
victim. 

Jane Killarney and her daughter continued 
to deserve the bounty of ihe Albany family, 
which was encreased in proportion to their 
deserts. 

-No one ever knew what became of the 
Father and Francisco, who were landed in 

America, 
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America, but respecting whom nothing 
further had transpired; nor was it for a 
long time known what had become of 
Belthorpe/ till, by mere accident, while 
making a Welch tour, Lord Dunluce saw 
him at a village in Pembrokeshire, where 
he was esteemed one of the finest Methodist 
preachers that had ever been that circuit ; 
and there we will leave him. 

Hoping that we may have amused, if 
~ not edified our readers, as we still adhere 
to our old maxim, — that in works of this 
.nature, poetical justice ought at least to be 
done to all the characters ; though we are 
well aware, that the good are not always 
rewarded in this world, nor the bad pu- 
nished; but it sometimes occurs, indeed, 
murder is generally discovered, and great 
crimes are almost always, sooner or later, 
disclosed, if not by the compunction of 
the principals, often by their accomplices, 
or by their too great security ; and all 
works of fiction should hold out some 
5 moral, 
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mor?1, or they must be hurtful to those 
of the rising generation, which we hope 
our 's have nevei* been ; and in this con- 
fidence now take our leave of the 
public. 
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